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3. Strategy transfer 

The appendices list all IELTS Writing test questions from 2007 to 2009 according 
to topic areas. The IELTS Writing task strategies are largely determined by the topics; 
once you have a good grasp of a certain type of topic and know how to develop your 
arguments, you can tackle similar questions of the same topic. It is recommended that 

All model essays in this book were written by our most experienced teachers, who 
have been teaching and researching IELTS for years. For the benefits of students, all these 
essays employ simple language and familiar structures so that they could really serve as 
models for the common candidates. However, most of these essays - varying between 200 
and 300 words in length - are compendious and meet the highest requirements of the test 
in terms of both language and idea development. Considering rating standards, they all 
meet the highest band scores. 

2. Model essays from experienced teachers 

This book has 79 test questions in total, carefully selected from nearly 100 actual 
test questions to represent test trends and the accurate level of difficulty in recent years. 
The selected questions cover all topic areas of the IELTS Writing Module. In respect 
of argumentative essays, for instance, this book includes a wide variety of topics such as 
culture, education, science and technology, social issues, and environment. fu for Academic 
graph essays, samples of each type are provided with full guidance of graph reading and 
language use. For General Training letters, readers can find a wide range of samples, from 
formal letters of complaint/suggestion to informal letters of friendship. 

1. Selected IEL TS actual tests 

High-scoring IELTS Writing Model Answers (based on past papers) has the follow­ 
ing important features: 

About the Book 
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It is our hope that High-scoring IELTS Writing Model Answers (based on past papers) 
will be your great help to achieve your objective score in the shortest time possible. 

Following each model essay, there is an explanation of selected vocabulary and struc­ 
tures. The items chosen to be explained are not necessarily "new" or "difficult"; instead, 
these are considered to be practical and most effective in tackling specific IELTS Writing 
tasks. Many candidates blame their poor vocabulary for difficulty in improving their writ­ 
ing results. However, that is only part of the problem: what the IELTS Writing test aims 
to test you is not "how many words you know" but "how well you can use the words 
you already know". Therefore, in this section, there are some words that look simple, yet 
we recommend that you study the explanation carefully and read examples to thoroughly 
understand their usage. You will find that knowing how to use words effectively in context 
is one of the best ways to enhance your writing ability in general and IELTS Writing in 
particular. 

4. Practical sentence structures 

students pick up additional test questions and try to apply what they find useful and 
interesting from the 79 model essays. In this way, they can actively apply the vocabulary, 
structures and the development of ideas shown in those model essays and firmly make 
them become part of their language competency. 
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Unit 1 Environment and Pollution Unit 6 Work and Life 
• Academic Task 2 Question, September 2007 JO • General Training Task 2 Question, June 2006 82 

• General Training Task 2 Question, March 2006 12 • General Training Task 2 Question, September 2005 115 

• Academic Task 2 Question, May 2009 15 • General Training Task 2 Question, September 2004 88 
• Academic Task 2 Question, October 2009 17 • General Training Task 2 Question, June 2009 91 

Unit2 Computers and the Internet Unit 7 Education and Learning 
• Academic Task 2 Question, May 2007 22 • Academic Task 2 Question, July 2007 96 
• Academic Task 2 Question, November 2005 24 • Academic Task 2 Question, April 2006 98 
• General Training Task 2 Question, April 2004 27 • Academic Task 2 Question, January 2005 101 
• Academic Task 2 Question, April 2009 30 • Academic Task 2 Question, April 2009 104 

Unit3 Languages and Cultures • General Training Task 2 Question, June 2009 106 

• Academic Task 2 Question, August 2007 36 Unit 8 Technology and Inventions 
• Academic Task 2 Question, December 2006 38 • Academic Task 2 Question, July 2006 110 
• Academic Task 2 Question, August 2006 40 • Academic Task 2 Question, January 2006 112 
• Academic Task 2 Question, October 2005 43 • Academic Task 2 Question, February 2005 115 

• General Training Task 2 Question, May 2009 46 • Academic Task 2 Question, February 2009 Jl8 

• Academic Task 2 Question, June 2009 49 Unit 9 Government and Society 
Unit4 Media and Advertising • Academic Task 2 Question, August 2007 122 

• Academic Task 2 Question, April 2007 54 • Academic Task 2 Question, September 2007 124 
• General Training Task 2 Question, April 2005 56 • General Training Task 2 Question, August 2006 126 
• Academic Task 2 Question, April 2004 59 • Academic Task 2 Question, May 2006 129 
• General Training Task 2 Question, February 2004 62 • Academic Task 2 Question, March 2009 131 
• Academic Task 2 Question, May 2009 65 

Unit 10 Others 
Unit 5 Travel and Tourism • Academic Task 2 Question, March 2009 134 

• Academic Task 2 Question, May 2006 70 • Academic Task 2 Question, May 2009 136 

• Academic Task 2 Question, April 2004 72 • Academic Task 2 Question, July 2009 138 

• Academic Task 2 Question, March 2005 75 • Academic Task 2 Question, August 2009 140 

• General Training Task 2 Question, May 2009 78 

Part I Argumentative Essays 
Contents 
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257 

243 Appendix l Collection of Academic Argumentative Essay Questions from 2007 to 2009 

Append ix 2 Collection of General Training Argumentative Essay I Letter Questions 

Unit 3 Letter of Application/Invitation/ 

214 
Thanks/ Enquiry 

2.16 • General Training Task 1 Question, March 2006 234 

218 • General Training Task 1 Question, October 2005 237 

221 • General Training Task 1 Question, September 2004 239 

• General Training Task 1 Question, July 2009 241 

Unit 1 Letter of Complaint/Suggestion 
• General Training Task 1 Question, May 2007 
• General Training Task 1 Question, April 2007 
• General Training Task 1 Question, September 2007 
• General Training Task 1 Question, June 2009 

Unit 2 Letter of Friendship 
• General Training Task 1 Question, March 2007 m 
• General Training Task 1 Question, January 2006 226 

• General Training Task 1 Question, July 2005 228 

• General Training Task 1 Question, January 2009 no 

Part III Letters 

Unit 1 Line Chart Unit 4 Table 
• Academic Task 1 Question, October 2009 146 • Academic Task 1 Question, October 2009 184 

• Academic Task 1 Question, June 2007 148 • Academic Task 1 Question, August 2007 187 

• Academic Task 1 Question, August 2006 150 • Academic Task 1 Question, August 2006 19() 

• Academic Task 1 Question, July 2006 153 • Academic Task 1 Question, November 2005 193 

Unit2 Bar Chart • Academic Task 1 Question, November 2005 195 

• Academic Task 1 Question, August 2009 158 Unit5 Diagram 

• Academic Task 1 Question, December 2007 160 • Academic Task 1 Question, September 2009 200 

• Academic Task 1 Question, December 2006 162 • Academic Task 1 Question, February 2007 203 

• Academic Task 1 Question, March 2006 165 • Academic Task 1 Question, February 2006 205 

Unit 3 Pie Chart • Academic Task 1 Question, September 2006 208 

• Academic Task 1 Question, June 2009 170 

• Academic Task 1 Question, September 2007 172 

• Academic Task 1 Question, April 2006 17-1 

• Academic Task 1 Question, December 2005 177 

• Academic Task 1 Question, April 2006 180 

Part II Chart Essays 
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Having a car has become an essential part of many people's lives. It offers flexibility 
to their life and work, and also provides ready access to a variety of services and leisure 
options. However, a range of problems have been identified and need to be addressed. 

The problems associated with frequent car use are becoming increasingly familiar to 
the general public. The widespread use of cars has real environmental costs. Vehicles 
are major sources of urban air pollution and greenhouse gas emissions. It is reported 
that road traffic is the source of one third of all harmful air pollution in the world. Car 
exhaust contributes to acid rain, carbon dioxide and lead, which cause global warming 
and damage human health. Traffic jam is another problem. As more and more people 
drive to work rather than walk, cycle or take public transport, there are heavy traffic 
jams almost every day at rush hours. The most serious problem, however, is safety. Car 
accidents cause huge numbers of casualties every year. 

To solve these problems, some people suggest that the government should impose a 
strict restriction on the use of cars, but I do not think this is the best option, because this 
would lead to reduced mobility for people and a decline in the car industry. I think a 
better solution would be for car manufacturers to design more environmentally friendly 
cars, which run on solar power or hydrogen. Also, traffic problems can be alleviated by 
building more underground tunnels and parking garages, and safety problems can be 
avoided by educating drivers as well as pedestrians to use greater caution on the road. 

Model Essay 

September 2007 Academic Task 2 Question 
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alleviate , ! lam nhe bot, lam gram b6t 
A number of measures were taken to alleviate the problem . 

mobility tlnh co· dC,ng/di d{lng 
An electric wheelchair has given her greater mobility. 

impose I ap d~t 
This system imposes additional financial burdens on many people. 

casualty thuong vong' 
Both sides had suffered heavy casualties (= many people had been killed). 

. 
~~~,-~:>-'11*".::.D-"'88"~ 

exhaust p1 khi thai 
The exhaust of carbon dioxide into the atmosphere heavily influenced the 
surroundings. 

emission ,, khi thdi 
The government has pledged to clean up industrial emissions. 

address 111 de cap 
Your essay does not address the real issues. 

flexibility 1 1 tinh linh heat 
An overdraft provides increased flexibility but at a higher cost 

access ,, pbuong ti~n di den noi nao d6; co hQi I quyen su dung cai gi; each tiep can 
Students must have access to good resources. 

- 303 words - 

So, in conclusion, I think that while discouraging the car use might seem a quick 
solution to many problems currently facing the society, it is most unlikely to be a per­ 
manent cure. 
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The first reason is that many people consider the environmental problems as a fu­ 
ture concern. Environmental reports often warn us of the dire consequences of climate 
change or energy crisis 100 or 200 years later. As a result, many people feel that money 
and time are better spent on solving more immediate problems such as housing shortage 
and traffic congestion than on preventing a disaster that is only predicted to happen 
in the future. Also, people feel that the environmental problems are too complex for 
individual people to cope with. Indeed, a combination of factors causes environmental 
problems, many of which are impossible to be controlled through individual actions. 

The above attitudes are understandable but are obviously mistaken, so the govern­ 
ment needs to take proactive measures to make people more environmentally responsible. 
They can make more public service advertisements to encourage people to consume 
more green products instead of disposable goods that are harmful to the environment. 

Humans have been damaging the environment ever since we realised our powers 
to harness nature. Global warming and air pollution are now frequent headlines on TV 
and in the newspapers all over the world, which keep reminding us of our obligation 
to protect the environment. However, few actions are actually being taken at the 
individual level, and I think there are two major reasons why people are being so 
indifferent. 

Model Essay 

March 2006 General Training Task 2 Question 
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disposable , rJr dung m(lt lAn 
He bought a disposable camera to take pictures while travelling to Europe. 

incentive (n 1 dong co· ( dieu thoi thuc ai lam viec gi) i ~::::E~~::~::::::::::::::~:avetheir cars at home when public ~ 

i She faces the dilemma of disobeying her father or losing the man she loves. g 
uninhabitable ti;' khOng th~ CJ duoc ~ 

~.. lf there is no roof, then the house is uninhabitable. . -'"''~ 
~~~Ul..A./~~.Jt,/1:,;t.."V"'~t:.Vt):~ 

indifferent 1 a 1 l th& c, lanh dam 
He found it very hard teaching a class full of indifferent teenagers. 

proactive ra(~ chti dong hanh dong 
Companies are going to have to be more proactive about environmental 
management. 

obligation 11 nghia vu 
You have a legal obligation to (= the law says you must) ensure your child receives 
a proper education. 

harness I •/ I khai thac d~ san xua] nang hrong; Che ngu 
There is a great deal of interest in harnessing wind and waves as new sources of 
power. 

- 297 words - 

There is always a dilemma between environment and development, but as an indi­ 
vidual, we can do something to reduce the negative impact of human activities on the 
environment. Certainly, we do not want to see the Earth turn into an uninhabitable 
planet. 

They can also offer more incentives to people who have been active in cleaning up the 
neighbourhood or severely punish those who have been unfriendly to the environment. 
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each cMn dat "hanh dong cM lam vi~c g1 do": take ... measures to ... 

Luu y cau sau trong bat van m§u: 

The above attitudes are understandable but are obviously mistaken, so the govern­ 
ment needs to take proactive measures to make people more environmentally 
responsible. 

Khi Viet van ngh] luan doi hoi Slf phan tich dong thOi. dua ra cac bien phap a€ giai 
quyet mc?t vffn d~ thl ta cfui dung mot so each <lien dat nha't dlnh. Take ... measures 
to ... la each <lien dat rat thutmg QU'Q'C SU dung, Measure Cl aay co nghla la bi~n phap 
hay hanl: d9ng. 

C6 th~ thay tU measure bang tLt action. 

C6 the them vao truce action, measure m9t so tfnh tU nhu proactive, immediate, 
strong, reasonable, the following, the above ... 

C6 tM str dung each dien dat tren a th~ b~ a(?ng. Vf du: 
The following measures I actions must be taken in order 10 solve the environ­ 
mental problems. 
Immediate actions should be taken to ensure the safety of the residents. 
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It is universally acknowledged that there is a limitation on the use of fossil fuels, es­ 
pecially coal and oil. Some countries are rich in oil deposits like OPEC, whereas China 
is rich in coal deposits and Russia in natural gas. Others, such as Japan and Germany, are 
completely dependent on the import of resources. For all countries - resource rich versus 
resource poor, alternative energy should be encouraged and utilised to reduce the depend­ 
ence on fossil fuels as well as to keep the global environment in balance and 'healthy'. 

The only way is to turn to other sources to get energy supply. Wind power and solar 
power are at present feasible alternatives. France is one country which has the advanced 
technology needed to produce extremely efficient solar panels to store energy from the 
sun. Both kinds of power can reduce a country's dependence on fossil fuels. Furthermore, 
they do not pollute the environment and in turn help keep the ecosystem stable. 

I think that the use of alternative sources of energy (also known in some cases as 
'green' energy) is a positive trend of development, and indeed their use should be encour­ 
aged further. As the demand for energy worldwide is increasing, especially in developing 
countries, the strains on the existing and already limited resources also increase. To solve 
this problem, we must consider two issues: how to better use the existing, limited fossil 
fuel resources and how we can encourage the use of alternative energy sources. 

Model Essay 

May 2009 Academic Task 2 Question 
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pending « dj I chua giai quyet; sAp xay ra 
f\ decision on this matter is pending. 

year on year so voi nam truci'c 
Vietnam's CPI in May is rising nearly 20% year on year. 

diminish r lam suy giam 
His illness diminished his health. 

solar panel tam nang luong mat troi 
Solar panels are largely used in energy-friendly buildings. 

feasible ad11 kha thi 
The plan is feasible in reason but impractical. 

deposit 1 n; tram tf ch 
r tich tu, lang xu6ng 

The Nile floods the fields and deposits mud on them. 

strain r, 81.J: cling t.h!ng, sue ep 
, lam cang thang 

You will strain your eyes by reading in such poor light. 

universally « <l'l.1) ph& bien, khap 
His actions made him universally respected. 

alternative 11d1) khac 
11 su lua ehon 

Please find alternative means of transport. 
We have no alternative but 10 do it. 

r 

While fossil fuel resources are diminishing, the demand for energy continues to in­ 
crease year on year. It is a positive trend to develop other alternatives to replace these trad­ 
itional energy resources. Experiences should be shared and promoted, technology shared 

and exchanged to limit or even reduce the greenhouse effect. If this switch to alternative 
energy is encouraged early enough, then we may yet avoid the pending energy crisis. 

· 314 words· 
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In modem society, more often than not, environment-related issues have confronted 
ecological scientists, government agencies, and the general public. While they are making 
co-ordinated efforts to curb the global environmental deterioration, the downward spiral 
can hardly be reversed. In my opinion, environmental protection can only be achieved 
by promoting people's environmental awareness. 

To begin with, individual awareness of the natural law of cause and effect must be 
nurtured. All levels of education, especially primary and secondary schools, can be a 
good starting point to develop the realisation that whatever we do to the environment, 
it will return to ourselves. Moreover, the mass media are also responsible for raising the 
public's ecological consciousness. Instead of persuading people to buy those new products 
that only serve to fuel the existing environmental. problems, one of their unavoidable 
obligations is to instil the urgent need of taking care of our natural environment into 
the psyche of each and every member of our planet. 

It is undeniable that serious actions are being taken. In fact, restrictions are being 
placed on emissions of pollutants, and new environmentally friendly sources of energy 
for motor vehicles are being developed. Moreover, vast tracts of land are allocated 
for wildlife conservation, and many endangered species have been spared the fate of 

Model Essay 

October 2009 Academic Task 2 Question 



wvvvv .n h antriviet.co m 18 

realisation 1 • su nhan thuc 
There is a growing realisation chat changes must be made. 

nurture t nu61 duong; khuyen khich ung h(> 
Her teacher recognised and nurtured her musical talent from an early age. 

awareness 1 y tlutc, SlJ' nhan thuc 
It is important that students develop an awareness of how the Internet can be used. 

spiral 11 dmmg xoAn oc 
The birds circled in a slow spiral above the house. 

curb kiem ch¬  
A range of policies have been introduced aimed at curbing inflation. 

co-ordinated • hop tac, ci?ng tac 
Our efforts need to be further co-ordinated for higher efficiency. 

agency dat ly; s&. Cl;IC 

You can book at your local travel agency. 

confront · duong dau 
The government found itself confronted by massive opposition. 

- 365 words - 

extinction. Nevertheless, it is also a well-known fact that the pace of damage to the 
environment far outstrips our conservation efforts. Unless all citizens of the world are 
fully aware of the gravity of the situation, ecological degradation, which is happening 
in their countries, can never be halted. All too often, we tend to expect our scientists, 
engineers and governments to solve the environmental problems while, in the meantime, 
factories and households are dumping millions of litres of toxic wastes into rivers, lakes 
and oceans. Similarly, fancy private vehicles are being crazily purchased, emitting billions 
of tons of car exhaust into the atmosphere and aggravating the greenhouse effect. 

Given this argument, it is reasonable to conclude that if every member of the society 
is aware of the relationship between humans and the nature and stops their destructive 
behaviour, the ecological strain on earth can be relieved and the benefits to all nations 
are enormous. 
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gravity r11 muc d(J nghiern trong 
Punishment varies according to the gravity of the offence. 

outstrip bo xa. vuqt qua 
Their latest computer outstrips all its rivals. 

pace ~ nhip d(J, lien d(l 
The work progressed at a slow pace. 

sparer tranh (cho ai) (d1eu gi d6) 
You could have spared yourself an unnecessary trip by phoning in advance. 

species 1 Ioai 
Some species of animals have become extinct because they could not adapt to a 
changing environment. 

• tract 1 • vung, mien 
They bought a 40-acre tract of land for development. 

allocate cap, phan phat 
They intend to allocate more places to mature students this year. 

restriction gi6i han 
There arc no restrictions on the amount of money you can withdraw. 

undeniable 1 d1 khong the phu nMn 
It is ao undeniable fact that crime is increasing. 

instil lam tham nhuan 
Fear of the father is instilled into some children from their infancy. 

fuel « cung cap t~bat dot, tiep nhien lieu; lam tang them 
Higher salaries helped to fuel inflation. 

unavoidable , ~ khong the tranh khoi, tat yeu 
Recession at the time seemed unavoidable. 

persuade ~ thuyet phuc 
I allowed myself to be persuaded into entering the competition. 

ecological fl, 1'1 (thuoe) sinh thru hoc 
We risk upsetting the ecological balance of the area. 
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enormous 'w/ khOng lo 
The problems facing the President are enormous. 

~~· 

strain , ap luc, ~JJ· cang thang 
These repayments arc putting a strain on our finances. 

destructive w ~ 1 r6 tinh tan pha I hiiy di~t 
Opencast coal mining is among the most environmentally destructive activities 
carried out in Wales. 

exhaust n khi thai 
The exhaust pipe shot sparks. 

aggravate ' lam tram trong them 
Military intervention will only aggravate the conflict even further. 

purchase+, mua, tau 
Please ensure that you purchase your ticket in advance. 

fancy 1dJ' dep; ngon 
He was the fanciest dresser in the room. 

dump r, vti:t bo: nem phich xuong 
The dead body was just dumped by the roadside. 

• degradation II Sl.r mat pham gia; su thoai h6a 
Being sent t0 prison was the final degradation. 
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Computers are now essential in many areas of life - modern banking, retail, and 
information exchange among others. However, this is not true for education. At a simple 
level, some subjects may be better taught using computers, but to explain important 
concepts, a human teacher is still indispensable. 

There are some subjects in which a computer can be used successfully to teach. 
Elementary mathematics, elementary language learning and any area which requires a 
student to memorise basic facts through repetition are well suited to computer learning. 
The computer can be programmed to provide an endless number of simple questions, 
and as the student answers these questions, the facts are learned and reinforced. 

However, in the learning and practice of more complex ideas, the computer is not 
adequate. A computer can evaluate an answer as right or wrong, but it cannot determine 
why. It cannot find out why a student is making mistakes and then represent important 
concepts in a different way so the student will understand. It cannot determine at what 
stage in a mathematics problem the student has made an error; it can only indicate that 
the final answer is wrong. Tasks involving reasoning cannot be taught by computers, as 
there are too many variables for a computer to deal with successfully. In all these cases, 
a human teacher seems indispensable in class. 

Thus, while computers may be useful as a tool for practising simple skills, they are 
not an essential feature of modern education, because they cannot monitor a student's 

Model Essay 

Academic Task 2 Question May 2007 
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~ ~---.._.__----..._.,-.___.__~~~.._.___----------..-----.------.----....--------....._~~~! ! • essential al• thi¬ t yOu · i ! :~,::~:::.is :::::::~: ;:i;untial repairs are being carried out i 
~

~ A good dictionary is indispensable for learning a foreign language. ~i 
~ reinforce I CUllg CQ 

~ Success in the talks will reinforce his reputation as an international statesman. ~ 

~ evaluate , t 1 danh gia ~ 

! Our research attempts to evaluate the effectiveness of the different drugs. ~ 

indicate, bieu thi ~ i The article claims that an increase in crime indicates a decline in moral standards. /j 

O variable 1 bien so ~ 
r With so many variables, it is difficult to calculate the cost. f ~.._--~-~-----=--------------~----~ 

- 272 words - 

grasp of concepts nor evaluate a student's reasoning. Until further developments in 
computers are made, the human teacher will remain indispensable. 
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In a traditional sense, libraries are places with a large collection of books. However, 
the digital age has given today's libraries new means of storing and retrieving infor­ 
mation on media other than the printed pages. CD-ROMs, videos and ovr» are 
widely used in public libraries, and they serve both the libraries and the readers. 

Opponents of a high-tech library would argue that multimedia facilities are expen­ 
sive. This may be true to some extent because a DVD player is often more expensive 
than a bookshelf. However, with immense storage capacity, these new high-tech media 
can actually save the most valuable resource - space. A computer disc 12cm in diameter 
can store a whole Encyclopaedia Britannica which, in printed volumes, would occupy 
a complete shelf section. 

Furthermore, magnetic and digital media can store information much longer than 
traditional means. It takes great care to protect books from moisture, fire or human 
damage, and a book in a library serves readers for only a few hundred years. But digital 
files, easily duplicated and restored, can perhaps last forever. 

Finally, visiting a library with multiple media access is much more interesting. Multi­ 
media resources offer readers a dynamic combination of images, sounds and videos. 
A reader can actually hear Martin Luther King crying out "I have a dream", or roam 
about the world with an interactive atlas. ' 

Model Essay 

November 2005 Academic Task 2 Question 



25 www.nhantriviet.com 

investment c11 su dau tu 
Stocks are regarded as good long-term investments. 

interactive 'w1 • mang tinh tuong tac 
This is an interactive museum where children can actively manipulate the exhibits. 

duplicate • sao chep 
Parenthood is an experience nothing else can duplicate. 

combination 1 S\I kel hop 

A combination of tiredness and boredom caused me to fall asleep. 

magnetic ,,fi' e6 sue htit; c6 t0 tinh 
He is a person who has a magnetic personality. 

storage ( viec cat giu; kho tnr 
We have had to build some cupboards to give us more storage space. 

opponent ·' doi thtl; nguOi phan doi dteu gi d6 
Leading opponents of the proposed cuts in defence spending will meet later Coday. 

digital r ''!J1 ky thuat s& 
A digital watch shows the time by electronically lit-up numbers, e.g. 10:21. 

retrieve lay, truy xuat (du lieu) 
Computers are used to store and retrieve information efficiently. 

· 265 words· 

In conclusion, modern technology has turned a public library from a place of lending 
and borrowing books into an interactive centre for the spread of human knowledge 
and experience. The investment in multimedia facilities by a public library is justified 
and should be encouraged. 
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. n. 

~ ~~~~~ 

each dien dat St! nhirong b9: This may be true to some extent... However... ~ 

Ban c6 the st.'r dung each dien dat n6i tren de trmh bay f?p 1$1 trong bai van nghi 
luan, nghia la tnroc tien ban thua nhar: m9t quan diem nae d6 va sau d6 aL(a ra quan ~ 
diem cua rieng rnlnh ae phan bk Thira nh~n quan aiem dang xem xet 6 chirng mire 
nh1ft dinh la mc)t each ra't hi~u qua giep ban trinh bay suy nghi mc)t each toan dien 
va c6 sue thuyet phuc hon. Hay xern each dien dat sv nhuong' b(> trong bai van m~u: ~ 
Opponents of ... would argue that. .. This may be true to some extent ... However.. ' 

Trong a6, phan duqc trinh bay tnrdc This may be true to some extent la phan thua 
nhan quan diem ma ban dang xem xet, phan sau tu however la pMn dua ra quan diem I 

cua ban than de phan bac. Du:ai day la dean van SU dung each dien dat n6i tren: ~ 
It is sometimes said that multinational companies and globalisation are making 
societies more open. This may be true to some extent. However, I would argue 
that as a result the human race is losing its cultural diversity . 
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Playing computer games as a hobby is enjoying an upsurge of popularity among 
young teenagers worldwide. It appears to be a favourite pastime of kids that tran­ 
scends both cultural barriers and national boundaries. However, in my opinion, these 
games have little value to them and produce a lot of harmful effects on their physical 
and mental development. 

To begin with, one of the most obvious disadvantages is that these games are 
highly addictive, compelling children to sit in front of the computer for many straight 
hours. As a result, they have little time for sports activities and many of them start 
developing health problems. According to a recent survey, the obesity rate among 
adolescents aged between 13 and 19 is soaring in industrialised nations as well as in 
less developed countries, and one of the contributing factors is the lack of physical 
exercises. Also, intense radiation produced by an operating computer not only causes 
failing eyesight but also poses untold hidden health hazards in those young children. 

In a similar way, the indulgence in computer games is detrimental to their mental­ 
ity in various aspects. For one thing, an increasing amount of time spent in playing 
games means less and less time is devoted to their studies. No wonder that teenagers 
having this undesirable habit are finding it difficult to meet the deadlines of their 
school assignments. For another, being accustomed to the fast changing images that 
are inherent in every computer game, they can hardly concentrate on any serious 

Model Essay 

General Training Task 2 Question April 2004 
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These gases cause untold damage to the environment. 
) ) khcng ke xiet untold 

After years of failing health, the father eventually died. 
failing r m suy yeu 

radiation 111 su phong xa, hue xa 
Lead aprons shield people from radiation. 

Lack of exercise contributes to obesity and health problems. 
sir beo phi obesity 

A recem survey showed 75°1c1 of those questioned were in favour of the plan. 
cu9c khao sat survey 

The team has had five straight wins. 
'· hen tiep, lien tuc straight 

The government may take steps to compel compliance with the law. 
b~t buec: khiPn rho compel 

uvsurge ,,subungno ~~-~~~~~~~~~~~-, 

1 hey noted with satisfaction the upsurge of the national liberation movement j 
transcend ( 11 vuot qua vuqt tr(li ~ 
This is a moment in history for Asian thinkers and decision-makers to summon the~ 
courage to think long-term and transcend the old paradigm. -0 

addictive 1• gay nghi~n /J 

Alcohol and tobacco are both highly addictive substances. i 
! l i I I l l 
1 ~~~!::1:~ :~t::~::~fr:~\:~~~=:~ in bourgeois ways of life may eat away one's i 

revolutionary will. ~ 

- 323 words· 

subjects and their attention span is found to be increasingly short. Moreover, teen­ 
agers are exposed to sexual and violent scenes featured in many computer games. 

In summary, from both physiological and psychological points of view, computer 
games are indeed valueless and may exert negative impacts on the development of 
young children. Therefore, it is high time that parents and schools should be alert to 
the problem, and restrict children's access to those computer games. 
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A traditional and long-established practice is for children to study and gain know­ 
ledge at school, learning skills in various ways taught by traditional methods. A school 
is a place where students gather to be educated and learn from each other as well as 

The ways in which children today study, both at home and at school, are radically 
different from any previous generation, and the increased availability and relatively low 
price of modern technology have been instrumental in this change. However, I feel 
that while modern technologies, such as computers and the Internet, are important 
in assisting a child's learning, this learning should be guided and directed by the 
experience of teachers. 

There is no denying the fact that computers and the Internet are popularly used· 
in the field of education; they can present knowledge in a vivid and novel way. 
The computer and the Internet can also enable students in enhancing their general 
understanding of how to solve difficulties in study as well as giving them vital skills 
in readiness for later life. However, the problems are: the information that the com­ 
puter can show has to be pre-programmed and needs constant updating, for example 
Encyclopaedia's on DVD-ROM; and contrary to popular belief, the Internet may not be 
a reliable source for knowledge, since there is often conflicting information available 
when taken from different sources. 

Model Essay 

Academic Task 2 Question April 2009 
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conflicting · «')\ doi l~p 
.My husband and I hold conflicting opinions on this matter, 

pre-programmed .1~' dUQ'C lap trinh san 
The neighbourhood is monitored by a pre-programmed surveillance system. 

constant •J 1 lien mien, khong diit, lien tuc 
She feels upset by the constant noise. 

readiness su :;An sang 
She shows great readiness to learn. 

enhance " nang cao 
He made many efforts to enhance his reputation. 

enable ·lam cho (ai do) co kha nang (lam viec g1 d6) 
I gave him full directions to enable him Lo find the house. 

novel , " moi la la thuong 
We are supposed to dress up as movie characters for the party; what a novel idea! 

direct .chi dao, hurmg dan 
She directed the planning of the festival. 

instrumental , 1) dong vai tro quan trong: la phuong tten de dem lar cai gi 

I was instrumental in catching the criminal. 

radically i.; 1 \'e CCY ban: hoan toan 
There is only a formal resemblance bet ween the two systems; they are in fact 
radically different. 

- 305 words - 

formal educators. At school, students' development is orchestrated stage by stage, step 
by step by experienced teachers, and their acquisition of knowledge is guided and 
backed up in a systematic way. 

I do not believe that it will help students to learn effectively and in a long-term 
manner to overemphasising the use of computers and the Internet. Rather, I feel 
that modern technologies can complement more traditional teaching and learning 
methods, without being used as a replacement for these traditions. 
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replacement · • 1 ngucri I v4t thay the 
My secretary leaves us next week, so we are advertising for a replacement. 

complement+ ho sung 
"1 phdn bo sung 

A wine is a complement to a good meal. 

overemphasise · nhan manh qua nnic, qua xem lwng 

Academic qualifications should not be overemphasised during the process of 
recruitment. 

systematic cd l co M th6ng 
Science means systematic knowledge possessed as a result of practice and study. 

back up ho t1·Q' 

He brought along a file of document to back up his claim. 

acquisition 1 su c6 duoc, sq tiep thu 
Next to acquiring good friends, the best acquisition is that of good books. 

orchestrate , , sap d~t 
The demonstration was carefully orchestrated to attract maximum publicity. 
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} There is no denying the fact that... 1 
! Ofa true vira neu thuong xuat lli~n trong cau trong tarn cua 00?11 van va du:qe dung d~ • 
~ m6' d~u doan van, tie'p thee, ngLtO'i viet se trmh bay quan di€m cua ban than d~ phan 11' 

~ bac quan di€m eta neu tru6'e do. DLt6'i day la 001?11 van SU dung dfo true tren a€ di~n dat 
1 su nhuong bi?: l There is no denying the fact that even individuals should take the responsibility r 
~ to help solve the environmental problems. The government, however, is more i 
L~ likely t~ take the leading position in directing the whole society to care about 

the environment . 
.-_.... ... ..............-~~~r..~ ......... ~·~...,.,...~~~~ ....... .c 

each difo dat su' nlnrong' be): There is no denying the fact that ... 

~'*"°~~~~~·~ 
l 

' C6 th~ dung nhieu eau true ct§ dien dat SL! nhuong bQ. Ngoru cau true clL((!e gioi thi~u t.' 
trong bai van m~u cua de thi thang 11 nam 2005, ngu:ai ta cung thuong dung cau tnic f 
XUat hi~n trong bai Van ID~U nay: ·I 
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That the globalisation is gaining increasing momentum starts to exert a subtle impact 
on the world languages. Evidently, the growing transnational business communication 
and cultural exchange demands a new language to be created. Though efforts to 
promote an international language had been severely thwarted previously - in the case of 
Esperanto, the emergence of a new language for global communication is still staunchly 
supported by the majority. 

Linguistic scientists and experts have already publicly conceded the seemingly insurmount­ 
able obstacles in either human or machine translation. This could largely be attributed 
to the intrinsic cultural aspects rooted in each language, which are, more often than not, 
"conveniently" overlooked or neglected in the translation process, frequently amounting 
to eventual communication breakdown. Besides, the tones and stresses with which 
sentences are expressed are crucial verbal elements in delivery of meanings intended by 
the speaker as well. Sometimes, a particular sentence could be interpreted in different 
ways if the elements constituting the speech are varied even slightly. Therefore, we could 
tentatively conclude that translation from one language to another might not appear to 
be the best solution to resolve the problems arising from international communication. 
A new language designed to fulfil similar purposes is required. 

Some professionals are looking for alternative solutions and set their sight on English. 
Unsurprisingly, English has risen to predominance and been widely accepted by the 
general population as the main language medium for occasions like business conference, 

Model Essay 

Academic Task 2 Question August 2007 
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exert t} SU d\mg, ap dung 
He exerted all his authority to make them accept the plan. 

• thwart " can tr& 
She was thwarted in her attempt to take control of the party. 

staunchly 111 v (m(>t each) kien quyet /trung thanh 
She staunchly defended the new policy. 

concede < , thua nhan 
It must be conceded that different judges have different approaches to these cases. 

insurmountable 1 khtmg the vucyt qua 
He admitted (that) there might be insurmountable difficulties. 

overlook · khong nhan thay; la cli, bo qua 
We could not afford 10 overlook such a serious offence. 

tentatively .i J !mot each) ngap ngung/khong qua quyet 
They have tentatively agreed to our proposal. 

elimination s~ lea; bo 
the elimination of disease/poverty/crime 
There were three eliminations in the first round of the competition. 

plethora • tinh trang qua thua thai; s6 luong Ion 
The report contained a plethora of detail. 

transcend (1. vuqt qua 
This question is so difficult that it totally transcends the students' comprehension. 

- 371 words - 

chatting, owing much to the unsuccessful endeavour to popularise Esperanto. However, 
one of the direct ethical issues that need to be addressed would have been the elimination 
of a plethora of minority languages, as people from around the globe rushed to pick up a 
foreign language. In addition, the job of translators and interpreters would also be much 
simplified as the availability of a new international language could save the troubles of 
learning many different languages. 

Despite of the challenges involved in learning an entirely novel language, it is 
absolutely a viable and effective approach in modern communication in the long run. 
What is in store for us in the near future, if universal acceptance of a standard language 
could be achieved, would be a world of seamless communication transcending barriers 
of all sorts. 
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Every country, every group of people has a unique culture which people often feel a 
strong need to protect, to prevent it from changing or being damaged. However, that seems 
to be a very boring idea of culture; culture is not like an endangered animal we need to 
keep in zoos, but rather like a wild animal that we cannot control. 

Culture is not dead but something alive and changing, and as we move forward and 
as our culture changes, it is also good to look back to see where we have come from, and 
it would be good if all society, not just the government, took an interest in preserving 
parts of our history and culture. But does preserving mean we should stop doing new 
things? No, it does not; new culture, new ways of doing things are important to have in 
a society. New buildings should not be built in the old styles, but built using new designs 
to match the new technology, new functions and new locations of buildings. What type 
of Vietnamese traditional style should be used to build a stadium that can seat 40,000 
people? Good architecture is a product of thinking about the function, the location and 
the technology available. 

We also need to question whether the things that were done in the past are the best that 
we can do. Why were the buildings in the past seen as the best examples of Vietnamese 
ideas, design and architecture? Why do we have to stop our own creativity while the 

Model Essay 

December 2006 Academic Task 2 Question 
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expense ·l chi phi 
No expense was spared (= they spent as much money as was needed) to make the 
party a success. 

creativity , Linh sang tao 
His poems and paints show his great creativity. 

available -1.f/J roi: c6 s~n 
Every available doctor was called to the scene. 

She managed to preserve her sense of humour under very trying circumstances. 
b<lo ton· duy tri preserve 

endangered ·1~ti co nguy co tuyet elning 
The sea turtle is an endangered species (= it may soon no longer exist). 

unique a ·; don n hat, duy nhat 
The deal will put the company in a unique position to export goods to Eastern 
Europe. 

- 316 words - 

creativity of past builders is to be boringly followed? It sounds like a way to kill culture, to 
kill ideas, to kill the talent of new people working in a new time. 

Of course it is good to keep some things from the past, to protect some buildings, to 
remember our history, but not at the expense of our future. 
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Countries like the USA and Australia are modern multicultural societies; they have 
been created by successive waves of immigration of peoples from other continents 
and countries, as well as by the original inhabitants: Europe, Africa, Asia, and Central 
and South America over several hundreds of years. The result is an exciting and rich 
blend of people, cultures and lifestyles. However, these countries are not without their 
problems as can be seen if you look at their history. 

Countries and communities have probably always been multicultural; no two people 
are the same; even friends have different preferences in clothes, sports teams, food 
and even in beliefs, yet they manage to live and work together, to support each other, 
and to be tolerant of their respective differences. Their friendship is probably richer, 
more interesting and more rewarding as a result. Yet it is not always so; Genghis Khan 
fought bitterly with his "blood brother" even though they had so much in common. 

Life in a multicultural society is richer, the range of experiences available is more 
diverse, yet it is only if each individual is able to accept di'fference that they can enjoy 
it. It is easy to eat the grilled lamb kebabs of the people from Turkey on the streets, 
but it is harder to accept their values, their culture or their religion. 

Model Essay 

I 

Academic Task 2 Question August 2006 
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r · · · · · .... ~ .... ~ ~ ~·~ .... ~·~·~1f 
l each di~n dat ··cm c6 ... mci c6 thL": It is only if that can... ~ 

:~ It is only if ... that ... can ... la m()t trong nhung ca'u true auqc sti' dung d~ di~n dat y ~~ 
Ch? , > • , l A? x A t b).' x :X 1 i co ... mai co tne.: em cau sau rong nl van mau: 2 
It is only if each individual is able to accept difference that they can enjoy it. ~f 

CUng c6 tM thay can bang may, vi du: ~I 
It is only if negotiation fails that we may resort to military force. ~ 

empathise r1'} dong cam 
It's very easy to empathise with the characters in her books. 

bitterly (ad~ I m(>t each cay dang 
He was bitterly disappointed not to get the job. 

kebab ( = kabob) 11 1 thit nuong 
At this weekend, we are going to have a kebab party in the near suburban area. 

grilled ( 1dj1 rnnmg 

After a day's walk, the grilled sausage smelled so inviting to us. 

a blend of su pha trgn, su ket hop 
Their music is a blend of jazz and African rhythms. 

be tolerant of chiu dung: khoan dung 
The present government is even less tolerant of dissent. 

successive (win lien tiep 
He won the World Championship for the third successive year. 

- 263 words - 

We all live in multicultural societies; sometimes the going is easy, but sometimes we 
need to listen to, to understand and to really empathise with the other people from the 
other culture. Unfortunately, we are not always able to do it. 
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11 D~ di@n dat Y tren, ban cilng c6 th~ dung du true Only ... can ... VI du: i 
S Only when students understand and master the basic study, can they know how ~ 

+~ to apply it in practice. S 
~ Only by doing it yourself, can you learn and remember the advantages and ~ 
.. ~ disadvantages of the process. (. 
+~ Do only diroc d?t d§u d.u nen ban cart aao Vi trf cua can va chu ngG' trong menh a~ ~ 
t chfnh. · if 
l .... ~~-~ ..... ~ .... ~~-~ ... ~ ..... ~~ .... ~ .... ~-~-~ 
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Some people say that the widening international exchanges, both in the field of busi­ 
ness and culture, have exerted positive influences to a nation as well as its people. To 
begin with, they promote business co-operation among nations. For example, large multi­ 
national companies spread the latest technologies and experience around the world, and 
international trade has helped so many less developed economies grow. Also, they enrich 
people's lives because people of one nation are given opportunities through international 
tourism, exhibitions and fairs, TV programmes and films, etc. to enjoy the achievements 
of other cultures across the globe. 

However, other people argue that these conditions also create the possible danger of 
undermining a country's national identity. In the first place, traditional cultures might 
fall victim to a global media and entertainment force. This is most evident in some parts 
of the world where "Americanisation" is threatening the preservation of their indigenous 

The world today is characterised by the free flow of information and commodity. The 
frequent interaction and growing interdependence among countries have ended the days 
of regional isolation and absolute national sovereignty, but they have also sparked off 
heated controversies over the positive and negative impacts that a global culture can bring 
into our life. 

Model Essay 

Academic Task 2 Question October zoos 
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• fall victim to bi lam tdn hai; chiu thua, khong ch6ng n6i 
The company has fallen victim to increased competition. 

achievement , 11 thanh tich; thanh tuu 
It gives you a sense of achievement if you actually make it to the end of a very 
long book. 

undermine pha heat ngam; due khoet bao man · 
The President has accused two cabinet ministers of working secretly to 
undermine his position. 

enrich ·i lam phong phii hon 
My life was greatly enriched by knowing her. 

exchange sq: trao ct6i 
She proposes an exchange of contracts at two o'clock. 

controversy , . SI! tranh luan; cuoc tranh cai 
The policy has caused fierce controversy ever since it was introduced. 

spark off khuay dong; gay ra 
The visit of the all-white rugby team sparked off mass demonstrations. 

be characterised by co d?c di~m la; duqc khac hoa I mo ta bt\ng 
His early paintings were characterised by bright colours and bold strokes. 

culture. In Viemam, for instance, few youngsters like or understand "Hue Court Music", 
the quintessence of Vietnamese culture; they go for Hollywood movies and rock music 
instead. Moreover, in the process of globalisation, the world is getting less linguistically 
diverse, as a growing number of people give up their native language for the dominant 
language in the world - English. 

From my point of view, both arguments are the true reflections of the possible conse­ 
quence of an increasing economic and cultural interaction among nations. It boosts 
economic integration and speeds up modernisation but also creates tensions between a 
global culture and a country's national identity. Therefore, we should take the initiative 
in fighting to protect our distinct culture and identity from being submerged by other 
cultural or economic influences. 
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heated controversy over., , = =•~ .. = =4=--1 
1. Rat nhieu de thl viet trong IELTS yeu du thf sinh trinh bay quan di~m v~ m9t va'n 
de xa h¢i a thoi diem hi~n tai. Moi nguoi deu c6 suy nghi va y kie'n ri@ng ve van de 
nay nen khong c6 dap an m~u. Th~ chi m9t s6 van de con gay tranh cai, Vl v~y, 

~

. ngttoi ta thuong dung cum heated controversy over ... trong dean van mo aiu bai 
viet. Xem cau sau trong bai van m~u: 

The frequent interaction and growing interdependence among countries have 
«!'~.. ended the days of regional isolation and absolute national sovereignty, but ~~·' 

they have also sparked off heated controversies over the positive and negative ~ 
impacts that a global culture can bring into our life. 

(fl 2. Sau heated controversy (over), ban co th¬  dung mot menh de bat dau bang ~·· 
whether hoac as to. Vf du: 
There is a heated controversy over whether intelligent students should be 

~ 

taught separately. 9~· 
A heated controversy has arisen as to who should be responsible for looking 
after the old people in our society. 

=~ 

modernisation t111 S]J hien Gl:!-i hoa 
The modernisation of the 100-year-old sewage and water systems will cost 
millions of pounds. 

Integration into another culture is often a long process of self-adjustment. 

~ 

• globalisation Tl S)J toan cau hoa 
\V.!e must take advantage of the increased globalisation of the commodity 
trading business. 

• integration 1/1 SIJ hoa nhap; S!J h()i nhap 
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The positive side of this change is that we now eat much better than our ancestors; 
we all have more access to more food and more kinds of food than at any time in 
history, which has led to increased lifespan, health and general well-being. Furthermore, 
health food has increased in popularity as increasing numbers of people think more 
seriously about their physical well-being. The traditional 'big breakfast' has generally 
lost its appeal and is usually replaced by something light, tasty and fresh. Dietary im­ 
portance outstrips that of customs which might be practised at the dining table. 

The way we eat is indeed changing, and some of the traditions and customs that are 
associated with food from the past are being lost. This change, as a consequence of the 
society we are in, has both positive and negative impacts. 

Our lives, unlike before, are becoming increasingly fast-paced, and we, it:ry to value 
the little free time we have, rather than squandering it on time-consuming tasks such as 
the preparing and the cooking of the family meal. In addition, people are increasingly 
aware of the need to have a nutritious and healthy diet in order to stave off disease and 
illness as well as to promote a longer and fuller life. Modern agribusiness has brought 
about a fundamental change in the raising of dairy animals, poultry and crops, as well 
as the customs, traditions and beliefs associated with agriculture. We no longer practise 
rituals for bumper harvest, nor do we observe customs for the food we consume in such 
a serious manner as before, except on some special occasions. 

Model Essay 

May 2009 General Training Task 2 Question 
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ritual .•1 nght thue: trinh tu 
Wives make a ritual of their household duties. 

I 
( 
( 

{. 
t 

" 

promote L • day manh t The government decided to promote public welfare. 

fundamental ··• J CO' ban 
Agreements are fundamental to business practices. 

stave off ngan chan, phong ngtia 
The lost explorers ate birds' eggs to stave off starvation. 

time-consuming r• •1 ton nhieu thot gian 
Preparing GAP standards is expensive and time-consuming. 

squander , lang phi, phi pharn 
It is a crime to squander our country's natural resources. 

value "' xem trong 
I value your advice. 

consequence ,1 hau qua 
Lung cancer is a consequence of cigarette smoking. 

ey Vocabulary 

- 424 words - 

However, on the negative side, ignorance on the awareness of some special foods has 
also occurred. Some people, especially younger people, have little knowledge of some of 
the traditions and customs that centre on the food offered on a special occasion or for 
a special day. For example, in Vietnam, Banh Chung, which is a kind of glutinous rice 
wrapped in banana leaves, is now consumed as an ordinary breakfast item rather than 
as their cultural significance, commemorating the filial affection of a prince to his royal 
father in an ancient Vietnamese legend. 

The positive has emerged alongside with the negative from the changing ways we 
eat. Humans will continue to change the food they eat and the ways in which that food 
is prepared and eaten. However, the long-cherished and observed traditions should also 
be passed down to the next generation as this 'culinary culture' is deeply rooted in a 
nation's heritage, culture and conventions. 
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heritage 11 l di san 
J The ancient buildings are part of the national heritage. 
'~ 

t convention 1 n quy tr&c, tuc I~ 

His behaviour was unacceptable or undesirable according to social conventions. ~ 
} < 

,r~ ,r ~ ~~ ..r~ ..................... ~ ~ 

culinary culture van hoa am th~c 
Culinary culture plays an important part in a country's culture identity. 

emerge r l l(l ra, xuat luen 
A multitude of heroic figures emerged at that time. 

commemorate 1 ky niem; tu&ng nh& 
We commemorate the founding of oul' nation with a public holiday. 

wrap , 1 bao, boc 
All we do is wrap the books with paper. 

\ I 

outstrip · , ho xa, vuQt qua 
The growth of expenditure will continue to outstrip GDP growth in the next 
three years. 

• lifespan 1 1 tuoi tho 
Any battery has a finite lifespan no matter what device it powers. 

have access to c6 quy~n truy cap, co· hQi sti dung 
We have access to real Lime information about share prices on the Internet 

' 
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- 256 words· 

Thus, I feel that it is not healthy to advocate the labelling of students as talented 
or not in the study of languages. 

It is irresponsible, and indeed, even harmful, to separate and label students as 
talented or not in education at such a tender and vulnerable age. Why should the 
study of a foreign language alone be used as the only yardstick to label students as 
talented or not in education? It is advisable to help all students to understand that 
the study of a foreign language will bring benefit to their studies and, in the future, 
their careers. 

For children in school, to learn a foreign language or not should be determined by 
the school curriculum. Provided that it is offered as a subject, all students - talented 
or otherwise - must study it as partial fulfilment of their academic achievement. 

The study of a foreign language - especially English for children at Grade S - is 
now a compulsory requirement at all primary schools in my country although it was 
not the case just few years ago. With increased globalisation, comes increased cross­ 
cultural contact and because of this, it is important for children to master at least one 
foreign language at an early age so as to prepare them for this global society. To 
understand a foreign language is also an opportunity for children to learn about and 
understand a little about another culture or cultures. Also, it is an opportunity to 
cultivate students' talent, develop their ability in learning and boost their potential 
for further education. 

Model Essay 

Academic Task 2 Question June 2009 
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advisable aj1 thich hop hQ'P ly 

yardstick , 1 tieu chudn so sanh 
She is a yardstick against which I can measure my achievements. 

vulnerable , uJ de bi hu; de bi tdn thuong 
The potato is vulnerable ro several pests. 

tender r 1Ji) te nhi, nhQ.y cam 
Do not mention his divorce - it is a very tender subject. 

label ,,, l clan nhan; phan loat 
The bottle is labelled poison. 

boost ('( nang len; khich 1¢ 
The publication of this boosts my confidence. 

cultivate • 1 trong trot: trau doi 
We must cultivate our own garden and find the JOY of doing it in our own heart. 

master · thong thao. nam vltng 
It is not easy to master a foreign language. 

cross-cultural 1 ,/' giao luu van Ma 
Cross-cultural interaction alone can enrich our spiritual civilisation. 

globalisation su toan cau hoa 
Due to the increased globalisation, the mastery of English is becoming a must 
for a job hunter. 

compulsory j' Mt buce 
ls military service compulsory in your country? 

fulfilment r · S1J man nguyen 
Fulfilment is a feeling of satisfaction that you get from doing or achieving 
something, especially something useful. 

IL will not be advisable Lo pack this course into your already busy schedule. ~ 

advocate tan thanh. tlng hQ i 
He advocates reducing military spending. t 

~~1--M-01<-...0tltH~~~!~~l<?>ID*<.~~~?~ 

·:Key Vocabulary ~:-+·~-~~*~ 

partial " 1i ua thich, me; mc)t phan 
I am very partial to sweet foods. 
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each dien a(ilt menh cte trang ngir chi dieu ki~n: Provided that ... 

Ngoru menh cte trang n.gU chl dieu kien bat ctlu bang if hay whether, ban cung co th~ 
dung menh de trang ngu chi dieu ki~n b~t d~u bang provided that. 
We shall go provided that the weather is fine. 
Provided that circumstances permit, we shall hold the meeting next week. 
By all means, provided that it is a well-paid job. 
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But advertising pays for things that I enjoy; it pays for the TV programmes I watch, 
the TV screens that help me pass the time on the public transport system, and subsidises 
the newspapers I read online. 

It, however, does seem that sometimes there is too much, that it is too pervasive and 
too intrusive. But to completely eliminate it from our everyday life would be an unwise 
decision. We have to live with it, but maybe some respect for the consumers might be nice. 

- 268 words - 

Advertising is a sign of our times; it is everywhere, from my public to my private 
life, from SMS messages on my phone to the back of toilet doors, to TV screens in the 
supermarkets, on the streets and in elevators. But does it ever serve a purpose other than 
to tell me how pitiful my life is without a certain product? 

Advertising might be like medicine; not nice but necessary from time to time. When 
we want to buy a new computer or go on a holiday, some of us will do two things: do 
so-me online research and then check out the best deals online or in the papers. This 
works for us; we get the right information at the right time. And we are grateful. 

On another day, we may be strolling in the street with our friends enjoying the 
sunshine, but then a large TV screen jumps into life telling us the merits of a certain 
shampoo, or a certain car model. This is intrusive, distracting and perhaps even danger­ 
ous as it makes vision in the street more difficult. 

Model Essay 

Academic Task 2 Question April 2001 
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pervasive tll/; tran ng~p 
A sense of social change is pervasive in her novels. 

subsidise t' bao cap, trQ' cap 
The housing projects are subsidised by the government. 

distracting '11 ,i) gay xao Jang 
There is always a distracting noise from the next door. 

intrusive ( .ulj' (co tinh) xam pham 
The constant presence of the media was very intrusive. 

• stroll 1 tan b9 
People were strolling along the beach. 

merit II chat] rrong: SlJ' ning dang; S~ Xwlt sil.c 
He was awarded a certificate of merit for his piano playing. 
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Opponents of strict media control often point out that some of the violence shown 
on TV is the true portrayal of what is happening around us and people have the right to 
know it. Although this is undoubtedly true, it also means that people who see them 
a lot may gradually develop a sense of insecurity and mistrust as they are forced to 

Television is a powerful tool of communication. It may bring us laughter and joy, 
but may also incite hatred or violence, leading us towards deviant behaviours and 
crimes. A responsible government should protect the general public by strictly regu­ 
lating any inappropriate programmes on TV. 

Over recent years, there has been an increasing amount of media violence. TV 
series portray serial killers, gun battles and brutal fighting. News and documentaries 
illustrate every detail of a startling crime in the name of crime investigation. TV 
viewers today are so used to violence that they never think it disturbing but find it 
fun to watch. 

Young people and children are the greatest victims of this surge in media violence. 
Not yet able to distinguish between right and wrong, they often imitate the violence 
they observe on TV and accept it as the normal way to behave towards others. It is 
reported that many juvenile crimes are the direct result of viewing aggressive behaviours 
on TV. 

Model Essay 

General Training Task 2 Question April zoos 
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imitate ( b~t chuec 
Some of the younger pop bands try to imitate their musical heroes from the 
past. 

aggressive . 11 hung hang, hung ho 
If I criticise him, he gets aggressive and starts shouting. 

undoubtedly 11 • m<.)t each chac chan, ro rang 
Despite of her young age, she was undoubtedly the best teacher l have ever met. 

insecurity l unh trang hap benh 
Nations which are not self-sufficient in energy will face a future of insecurity. 

disturbing r l'/•) gay nao loan: gay lo M.ng/kh6 chiu 
The police made a disturbing discovery when they found a dead body near 
the river. 

investigation 1 :;lJ: dieu tra 
Currently, the individuals who might have caused the accident are under 
in vest igati on. 

inappropriate • .. · khong phU hop khOng thich hop 
I think it would be inappropriate for you to invite her to a party so soon after 
her husband's death. 

regulate 1 quy Jinh 
Her mother strictly regulates how much TV she can watch. 

portray , mieu ta 
The painting portrays a beautiful young woman in a blue dress. 

illustrate minh hoa 
The lecturer illustrated his point with a diagram on the blackboard. 

startling a dang c~ ti y; lam sung sot 
The reforms to improve services to the public have produced startling results. 

· Key'Voca~ulary 

- 266 words - 

believe they are living in a dangerous world. 

Psychological and sociological studies have concluded that violence on the screen 
is contributing to increased crime rate in our world. The government should combat 
the threat of media violence to the general public. 



www .nhantriviet.com 58 

It is often reported that people who live near nuclear stations suffer from 
cancer, and this is proof that nuclear power is dangerous. 

TLrong ttr, ban c6 th~ vie't: 

It is reported that many juvenile crimes are the direct result of viewing 
aggressive behaviours on TV. 

~ , 
~{ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
I 
l 

~ 
I 

.. ..-. ~"Sr~ ~ .....,..>. ~ ......_... ~r-~~~· 

Khi vi€t van ngh] luan, neu can trinh bay luan ct.'r la St! vi~c xay ra trong thuc t€ ma 
ban biet ch.tqc nhb' theo doi tin tu·c, ban c6 tM dung cau true It is reported that ... (Co 
tin cho biet ... ). Xem cau sau trong bai van mau: 

It is reported that ... 

mistrust •) St!'. nga \'lJC 

There is still considerable mistrust between the management and the 
workforce. 

combat , dau tranh, ch6ng lai; co gfog lam gtam I suy yeu 
The government is spending millions of dollars in its attempt to combat drug 
abuse. 
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On the other hand, the mighty power of advertising is also a contributing factor. 
Inundated by a succession of seductive images and attractive prices, most consumers 
find it hard to resist the allure of possessing the advertised products. Following the prin­ 
ciple of "3B" (baby, beauty and beast), many advertisers use newborn infants, gorgeous 

In advanced industrial countries as well as in many less developed ones, new con­ 
sumer products are emerging at an alarming rate to meet the increasingly diverse needs 
of people from all walks of life. And it seems that this trend of consumerism is fuelled 
by the widespread advertising in modern societies. In my opinion, both factors are 
critical to the soaring sales of consumer goods. 

On the one hand, with the fast pace of modernisation, people's physical and spir­ 
itual needs are greatly diversified and carefully categorised, which can be witnessed by 
mushrooming supermarkets, department stores and shopping malls. From kitchenware 
to gardening implements, from office consumables to household confections, those 
places exist to provide a splendid array of modern commodities, catering to every par­ 
ticular taste of humans. No wonder that many housewives are so thrilled at the thought 
of another shopping spree! Moreover, many new businesses have sprouted up in recent 
decades. For example, the pedicure industry is thriving in Southeast Asia as an effective 
channel to relieve the stresses and strains of modem life. 

Model Essay 

Academic Task 2 Question April 2004 
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cater to phuc vu cho 
Our dining room tries to cater to all passengers' tastes. 

array ' J day: danh sach 
The government is beset with a complex array of economic problems. 

implement I dung cu, COTig CU 

The farmers set up a farm implement repair shop. 

mushroom phat trien nhanh 
We expect the market to mushroom in the next two years. 

K categorise . phan loai 
His latest work cannot be categorised as either a novel or an autobiography. 

soar r tang VQt 

Air pollution will soon soar above safety levels. 

fuel tie'p nbien lieu; lam gia tang 
The helicopter was already f uelled (up) and ready 10 go. 

The comments received were diverse and on some issues conflicting. 
da dang diverse 

emerge I xuat hien, lo ra 
The movement is developing, new things have yet Lo emerge, and they are 
emerging in an endless stream. 

- 347 words - 

females and domestic animals to stimulate purchasing impulses in the audience - their 
potential customers - though those icons are irrelevant to their products. For instance, 
although car manufacturers and real estate developers have been criticised for using 
shapely models in their advertisements, the climbing sales of cars and properties give 
evidence of their great success, at least in commercial terms. 

In conclusion, in the analysis of excessive consumption, it is obvious that people's 
real needs and the magnetism of advertising are the two most powerful forces at work. 
In fact, it is often difficult to distinguish between them because a really fascinating 
advertisement can actually create new needs in the viewers, who feel compelled to go 
on a shopping tour! 
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i 
compel Mt, ep 

·--..You can compel obedience, but not affection. 

~ ,._ ._').~L ~'"' 1:..........,,_ ~~ ................. .,.~ ~ 

magnetism I tu hoc; SUC ha'.p daD 
What magnetism drew these quaking ruined creatures into his orbit? 

excessive 'il qua mue 
The lack of humus and the excessive leaching make this soil almost useless for 
agricultural purpose. 

criticise 1 chi trich 
The magistrate criticises the lawless behaviour of the football crowd. 

estate bat d(mg san 
The house and estate are entailed on the eldest daughter. 

irrelevant , id" kh6ng thich hop: khong lien quan 
The solution is irrelevant to the problem. 

stimulate ' 1 kieh thieh 
Extra-curricular activities create an environment to stimulate and enhance 
student learning. 

allure t. sue loi cudn 
For many of the 180,000 or so annual visitors, part of Biosphere 2's allure lies in 
its first mission as an experimental habitat for space travellers. 

inundate trim ngap 
The oceans will warm, and glaciers will melt, causing sea levels to rise and salt 
water to inundate settlements along many low-lying coasts. 

contribute g6p phan 
The arrangement will contribute to cement our pleasant relationship. 

thriver phat dat 
With patient industry, she revived the failing business and made it thrive. 

The tea plants sprouted new buds after the pruning. 
dam chili nay ](le; phat trien sprout 

The magician thrilled his audience with his feats of magic. 
~ thrill « lam chan d~ng; lam hOi h9p; lam vui smmg 

~ 

~ 
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With the increasing competition among a medley of different media, newspapers, 
magazines, and even the Internet are putting out stories of people's private lives to gain 
the attention of the public. Yet, this way of boosting sales is hard for me to accept. 
Therefore, it is my strong recommendation for the government to ban such practice, 
which is against moral principles. 

Seemingly, this problem is not serious enough to be prohibited by the government. 
However, to expose one's privacy is an insult to his or her dignity. Indeed, in the society, 
everyone, whether a celebrity or an ordinary person, is allowed to enjoy the right of 
privacy without any infringement. Meanwhile, no one expects that his or her private 
story gets published and becomes the laughing stock shared by all. 

It is true that man is born to be on tiptoe for privacy with curiosity. Nevertheless, 
it is by no means a sufficient reason to allow the practice of making public people's 
privacy. As a consequence, it would encourage an immoral conduct of nosing into 
others' privacy. Indeed, some teenagers who have read the information describing the 
affairs of a movie star could be under the wrong impression about love. 

As far as the public is concerned, some private stories give a misleading example of 
love and marriage. In fact, some newspapers and magazines are teeming with the photos 

Model Essay 

General Training Task 2 Question February 2004 
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conduct tu each; each cu xu, hanh vi 
The reporter was accused of unprofessional conduct. 

laughing stock tro cuot 
If you do that, you will make yourself a laughing stock. 

on tiptoe ddy hao hue; ham muon . 
The children were on tiptoe before the birthday party. 

sufficient , 1• ;J day dti 
In order to maintain physical well-being, a person should eat wholesome food and 
get sufficient exercise. 

infringement SU xam pham 
That law is an out-and-out infringement of our civil rights. 

prohibit ( cam 
Smoking is prohibited in most theatres. 

insult xiic pha m 
su xuc pham 

He insulted her with his rude remarks. 

ban, CclP'l 

Chemical weapons are banned internationally. 

moral r.» · (thu(lc ve) dao due 
The newspapers were full of moral outrage at the weakness of other countries. 

medley Sl,r pha tr9n; hOn hop 
The building was a medley of styles from different periods. 

recommendation 11 ki~n nghi 
The committee made recommendations to the board on teachers' pay and 
conditions. 

- 314 words - 

and articles detailing the new girlfriends or boyfriends of celebrities, which contributes 
to the disturbing mindset that marriage is no longer as important and sacred as before. 

In view of the above undesirable impacts, it is reasonable to assume that the practice 
of printing privacy is detrimental to our social ethics. It is my earnest request to our 
government that such practice should be forbidden in the form of law. Furthermore, it 
is the obligation of all citizens to respect and value other people's privacy. 

,, 
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obligation , 1 nghta vu, ban phan 
She did not feel under any obligation to tell him the truth. 

forbid r . cam 
He forbade them from mentioning the subject again. 

earnest ,i11 nghiern tuc, nghiern chinh 
When I looked over, he was in earnest conversation with his father. 

detrimental , 1) co hai. gay bt-lt lqi 
The policy will be detrimental to the peace process. 

assume · cho r~ng 
It is generally assumed that stress is caused by too much work. 

sacred a:1 thleng lieng, cao ca 
He considered it a sacred duty to fulfil his dead father's wishes. 

mindset r r tu duy; dinh kien 
It is hard to change the mindset of the public and the press. 

celebrity nguoo n61 tieng 
She became a celebrity overnight. 

His mind was still teeming with various projects. 

• 

impression cam gtac; an LuQ'Ug 
She gives the impression of being very busy. 

~ 

l 
misleading • I) sai Iam l 
It would be seriously misleading to suggest that television has no effect on children. 

be teeming with co rat nhi~u 

affair n . chuyen yeu duong 
The book does not make any mention of his love affair. 
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In comparison, TV focuses mainly on visual impact and offers audiences instant grat­ 
ification. The imagery created is external from our mind and is created by the director 

I agree that reading is thought-provoking and can expand one's imagination. Further­ 
more, reading has the great potential to develop one's language skills in a more sublim­ 
inal and in-depth way than watching TV. 

By reading, we form a mental picture of what the author narrates and depicts. 
Through the use of words, the author is creating pictures and images of the scenes within 
the book in our mind. Though we may have finished reading a novel like God Father, 
we can often 'see' certain scenes again with a 'rerun' in our mind. Another example is 
our reading mind may also go along with the multiple reports and stories in a daily 
newspaper, which helps lift our horizon, develop our cultural enlightenment and enrich 
our language abilities. 

The ability to use language is actually a cumulative build-up from reading. An author 
should have a large pool oflanguage skills before a volume or an article could be written. 
By the same token, we read to interpret, understand or even enjoy either for pleasure or 
for knowledge. In the course of reading, we are wittingly or unwittingly influenced and 
will turn to use what we have read. 

Model Essay 

1 
J 

Academic Task 2 Question May 2009 
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wittingly , 1"' chu tam, coy 
I would never wittingly offend him. 

volume ·11 quyen/t~p saeh 
Is that volume still in print? 

build-up · 11 8'1,l' quang cao d~ cao (al I cai gi): SU tich luy d~n dan 
The press has given the show a tremendous build-up. 

cumulative , , 1 tich I tty, don lat 
It is a cumulative process. 

enlighten lam sang to 
Can you enlighten me on this subject? 

multiple I•' nhteu; vo s6 
Ile is the person with multiple injuries. 

The book depicts him as a rather unpleasant character. 
khac hoa depict 

narrate I', 1 tu&ng thuat, ke 
Shall I narrate a strange experience of mine? 

in-depth . i1 toan dien, k5· luong, ehuven sau 
An in-depth interview with prominent Asian entrepreneurs is held on ICS now. 

~~~~~ 

provoke kich <19ng, lam day len 1 
Such a questionable assertion is sure to provoke criticism. ~ 

subliminal 1) ngi:im; (thunc) tiem thuc ~ 
Patented devices known to facilitate subliminal message delivery are too !\ 
numerous to list. 5 

- 285 words - 

and depends on the footage taken, though it could be said that this footage is, in itself, a 
realisation of the imagination of the director! 

From the contrast between reading and watching TV, I think that reading can make 
a person perfect. The end resulting from reading is long-term whereas that from TV may 
be temporary and not as significant in potential as reading. 
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by the same token 

Khi viet van ngh] luan, ban co th€ dung each di~n dat by the same token (tlldng tu, 
ciing nnu thf) a~ dua ra luan cu tuong tit lu~n cu aa neu tnroc d6 nham ma r(:mg y 
cho bat viet va bay to St! tan thanh m9t quan cMm. Xem cau sau trong bru van mau: J 
An author should have a large pool of language skills before a volume or an 
article could be written. By the same token, we read to interpret, understand 
or even enjoy either for pleasure or for knowledge. 

Ban cung c6 th~ dung similarly ct€ di~n dat y tren. 

Kbi lTILI011 di~n dat m<)t sir viec hoan toan trai ngU:~C Vffi su Vi~C aa neu tnroc d6, ban 
c6 tM dung by contrast hoac dung cac each di~n d9t sau: ... is a totally different 
story, A different case is shown in ... 

Global warming would have a long-term impact on human life. 
long-term , ·d( da, han, lau dai 

The film contained some old newsreel footage. 
canh phim footage 

This news programme only covers external events. 
external 1.111 ben ngoai 

imagery I, hinh tuong, hinh anh 
The verbal imagery has hardly changed. 

He got gratification when he knew his plans have been realised. 
gratification 11 su hai long 

I took an instant dislike to him. 
instant ,J1l ngay tur khac 
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However, the far greater impression international visitors leave is a good one. 
Typically, international visitors bring with them money which they inject into the local 
economy they are visiting, which is excellent for business. They can also educate the 
local people about what life is like in another part of the world. These international 
travellers are like 'ambassadors' for their countries and can cause others to want to 
visit their countries - this brings with it obvious economic benefits as well. In addition, 
international visitors can help others to see things from a different perspective and, 
often, improve on the way things are done. 

With the general decrease in travelling costs, international travel is becoming more 
prevalent. For a variety of reasons and with greater frequency, people are travelling 
to other countries. International visitors bring their own range of behaviours and 
customs to the countries they visit. I believe the advantages international travellers 
bring to the countries they choose to visit outweigh the negatives. 

Unfortunately, all countries have within them people who exhibit undesirable be­ 
haviour. The vociferous minority seem to leave an impression in the minds of people 
in host countries. Whether it be leaving the hotel room in a complete mess, or loudly 
arguing about a matter with a local person, international visitors are sometimes a poor 
advertisement for their countries. This is certainly the negative side of international 
visitors. 

Model Essay 

May 2006 Academic Task 2 Question 
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ambassador 1 d~i sif 
The best ambassadors for the sport are the players. 

inject . born, ttem, dua vao 
They are hoping a change of leader will inject new energy into the movement. 

vociferous 1(1 tf) to tieng am I 
There was a vociferous critic of the president's stance. 

exhibit i • tnmg bay, trien lam; bi~u I~ 
They will be exhibiting their new designs at the trade fairs. 

outweigh c6 nhieu anh hu&ng hon, lan at 
The risks are vastly outweighed by the potential benefits. 

frequency / tan so; mU:c do thtnmg xuyen 
Fatal road accidents have decreased in frequency over recent years. 

a variety of nhieu 
There is a wide variety of patterns to choose from. 

- 281 words - 

Problems can arise from international visitors; however, the benefits they bring 
to the countries they visit are greater. International visitors around the world will 
continue to impact the countries to which they travel, and it is up to the individual to 
make sure the example they set is a good one. 
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Each year, hundreds of millions of people travel around the globe for leisure, busi­ 
ness, and other purposes. The continuous and steady growth of international tourism 
brings together people from different cultural systems and inevitably leads to misunder­ 
standings and conflicts that are difficult to resolve. 

Among the forces contributing to the tension behind these cross-cultural encoun­ 
ters, those of language barriers are perhaps the most prominent. Communication with 
foreigners has always been difficult and may lead to misunderstandings even with the 
help of a tour guide or an interpreter. Then, differences in customs and traditions may 
also produce quite a lot of unpleasantness during a journey. In many Muslim countries, 
for example, pork and wine are never served because of a taboo against them. This 
may be particularly difficult to adapt to for a· traveller who is planning a long-term 
stay. Similarly, a Western woman travelling to the Middle East may find it annoying 
to have to wear a headscarf. What is more, different usage of measurements may cause 
difficulty in communication. When referring to distance, for instance, Americans tend 
to use "miles", which may cause some difficulty in understanding to people who use 
"kilometres". 

Model Essay 

Academic Task 2 Question April 2004 
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taboo 11 di~u cam k.Y. 
Death is one of the great taboos in our cuJrure. 

unpleasantness n su cfu CQ, S\I ba'l hca 
I would rather avoid any unpleasantness with the neighbours. 

interpreter r thong dich vien 
Speaking through an interpreter, the President said that the talks were going well. 

prominent 1 .Ii' noi bat 
The church tower was a prominent feature in the landscape. 

barrier l ~1 rao can 
Lack of confidence is a psychological barrier to success. 

resolve gia1 quyet 
Attempts are being made to resolve the problem of security in schools. 

inevitably a 1-r.) ch~c chan 
Inevitably, the press exaggerated the story. 

Over thousands of years, peoples from central Asia came to settle here. 
people , ngu<'ri; dan cu: dan toe 

The castle receives a steady stream of visitors. 
steady , .i /j deu d~n 

·.\~ey Vocabulary 

- 319 words - 

Apart from these tensions caused by cultural differences, international tourism may 
also lead to conflicts between tourists and a local community. International tourism 
brings huge numbers of travellers from all over the world to a local community who 
may prefer to live peacefully without disruption from the outside world. However, 
noise, congestion, and pollution always accompany international tourists to the envir­ 
onment and cultures of the regions they visit. 

Undeniably, international tourism is among the foremost vehicles for cultural 
exchange and proves to be an effective way to boost a region's economic growth. 
However, before the cultural gap that exists between the home and a foreign destin­ 
ation can be bridged and "hospitable tourism" becomes a global practice, it always 
creates tension rather than understanding along the trip. 
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destination diem den 
Our luggage was checked all the way through to our final destination. 

thiic d~v boost 

Television has become an important vehicle for spreading political ideas. 
phuong ti~n vehicle 

Shouts of protest accompanied this announcement. 
di kern, xay ra Cling accompany 

The route was designed to relieve traffic congestion. 
congestion " sv tac nghen 

disruption Sl.J gay va; S1.J roi IOQ.ll, Sl.J mot tr~t tu 
We aim 10 help you move house with minimum disruption to yourself. 

The government has done nothing to resolve the conflict over nurses' pay. 
mau thudn conflict 

Accurate measurement is very important in science. 
su do luong; so do measurement 

Her most annoying habit was eating with her mouth open. 
annoying, j, gay kho chiu, gay hue b(li 

The academic year is divided into two terms. 
term ,, thOi ban; giai doan, kY I 

I 
i 
J 
I 
I t 
iii 

~ +. 

I
. This group exists to try to bridge the gap between the unemployed and employers I: 

who need workers. 

hospitable " I men khach ! The local people are very hospitable to strangers. . · J. 
*~~i11.t+~~-.M--t~~-~:itt#-:-+~r~~ 
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No one can deny that a trip to a remote destination away from one's everyday life 
and culture is an exciting experience for the traveller, but its negative impact on the 
local culture and traditions cannot be ignored. 

In many places, cultural traditions are destroyed because they are being commer­ 
cialised for profits. For example, the moment a tourist sets foot on a place of attraction, 
he is always first welcomed by a crowd of peddlers or a line of shops selling souvenirs 
and handicrafts that are often fake and overpriced. What is more, in the peak tourist 
seasons, there are just so many visitors that even the remotest island turns into a 
noisy market. Those who are expecting a quiet cultural journey may finally end up 
seeing the same hustle and bustle in a modern city. 

There are, however, arguments for setting up money-making attractions in a tourist 
area. We cannot afford to renovate historical buildings if they were not visited at a 
price. If traditional skills and lifestyles were not presented to visitors in an impressive 
way, they might soon be forgotten. For many parts of the world, tourism becomes a 
major source of income and helps to save the local culture from dying out. 

We should find the right balance between tourism development and cultural pro­ 
tection, and I believe the government has a very important role to play here. In my 

Model Essay 

Academic Task 2 Question March zoos 
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hustle and bustle su nhon nhtp, S\1' huyen nao 
I love the hustle and bustle of the marketplace. 

renovate " , sua chua lal 
He renovates old houses and sells them at a profit. 

fake ,, In gia mac 
He was charged with possessing a fake passport. 

souvenir qua luu ni~m 
Ile bought a model of a red London bus as a souvenir of his trip to London. 

peddler r u nguoi ban rong 
A peddler travels to different places to sell small goods, usually by going from 
house to house. 

commercialise thuong mat hoa 
It's a pity Christmas has become so commercialised. 

ignorer, phdt le 
Safety regulations are being ignored hy company managers in the drive Lo 
increase profits. 

destination , 11 diem den 
It took us all day to reach our destination. 

remote 111/r xa xoi. heo lanh 
They take little interest in a conflict far from their homes and remote from their 
everyday problems. 

- 259 words - 

own country, for example, many tourist cities have made effective development plans 
to successfully attract large numbers of visitors while still preserving their distinct 
cultural traditions. 
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f
..... . .. . . . . ~ ..... ~ ..... ~""'.'~ ..... ~·~~ 

each <lien dat tM hi~n quan diem trung hoa: find the right balance between... I 
+ f 
~ and... ~ 

+~ Trlnhongbphan ke't ;~~n c?a banhi van nhghdi ~u?; ban c6 tMbdun~ each dien ~~ tren d:~ ~ 
{ tr' ay quan uiem cua ml . cae ien u;;it nay giiip an cua ra quan uiem trung 'f 
s hoa, nghia la ban nhan th~y ca hai y kie'n duqc d~ c~p tnroc do d~u hop ly nen can 

i ke't hop va tim st! can bang phu hop. Xem cau sau trong bai van mAu: 
We should find the right balance between tourism development and cultural 

+ ? protection. 
+~ 

J 
Lay m(?t vf du khac la d6i val tre em, ne'u dira ra qua nhi~u phep tac thl khong tot 
nhung khong dtia ra phep tac ding khong duqc. Trong tnrong hop nay, ban c6 th~ !! 

' neu quan cMm trung hoa: ~L 

+~ The answer lies in finding the right balance (between no rules and coo many ~ 
+~ rules). ~f 

~...,.w..,.~...,.~""~~~~+~~""~ .... ~ ... ~J 
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It is said that there would be less cross-country travel in the near future possibly 
due to the reason that the turmoil happens on sectors of the planet, and thus the visa 
policy is about to become much stricter. Plus, constant rising fuel price gives rise to an 
unaffordable travel budget. Though the trend can be a little true, 1 still hope it would 
not happen. 

Cutting down non-essential travelling flights can definitely save the planet im­ 
measurable barrels of crude oil, which shows human's care and love for the nature. 
Environmentally friendly mindsets are no doubt very welcome in today's world which 
is characterised by all kinds of crisis - including the energy one. Additionally, safety 
problems caused by travel-related crime are never concerned if international travel is 
no longer the choice for a holiday plan. 

The above scenario seems quite pleasant. However, for that, a lot of fun is sacrificed. 
Watching 'Travel Log' on travel channel can hardly offer people something special 
about where the history happened, or the real thrilling taste on tongue from the local 
dishes. How can viewing planimetric scenes on the mass media compete with standing 
on Catherine the Great's doorstep at St. Petersburg's Winter Palace or walking all along 
the Great Wall in China? People learn the beauty of the world by experiencing them, 
don't they? What is more, reducing international travel would adversely influence 
regions and countries where tourism is the backbone industry. This revenue decrease 

Model Essay 
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backbone xuong song; tru CQt 
They are the backbone of the factory. 

adversely , i J theo hucmg bat !qi 
It is obvious that such uncomfortable feelings must affect people adversely. 

sacrifice h' smh 
He is always ready to sacrifice his personal interest for public good. 

characterise r bieu thi d~e diEim, la net d~c tnmg (eua 1 
Pollution, violence, and poverty characterise many Third World cities. 

mindset 1 tu duy 
\Ve approach our business with a mindset of excellence. 

environmentally friendly 1d than thi~n vot moi tnrcmg 
Now, many environmentally friendly waterborne materials are very popular for 
coating houses because they have no smell. 

• immeasurable 1 11 vo han, v6 so 
Immeasurable quantity of natural resources was lost forever through misuse. 

budget , ngan sach 
Budget problems hung up the project for months. 

constant 1d1 lien tuc, lien mien 
."vlaltcr is in constant motion and constant change. 

turmoil su hon Joan/roi loan 
She felt like her family was in turmoil after the divorce. 

- 305 words - 

could have led to another inning of economic crisis in countries like Malaysia or 
Thailand, and inevitably, economy would be hindered on a global basis in today's 
globalised world. 

All in all, cross-boundary travel is a fairly important part of human life as well as 
a crucial contributor to the world's economy. We had better not spoil the ship for a 
half-penny-worth of tar. 
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contributor I· nhan t6 g6p pMn vao/dt:ta de11 ... 

l
Ca.rbon dioxide is the largest contributor to the greenhouse effect. 

spoil lam Im hai 
The heavy rain has spoilt the flowers in the park. 
-- -.,,- :NX ,,.._. ---~ ~..A.~.X. ,,,._,..~ ~~ 

hinder (~· can tr& 
Negative thoughts hinder happiness. 

crucial 1ur 1 (mang tinh) quyet dmh, quan trong' 
All the delegates are crucial for the candidates. 
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Ever since the invention of currency, humans have been both enjoying economic 
benefits and encountering financial problems. From my point of view, money does 
enable an individual to lead a more decent life; however, in many situations, it is also 
the origin of envy, stress, conflict and crime. 

·on one hand, it is undeniable that earning more money ensures higher standards 
of living. This is especially evident in the shift of the role that women play in the 
modern society. No longer satisfied with the traditional responsibilities of housewives, 
many females have entered the workforce by taking up a full-time job. With high and 
steady double income, couples known as DINKs can readily afford an expensive house 
and all the luxuries they desire, such as a splendid racing car and a magnificent home 
theatre. That is the very reason why the accumulation of wealth becomes the single most 
important goal in many people's lives. 

On the other hand, money is always straining interpersonal relationships and even 
causing human tragedies. Take an extended family as an example. If one of the siblings 
is a high-earning careerist and enjoys all the pleasures of life while the others still lead 
a rather modest existence, that sibling will undoubtedly become the source of envy and 

Model Essay 

General Training Task 2 Question June 2006 
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inheritance di san: quyen thua ke; tai san dUQ'C thtra ke 
The three countries shared a common linguistic and religious inheritance. 

extended family d(!i gta dinh 
Tired of the complex relations in an extended family, the new couple decided to move 
outside. 

tragedy," bi kleh, di~u dang buon 
It is a tragedy (that) so many children are unable to get a decent education. 

strain "' lam cang thang 
Negotiations between the two nations had been strained since the war. 

accumulation su Lich luy 
They began accumulation of wealth for the future housing plan. 

I 

magnificent 1, vi c1~', hoanh trdng 
New Orleans is famous for its magnificent old oak trees. 

DINK =Double Income, No Kids thu nhap kep, khOng con 
Most modern families in larger cities nrc gradually falling into the category of DINK. 

currency •1 ti&n t~ 

The US dollar fell yesterday against most foreign currencies. 

financial J (thuoc Ve) tai ehinh 
In my country, there are various kinds of official financial institutions, including 
banks and insurance companies. 

- 332 words - 

the focus of jealousy. Also, when it comes to a massive inheritance upon the death of a 
parent, domestic conflicts may be intensified by each child trying to get a larger share 
than the others, sometimes to the point that legal actions are involved to settle the 
dispute. What is worse, unable to resist the temptations of a high life, some youngsters 
are lured to commit various crimes in hope of achieving instant wealth. 

In conclusion, personal wealth, with all its merits and demerits, can have a double­ 
edged impact on our lives. Therefore, it is suggested that while pursuing wealth to 
increase their living standards, people should be fully aware of all the pitfalls and 
unhappiness that are associated with money. 
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In conclusion, personal wealth, with all its merits and demerits, can have a double-edged 
impact on our lives. ti.._ 

Khi vie't van nghi luan, c:t~c bi~t la neu de bai yeu du neu uu kbuye't cMm cua m9t sv 
v~t I SI,( vi~c nae d6, thucmg thi ban pha! de c?p cte11 tac d9ng thee huoug tfch eve Ian 
tieu circ cua SI,!' v~t /stt vi~c a6 aoi voi moi ngt.rbi. Trong tru'ang hop nay, ban co th~ 
dung cum tu· have a double-edged impact on. Vf du: 
These events could have a double-edged impact on our economy. 

Nghia goc cua double-edged la co hai lztlii, nghla phal sinh la co hai mif,t. Ban cung c6 r. 
th@ dung cau true something is a double-edged sword k.hi a~ c~p aen m(>t su' V~t/St! ~ 
vi~c nao do c6 ca uu cMm Ian khuyet ai~m. Vf du: i 
Competition is a double-edged sword that may enable or hinder development. ~ 

? ·~· ,.,__,.,.*' ~ ~. r .- """""' ,,..._.,.,__ T ~.J' .,..~,, ' ~~,..._.....,,..~ «: ~ ~ 

have a double-edged impact on ... 

Luu y cau sau trong bai van mau: 

double-edged ., ·11 J co hai Iuot; co hat mat; nu<Yc d6i 
To avoid hurting any of the rwo parties involved, be made a double-edged remark. 

lure thu hut; earn do 
The university hopes to lure a new coach with an attractive salary package. 

intensify ,.,r tang cuong 
He intensified his training, running 45 miles a week. 
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In this world with greater material wealth, shopping is viewed not only as a means 
of obtaining daily necessities, but also as a popular leisure activity. Many people feel 
an impulse to go to supermarkets, shopping malls and online stores when they are in 
a good or bad mood, and they often spend more than they earn on things they do not 
really need. 

There are several reasons for this growing interest in shopping. In the first place, 
fast economic development has allowed a greater variety of commodities to be pro­ 
duced, displayed and sold. A shopper planning to buy some food in the supermarket 
may bring home clothes and many other things that he or she likes rather than needs. 
Also, many shopping venues have provided entertainment and service facilities that 
make people's shopping experience more comfortable and enjoyable. For example, 
some large shopping centres provide babysitting se_rvices to young mothers who can 
then take time to enjoy a day-long, relaxing shopping trip. 

It seems that people's being free and able to shop whatever and wherever they like 
is an indication of wealth and prosperity, and by encouraging consumption and pro­ 
duction, the whole world's economy will improve. However, the negative impacts of 
modern consumerism should not be overlooked. Excessive packaging is disposed of 
carelessly and poses a threat to the environment. It is also a pity to see unrestrained 

Model Essay 

September 2005 General Training Task 2 Question 
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dispose of thai ra, vtit bo 
They are accused of illegally disposing of hazardous materials. 

excessive \Q I ) qua rmrc 
Crops were destroyed by the excessive rainfall lust August. 

prosperity su thinh vuong, SI! pha; dat, ..::l.l' giau c6 
For this city, the past ten years were a time of increasing prosperity. 

babysit tr6ng tre - babysitter 11 nguoi trong tre 
Our babysitter is from the local college. 

This season's entertainments include five new plays and several concerts of Chinese 
and Indian music. 

entertainment , n huoi bi~u di~n; su giai tn 

The stadium has been specifically designed as a venue for European Cup matches. 
/ 

venue dia diem 

a greater variety of rat nhieu, vo so 
The equipment could be used for a greater variety of educational purposes. 

impulse 1 su th6i thuc 
I had this sudden impulse to shout out "Rubbish!" in the middle of her speech. 

daily necessity nhu cau/ d() dung thiet yeu Mng ngay 
The report stresses the daily necessity of eating plenty of fresh fruit and vegetables. 

- 298 words· 

shopping replacing the more healthy activities of visiting the park, going to the church 
and regular community gatherings. 

There is nothing wrong with shopping as long as we know what we can afford, 
but it might be a good idea to reduce our shopping expenditure and invest more in 
education and medical care, or simply save more money, work less, and lead a more 
satisfying and environmentally friendly life. 
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Khi vi€'t van ngh] luan, ban c6 th~ dung mau cau The negative impacts oL should 
not be overlooked lam cau chuyen tie'p M m6' d§u cho vi~c thao lu~n v~ 'diem 
bat lQ'i ciia Stf v~t/si+' vi~c nae a6. Ban co tM thay negative impacts bang cac tir 
drawbacks, dangers, problems, risks ... Vi du: 
Whilst it can be argued that the competitive games could be beneficial to uniting the 
people of different groups, the emergence of a variety of related problems should not 
be overlooked. 

The negative impacts of ... should not be overlooked. 

Lt(U y cau sau trong bai van m~u: 
However, the negative impacts of modem consumerism should not be overlooked. 



I t 
r 

' I 
www.nhantriviet.com 88 

The pursuit of happiness is an everlasting human endeavour in all societies. However, 
happiness is probably the most elusive thing in the world and when defining it, people 
often hold widely different views. In my opinion, although the definitions of happiness 
may vary, they can fall into two broad categories, which will be discussed below. 

Some people think they can obtain happiness through acquisition. Their lives are an 
incessant course of possessing something, whether it is money, fame, authority or social 
status. A typical example is reflected in the activities of a shrewd businessman, who is 
in the habit of rushing through life, being on the go from morning till night, motivated 
by anything that sounds profitable or lucrative. But the sad thing is that only a few of 
them can become millionaires after years of striving. A more brutal truth is that many 
rich people are so obsessed with possessing and retaining their money that it is hard for 
them to relax and enjoy themselves. Little wonder that some big shots committed suicide 
because they longed for happiness in another world. 

On the other hand, there are some people in the world who achieve happiness through 
helping others and contributing to the whole society. They are more often ordinary 
citizens who understand that true happiness comes from giving rather than taking. By 
devoting themselves to the cause of helping the poor and the disabled, they feel an inner 
bliss that accompanies them at every moment of their lives. Laborious and painstaking as 
it is, they are determined to overcome every stumbling block in the way because they are .. 

Model Essay 

General Training Task 2 Question September 2004 
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bliss r' 1 niem vui lon: hanh phuc Iron ven 
My idea of bliss is a month in the Bahamas. I 
ObSeSS J am anh 
She is completely obsessed by computers. 

brutal , tan nhan 
Wit11 brutal honesty, she told him she did not love him. 

• strive , no lut; phan dau 
We encourage all members to strive for the highest standards, 

lucrative b c6 lot 
Had the plan worked, it would have proved highly lucrative. 

shrewd , 1 sac sao, khon ngoan 
She is a shrewd judge of character. 

incessant d· · hl>n t\JC, khong dung 
There is always an incessant stream of visitors all day in this resort. 

acquisition Sl! gtanh duqc/thu duce: sir ticp thu 
This book is about theories of child language acquisition. 

elusive '< , hay tang tr-inh: khd nam bat 
Eric, as elusive as ever, was nowhere to be found. 

~~~~lff 
endeavour 'I SU llO ] µ'C 

The public bombarded the company with complaints in an endeavour to have the 
price increases revoked. 

- 358 words - 
<, 

convinced that giving a helping hand to others is a spiritually rewarding act. For instance, 
we all have the experience of feeling fulfilled and gratified when we have successfully 
solved a knotty problem for others. It is this kind of charity and generosity that makes our 
lives rich, meaningful and happy. 

To conclude, only through contribution, rather than acquisition, can people actually 
find themselves immersed in a feeling of happiness. In other words, happiness lies not in 
anything we possess, but in the act and attitude of helping others. 
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.. 

knotty • ai gay go. nan grai 
Unemployment is a very knotty problem for graduates now . 

gratified o i Mi long, thOa man 
She was gratified lo find that they had followed her advice. 
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To hold on the work or to change it to another one is a choice of decision we 
might encounter once or twice in our lives, and for some people this could be a 
positive thing, while for others it could be a disaster. However, the final aim for every 
job hopper is to find an ideal job on which they can depend for their livelihood and 
from which they can draw satisfaction. 

Working in the same type of work for one's career lifespan has its positive under­ 
pinnings; a stable job with a steady income offers one a sense of security, especially in 
today's highly competitive society, as well as the feeling of 'togetherness' that comes 
from working with the same colleagues for many years. However, on the negative 
side, doing the same work in the same company with the same people in the same 
environment may well breed a kind of lethargy, a lack of motivation or job satisfaction; 
it may be difficult to generate fresh zeal or energy towards work after so much time. 

If one were to move frequently from one job or job area to another, it is possible to 
learn and gather diverse experiences from different companies and different jobs. The 
new working environments could turn out to be a great opportunity to show one's 
talent and abilities and to gain confidence in oneself. However, new colleagues may 
take time to bond, and to get to know them well may prove difficult. It could also take 
longer to establish a rapport with the manager. 

Model Essay 
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diverse , y khae nhau 
Many diverse views have been advanced. 

zeal 111 long hang hai, nhiet huyet 
They worked with great zeal to finish the project. 

,, 
a 
"' 

generate phat ra, sinh ra 
This book will continue to generate excitement for a long time. 

motivation 1 dOng co (ctieu thOi th Lie ai lam vi¢c gi d6) 
The motivation for the decision is the desire to improve our service to our customers. 

lethargy I J tm h trang tbieu SU(' song; trang thai hon me; S\1' Lb& (J 

Ile felt that he had to drag himself out of his lethargy and begi n to write. 

breed ' nuoi duong; clan den. gay ra 
Failure can also breed success. 

Time has become a competitive weapon. 
(mang tinh) canh tranh competitive 

underpinning " nen tang 
The underpinning knowledge and skills may be assessed on or off the job. 

satisfaction str hai long 
She positively beamed with satisfaction. 

lifespan I tuoi tho: khodng th&i gtan t6n tai cila Sl! v[j.t /sq vi~c nao d6 
The lifespan of the Vietnamese people has lengthened and their health improved 
considerably. 

livelihood 1 k0 stnh nhai 
Appropriate arrangements will be made for their work and livelihood. 

I 
encounter g~p phai, d6i ~t vOi 
I am in as you encounter this problem. 

To find a job one loves is a pursuit in career life. We may change jobs. Once a work 
that satisfies is at hand, I think that is also the time we start to stay in the same pos­ 
ition. Any company needs its employees to devote their effort and heart for the job, 
as this is for the good of achieving a win-win benefit for the company and employee. 

- 328 words - 
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.. 

/ 

pursuit n vi~ then du6i/tim kiem (dieu gi) 
They showed untiring zeal in pursuit of truth. 

devote hten dang, cong' hien 
~ You must devote vour attention to your work. 
~ J 

~ ..... ~ 'o~ '~ 

rapport II lllOi quan h~ Wt 
The boss has an excellent rapport with her staff. 

confidence Sl.J- tin tuong; su tv tin 
Without confidence there is no friendship. 
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It has always been a controversial issue over whether general education or specific 
education is deemed more suitable for children. Even though some people argue that 
the latter alternative could prepare students better for future employment, I firmly 
believe that both educational systems are required in children's development. 

It is an undeniable fact that children would be much better off if they have access 
to abundant knowledge in a diverse range of fields. This is necessary for them to deal 
with a multitude of problems they might encounter in their daily life. For instance, 
simple mathematical calculations would come to the rescue in case of totalling up the 
bill; fundamental knowledge of chemical terms would be of huge assistance if you are 
picking up prescriptions or drugs in a pharmaceutical store; malfunctioning electrical 
appliances due to ignorance of basic knowledge of electricity could be quite unset­ 
tling; current affairs including momentous events happening in spheres of economy or 
politics around the globe are often considered good conversation openers in occasions 
of social mingling or business dinner. Hence, it is somehow necessary for children to 
receive general education in their early stage of schooling. 

As children grow up, specific education on teaching one or two particular subjects 
is thought more useful for them. This is simply due to the fact that a significant pro­ 
portion of general knowledge imparted to students in secondary or tertiary education 

Model Essay 

I 

Academic Task 2 Question July 2007 
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impart r truy~n dat 
Children should always be imparted advice from their parents. 

momentous It raL quan trong 
The 2003 SEA Games was a momentous event in Vietnam. 

malfunction gap true tr~c/slJ c6 
Ile was killed when his parachute malfunctioned. 

unsettling i dang ll!'i;li 
The country's economic crisis had an unsettling effect on world markets. 

prescription don/toa thubc 
These drugs arc not available without a prescription, 

multitude Ii vo so 
These elements can be combined in a multitude of different ways. 

controversial lji gay tranh ciii 
Winston Churchill and Richard Nixon were both controversial figures. 

- 326 words· 

would have most likely been forgotten once they start their career. The jobs available 
nowadays increasingly demand job seekers with one particular skill. Therefore, it is 
more sensible to place students on a more focused education once they reach the phase 
of secondary education. In this way, students could be more prepared for their work 
ahead. 

In conclusion, both genetal and specific education play equally important roles in 
children's various stages of their life. It is reasonable to take advantage of both educa­ 
tional systems so as to develop their potential to the fullest. 
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Everything around us has a history, long or short. A technology, an invention, or a 
family all has its own past whether we like it or not. To some people, however, learn­ 
ing history is a boring task of memorising long lists of names and dates which they will 
never use, while others consider learning history useful and fun. 

People who do not like history say that studying the past is a waste of time. They 
think that ways of thinking, science and technology and social systems in the past 
were outdated and therefore bear little relevance to the present-day problems and 
their possible solutions. They ask questions like "What does the history of African 
slaves have to do with me?" or "How does knowing when humans learned to make fire 
benefit my job as a computer engineer?" Also, they argue that we should not spend 
too much time studying the past as it simply distracts us from focusing on the present. 

However, thousands of years of human experience and wisdom do have something 
to teach us. For example, Charles Darwin taught us that only the fittest can survive, 
which is more than ever true in today's competitive society. Thomas Edison gave us 
an inspirational example that success only comes after persistence and hard work. 
Furthermore, learning history can help us develop a thoughtful and critical mind. As 
we try to understand why things happened in the past, we can make more informed 
decisions in our present-day life and work. 

Model Essay 

Academic Task 2 Question April 2006 
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- " I ~:ns~:~:people, however, learning history is a boring task of memorising long lists t of names and dates which they will never use, while others consider learning history 
t useful and fun. 

Khi viet van nghi luan, ne'u de bai yeu du thao luan hai quan cMm aoi l~p th! thong 
thuong, ban phal gioi thi~u so luoc ve hai quan cMm nay trong pMn mo bai, sau do 

. . trinh bay cu th€ tung quan di~m trong ph~n than bai. D@ groi thieu so hroc v~ hal 
quan cMm dOi l~p. ban co th§ dung lien tu while (while duoc dung tuong W but 
nhung di§n ta muc d9 aoi l~p manh h011). Xem cau sau trong phan mo d~u cua bai 

t;l' ~ .. ~i*-:~~~ 

each dung lien w while khi trlnh bay hai quan di~m aoi l~p: i 
I 

Sentence Patterns 

bear' mang tdau v:.-:-:-:-~~---~------1 
distract" lam xao Iang i 

I ~~:;.:;.:;::~~,~;''.:~~: ~;~::::~::. l 
persistence s11 dai d~ng; su kien tri 
Most financial analysts have been surprised by the persistence of the recession. 

thoughtful I I tham tram sau SAC ~ 
~ That is a thoughtful and scholarly book. ~ 

~ critical ud1 (c6 tlnb) phe binh/chl tnch ~ 
~ She has written a major critical appraisal/study of Saul Bellow's novels. ~ *~-----------~------~----------r.a 

I 

I think history has a lot to offer us, and we have to study it in order to better 
understand the present as well as preparing for the future. But learning history is not 
the same as learning from it. It is sad to see that people have been learning history but 
are still repeating the same mistakes again and again like war, violence and injustice. 

- 315 words· 

' 
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s: 

f While cung co tM at'rng cfau cau, vi du: 
i. While some people think that spending a lot on birthday celebrations is a waste of 
~ money, others believe th_:' they are of i~po~tance ro the young people~nd :~e so~ie~ .•• 
k~~~ .~ ~~..r~~~~,(.,......"!-o&:-.iOol'+. 
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Group study has been shown to be an effective method for students to become suc­ 
cessful learners, but while most students have been accustomed to this traditional way of 
learning, others prefer to study alone at their own pace. The two approaches each have 
distinct advantages, and the choice is more a matter of personal preference. 

Group study is strongly advocated by some because it requires the sharing of ideas 
amongst group members. During group study, students listen to what their fellow stu­ 
dents say and debate with them if there is a disagreement. Naturally, their communica­ 
tion skills and critical thinking abilities are greatly enhanced. Moreover, peer pressure 
can be a positive force which can motivate and challenge the students to do their best. 
The competitive learning environment also prepares the students for the future reality. 

However, studying alone also offers some unique benefits to the students. First of 
all, the individual learner is kept away from the distracting conversation or unnecessary 
interruptions in a classroom with many students. Then they can concentrate well and 
make more efficient use of their time. Also, the individuai learner can pace his own 
learning and decide for himself when to start or when to stop. This is especially helpful to 
those intellectually gifted students who may be bored with regular but simple classroom 
teaching. 

Model Essay 

Academic Task 2 Question January 2oos 
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be accustomed to quen v6i 
I am not accustomed to being treated like thrs. 

f~ 

i l :::~~:I:~~nc :;~~;~:~ ~~~~~::1;;t:hs!~ve this problem. ~f 

~
~. 1:. 
S distinct ' dj, khac bi~t {' 

The two concepts are quite distinct from each other. 

advocate 1 tlng h(l, tan thanh 
~~ He advocates the return of capital punishment. ~f 

i~ peer pressure ap lt;rc tu ban dong trang IU:a ff 
iG There is tremendous peer pressure to wear fashionable clothes. ~-~ff 

~ motivate thiic d5y i 

1
l~ He is genuinely motivated by a desire to help people. S!+f 

~ distracting I!'/ 1 gay mat t~p trung, gay xao lang 2 
I can turn the television off if you find it distracting. 

il. interruption 11 S9' ng6t quang, s11· gian doan f. 
$ There was a bnef interruption in access to the Internet starting at 12:40 p.m., Friday, : 
~ June 3 and ending at about l :00 p.m. . l concentrate ~· t~p trung r. 
~ The company is concentrating its resources on developing new products. ~ 

~- intellectually 'l J,• ve mat tri tu~ . l 
~ This is a demanding task, both physically and intellectually. ~+ 
~ ..... ~~ .... ......._,...~ .... ~~~ ..... ~~ ..... ~ 

· 267 words· 

In conclusion, there are strong arguments for each study method, but as far as I am 
concerned, group study is more effective because I feel that if the learner shares what he 
knows with someone else, then his own understanding of the subject matter could be 
further improved. 
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Khi viet van nghi Ju~, neu mu0i1 trinh bay quan cMm rieng, ban co th~ dung each 
di~n dat as far as I am concerned (vd ph&n toi/theo y kiln cua rieng toi). B?c bi~t, neu 
bai van trlnh bay hal quan ~§m aoi l?p thl trong phan ket luan, ban c6 th§ dung' each 
di@n dat nay a~ neu y kie'n cua rninh. vr du: 

~~~~'O...X,..6"~ 

~ 

~ 

E 
Some people say that children should learn how to co-operate in their childhood, ~ 
while other people argue that it is more important for them to learn how to be ~ 
independent. As far as I am concerned, both are important and we should find the ~ 

~ right balance. . sr) 
~ rx;'<; flC"\... J"X"\!..~~~~~~$"X'l1.~~ 

r 
~ ¢ as far as I am concerned 
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Museums are the places in which objects of artistic, cultural, historical or scientific 
interest are kept and shown to the public. These objects are mainly for the purpose 
of visitors' acquisition of knowledge, or study, or education. However, there is now a 
debate within museums as to whether they should educate or entertain young people. 

Some people think that museums should be entertaining in order to attract young 
people. The purpose of a visit by the young to the museum is to learn and satisfy their 
curiosity. Hence, the best way for the young people is to interact with the exhibits. 
To illustrate an object in a meaningfully entertaining way or with an interesting and 
attractive background can make them enjoy more and appreciate better the value an 
object represents. 

However, others maintain that museums are there to educate, not to entertain. 
The exhibits are no ordinary ones. The cultural relics are priceless in that they are the 
witness of history. A small piece collected from a Second World War battlefield may 
foster young people's patriotism. A futuristic science scenario calls for the young to 
devote great efforts to its realisation. 

I feel that museums can play a big role in keeping themselves relevant to today's 
young people. Different methods to showcase the value and interest of the exhibits 
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scenario r kich ban 
The more likely scenario is that the president will resign and an election will be held. ~ 

realisation 1 sv nhan ra: SI.) tlurc hi¢n 
It seemed that the realisation of his life's dream oppressed him with overjoy. J 

·c~~--·) 

patriotism ,, Jong yeu nude 
They showed patriotism to their country. 

foster tao lap, thuc d~y 
The captain did his best to foster a sense of unity among the new recruits. 

appreciate f, thuong thuc: hi~u ro gja trj 

You cannot appreciate English poetry unless you understand its rhythm. 

curiosity >l~t to mo 
He gave in to curiosity and opened my letter, 

entertain ·, l lam vui thich, giai tri 
A circus show entertains children. 

acquisition ,, st~ tlep thu 
The children progressed in the acquisition of basic skills. 

- 255 words - 

could be used in order for the young to understand culture, art, history and science. 
This blend of education and entertainment is the key for how the museum can appeal 
to and attract more young visitors. 

,1 
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Furthermore, I feel that those people may indeed be somewhat short-sighted as they 
see nothing but the possible commercial benefits that science and technology products 
could generate. It is ~e that state-of-the-art devices are an important part of our lives, 
but this should not mean that the achievements of other subjects are brushed aside. 
A society needs well-educated people in all fields, including history, geography, and 

The matter of the fact is that modern society expects its students and prospective 
professionals with an all-round pool of knowledge and skills. The topic statement clearly 
plays favourite with sciences while belittling liberal arts, which, in my view, is biased 
and misleading, and may also cause negative influences among students. 

Those people who advocate that only science and technology subjects should be 
taught at school are ignorant of what knowledge is composed of. They fail to understand 
the relationships between different subjects and their mutual overlap; they only see the 
individual trees in the forest, rather than the forest as a whole. A student cannot learn 
science well without a basic knowledge of human evolution and scientific history. In 
order to learn technology well, a student must start from the very basics of geography 
that deals with the interaction of the diverse phy~ical, biological and cultural features 
of the earth's surface. 

Model Essay 

I 
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prejudice r, 'dtnh k1en, thanh kien 
They accused him of having a prejudice against his women employees. 

expansive ~ 1) rong, bao quat 
Philosophy is an expansive and ambiguous concept. 

evolution · Slf phat trien, st,r tien hoa 
A cultural and social evolution now becomes rapid. 

overlap n su chong cheo; su tning lap 
There was no overlap between their proposals. 

mutual · 11 lan nhau, qua lai 
He aims to encourage mutual understanding between his friends. 

ignorant r ', \ thteu hieu biet 
Wise men become wiser as they grow older, ignorant men more ignorant. 

mislead r lam cho me mul)i/lam dm'mg lac loi/ suy nghi sai !~ch 
The boy was misled by bad companions. 

,.. 
TJ .... 

bias , co thanh kien; thien vi 
Many parents are biased against popular music. 

,. 
1 .. 

belittle 1 xem thu(mg 
A poor but honest man is not to be belittled. 

prospective 'l·J s~p tm; tiem nang 
The poor location of the condominium turned away many prospective buyers. 

many others like arts and music. They are equally important as sciences, and all play a 
significant and expansive role in the society. 

In the final analysis, the primary school is a seat of learning to develop intelligence 
and talents. There should not be any prejudice at all towards a series of subjects offered. 

- 272 words - 
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Fire, writing, the wheel: all great and important inventions, and such an important part 
of the fabric of our society but veiy much overshadowed by other recent developments 
in technology: computers, digital technology and the Internet. 

Who are the ordinary people in our society? The middle class with their new apartments, 
nice white-collar jobs, and cars double-parked on the street, or the struggling working 
class, farmers and homeless who have to constantly strive to put food in their mouths 
and a roof over their heads? For this second group, it is hard to find where the benefits 
of modern technology are available to them. Do they have access to modern health care, 
modern communication technology, or modern comforts? Often not - many of the 
new developments are not even reaching huge sectors of our communities, either in this 
country or other developing, undeveloped or even developed countries. 

But these late, modern changes would not have been possible without the earlier 
developments. Fire creates heat necessary for working with iron; writing is at the base of 
our communication systems; and wheels are under our cars and in our watches. 

It follows therefore that the earlier developments which have continued to exist 
(obviously some earlier inventions were found to be irrelevant and consequently lost 
- the record player, for example) are still bringing benefits to us long after they were 

Model Essay 

:T: :t:' 

Give-reasons for your answer.and include any relevant examples from your own 
.knowledgeorexperience. 
Wriie at le{1sr250 words .. 

'Ylill should spend about 40 ·minutes on this task. 
\Xirite about the following topic: 

Earlier technological developments brought more benefits: and: changed tne 
lives of ordinary people more than tecenttechnologlcat developments. 

To what extent do you agree or disagree? 
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I 

It follows therefore that ... 

Khi vie!: van ngh] lu?n, vi~c trinh bay ro lu~n ct! de chimg minh quan ai§m la rat quan 
trong. Sau khi trinh bay luan cu, ban c6 th~ dung cau true It follows therefore that ... 
a~ dua ra suy lu~n. ca'u tnic nay bi~u th] r~ng dua vao lu~n cU'. Ou'Q'C trinh bay trong 
doan van tnrcc, ta c6 tM suy lu~n v~ m9t vi~c xay ra nlur m9t h~ qua tat ye'u., Vt du 
cau sau trong ba! van mfru: 
It follows therefore that the earlier developments ... are still bringing benefits to us 
long after they were invented even though they have disappeared from our thinking. 

B(il11 co th~ thay therefore bang cac tu nhu immediately, naturally, easily. Vf du: 
If all these points are valid, then it follows quite naturally that their claim is absurd. 

old-fashioned u loi thoi, lOi mot 
Throw away those old-fashioned clothes on a regular basis. 

irrelevant r, khong thlch hop, khong lien quan 
These documents are largely irrelevant to the present investigation. 

access 1 Joi vao; each ti€p c~ 
r truy cfip 

The only access to the village is by boat. 

double-park do xe ben canh m(it xe khac 
Ir is illegal 10 double-park your car along the road. 

overshadow' lam lu mo· 
The excitement of shifting in a larger city was overshadowed by the uncertain future. 

invented even though they have disappeared from our thinking. In the future, sitting at 
a computer may seem very old-fashioned, but whatever we use, it will probably be the 
product of fire, and somehow made possible with the use of wheels and writing. 

-269 words - 
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However, there is an opinion that the wide application of mobile phones also exerts 
a negative influence on the society, an individual's health and technological develop­ 
ment. Indeed, it is the case that talking on cell phone in public with high voice disturbs 
people around. Moreover, as far as radiation of cell phone is concerned, scientific evi­ 
dence has shown that radiation that a working mobile phone produces has the potential 
to cause brain cancer and cardiovascular diseases. Apart from the health problems, a 
range of technical defects would give rise to a series of dangers. For instance, using 
mobile phones on board a plane may affect the navigation system of the aircraft, which 
will endanger the lives of the passengers. 

Mobile phones are frequently used in almost all aspects of our daily lives. However, 
a variety of potential problems including social, medical and technical ones arise, which 
far outweigh the benefits they bring to people. 

It is undeniable that mobile phones have facilitated our lives in many different ways. 
For example, when an emergency occurs, such as a traffic accident or a violent crime, 
mobile phones can help the victims to call the police or an ambulance immediately for 
help. They also make people work faster and more efficiently, as people can send or 
read emails via a mobile phone, and communicate quickly and easily with their clients 
and co-workers. 

Model Essay 

.. 
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;f!-»~~-~..,.~~~~~~,..__..,.., 
f exert a positive/negative influence on... ~ 

1 Khi vie't van ngh] luan, doi JUc ban dn dung m<?t so tU vung va du true de! trinh bay I 
i U'U khuye't cMm cua su' v~t I S\t vi~c nae do. M(?t each di~n dat thirong QU'Q'C dung trong 
. tnrong hop nay la exert a positive/negative influence on ... (c6 dnh hul!ng tich. et!cltieu 
~ qtc aen ... ). Xem cau sau trong bai van m~u: 
1 However, there is an opinion that the wide application of mobile phones also exerts a f 
i negative influence on the society. l 

~----.---=------------------...-------...-~~------------.-----._._----...-----..__._-----...__..________--..___..___..._____~ 

~ potential , .• i tiem nang, ti~m tang, uem ~n l 
~ :::::~ ~f ::~e;i~:I :::~u::v1:expressed interest in the company. ! 
! :::e:rr~:t ~~:~:.':h:~:s not facilitate efficient work flow. ! 
i He shouts a lot but I do not think he has ever been physically violent towards her. 

fl victim rr nan nhan 
The children are the innocent 'helpless victims of the fighting. 

! ::~::::::~ ;~:::::.:::: ~isturb younger viewers i 
~ Many servicemen suffered radiation sickness after the early atomic tests. ~ 

~ cardiovascular 1. 11 (thu¢cl tim mach Jj 
h Nowadays, cardiovascular diseases are on the rise due to the lack of physical exercises. ~ 

l on board tren tau/xe/may bay ~ 
As soon as I was on board, I began to have second thoughts about leaving. f 

~ ~~_____.._____.____.-.~..-----------__..------._.--.~.--------------------~_______...._____...~.---------_____.-...~ 

- 262 words - 

Given the above arguments, it is reasonable to conclude that although mobile 
phones have some benefits, the negative influences they have produced should not be 
overlooked because the downsides far exceed the merits. 
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~ ~ 
~ Ban c6 tbg thay exert bang have, thay influence bang effect hay impact. Vf du: t 
~ These gases, scientists suspect, will have a negative effect on the climate. ~ 

c~;:::~~~~~~:::::::~:,::=:~~:~a~l=.~:_,.J 
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Nevertheless, in most cases, the overuse of modern technology has made life less 
entertaining than it could have been. Take the music industry as an example. Unlike 
their predecessors who were constantly exploring. life for inspiration and originality, 
today's artists are confined to studios, relying on computerised processing and techniques 
for their work. As a result, despite the mass production of popular songs and music, we 
rarely find a truly remarkable piece. Imagine again those childhood games we all have 
played such as "Hide and Seek" or "Drop the Handkerchief". Simple as they may be, 
these activities offered us the real excitement of going outside and having fun with 
our friends. By contrast, nowadays, an increasing number of people are following a 

Entertainment helps people relieve their pressure from work and study. However, 
whilst recreational activities are getting increasingly diversified, many people unfortu­ 
nately find that they cannot get entertained as much as they did in the past. 

In some areas, modern technology allows the expression of human creativity to go 
unhindered. Indeed, with up-to-date computer graphics technology, some astonishing 
special effects are frequently shown in Hollywood movies, particularly in some science­ 
fiction works. Moreover, with the invention of the Internet, game lovers across the 
globe can explore the fun of online entertainment in a virtual world full of mystery and 
adventure. 

Model Essay 
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sau: 

Xem cau sau trong bai van m~u: 
• . Simple as they may be, these activities offered us the real excitement of going outside 

and having fun with our friends. 

Simple ~s they may be la cau true aao ngcr CU.a menh ci~ trang ngli' chi Stf nhucng 
b(), c6 nghla Wang dirong v6'i Although they may be simple. Tham khao cat vf d1;1 

f . . . - . . . - : .. ~l+~ *~~1~;·~1 
•. Dao ngfi trong rnenh d~ trang ngii' chi sl;l' nhucng b9: Simple as they may be j 

I 
~ 

I ± 

A sedentary and housebound lifestyle can lead to a variety of problems, such as 
overweight and obesity. 

sedentary (a1l1' ft mot chO, it di llJ.i 

He has translated with originality several works in Albanian language. 
Originality (1 I tfnh dQC dao; tinh sang tao 

In a globalised world, investments, ideas, technology and people move unhindered 
between countries. 

Unhindered ( 1 I khong' bi Call tfcY 

A diversified investment strategy is the safest way of investing large amounts of 
money for the long term. 

diversified a.!1 da d~g hria 

Recreational activities can include basketball, racquetball, dancing, tennis, hiking, 
karate, and mountain biking. 

recreational \a t, c6 tinh tieu khien I giai tri 

relieve l giam b6t 
Drugs can relieve much of the pain. 

- 270 words· 

sedentary and isolated lifestyle due to the popularity of modern entertainment forms 
such as watching TV and playing video games. 

Given the above arguments, it is reasonable to assume that although modern tech­ 
nology has made our life easier and more comfortable, it takes away the real pleasure of 
creative entertainment. 
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• 

l i Smart as he is, he still cannot figure out my magic tricks. 
= Although he is smart, he still cannot figure out my magic tricks. 

Much as he likes her, he does get irritated with her sometimes. 
• =Although he likes her much, he does get irritated with her sometimes. j 
· Child as he is, he knows how to please the others. f 
:j. = Although he is a child, he knows how to please the others. • f: 
~ r: "t"r1-~~~ ·l"'l""·"·t9';:w~1-•M·i1=>P1~~'f~~+.~· 
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Our global environment has been severely affected and even damaged as a result 
of the increasing industrialisation of the world and the pursuit of and use of modern 
technology. Life has also become increasingly mechanised. There are some people 
who claim that a simpler life is more preferable as it is less dependent upon fashion­ 
able devices and less in the grip of those so-called modern technologies. The more 
machines are used, the more damage is caused to the environment. 

The damage to the environment by scientific and technological developments can 
only be addressed, if not improved, by the continuous advancement of science and 
technology. For example, the latest environment-friendly farming methods use less 
land but produce a higher crop yield. People are now living a much more comfortable 
and healthier life than at any time in history. Yet there are still many problems for 
science as well as technology to find a solution to. One of the biggest challenges is 
what alternative energy sources can be found and utilised to replace the limited and 
dwindling supply of fossil fuels. 

Since the Industrial Revolution was initiated in the late 18th century, science and 
technology has advanced in leaps and bounds. Our world and our life have both 
changed tremendously. However, environmental problems have also occurred in 
their wake. 

Model Essay 

Academic Task 2 Question February 2009 
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f 

impractical M1 kheng' thuc te, vien vong 
The business proposition was rejected as impractical. 

innovation 11. sang kien; St! doi m6i 
An enterprise should encourage innovation. 

industrialisation 1 ' su cOng nghi~p h6a 
Industrialisation inevitably led to the expansion of the urban working class. 

civilisation I 1 nen van minh 
The ancient Egyptians had advanced civilisation. 

dwindling llldJ thu nhO lai. co l~i 
They discussed the effect of dwindling wetlands on ducks and geese. 

f 
alternative (ad1, khac; tuy chon 
The soldiers have two alrernative courses, surrender or death. 

mechanise ,q•) ca gi6i h6a 
If we can mechanise farming, we can produce more crops with fewer people. 

tremendously (I 1' IDQt each to lon/khac thuong 
The experience has been tremendously educational. 

in/by leaps and bounds rat nhanh, nhay vqt 
He made progress in maths by leaps and bounds. 

initiate 11 Mt ddu, khci xu&ng 
This term, we will initiate a new studying plan. 

- 325 uiords - 

In the process of developing science and technology for human civilisation from 
industrialisation to computerisation to today's digitalisation, problems that are not 
friendly to the environment have appeared. However, the main purpose of techno­ 
logical innovation and creation is to make human life better and safer, and to return 
to a life without this technology on which we have generally become so dependent 
is, I feel, impractical and, furthermore, impossible. 

I believe that the wheel of science and technology will, and should, continue to 
roll on, and thanks to our ingenuity, new inventions will be created to overcome the 
current problems that have proved so detrimental to our environment. 
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detrimental , 1J c6 hat 
Poor eating habits are detrimental to health. 

ingenuity su tiu gioi, szy kheo leo; su tat tinh 
The boy showed ingenuity in making toys. 
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';v 

As the baby boomers born in the post-WWII period exceed their retirement age, they 
are placing an incredibly tremendous burden on the society. The ensuing rapid deple­ 
tion of social security fund and strained financial sources available have prompted 
many to save up sufficient money for their own good after they retire. This alternative 
possibility is obviously not rested on solid ground. 

The retired elderly people are often labelled as being overly financially dependent. 
They have no access to any source of income, and their expenses would culminate into 
quite a formidable figure. Be this as it may, it is still regarded the primary responsibil­ 
ities of the government to take care of the retired in consideration of their immense 
contributions to our society before they reach the retirement age. Once they leave 
their jobs to relish the terminal stage of their life due to their physical inferiority, the 
government should, beyond any doubt, assume· the obligation to look after them in 
return for their contributions. Besides, children of the retired are also expected to share 
the burden of taking care of their parents as a means of paying their due filial piety. 

Some people might argue that the elderly people are gradually exhausting a 
large amount of social fund, posing a serious threat to the economic development and 
significantly undermining any potential endeavour to be mounted in other areas. 

Model Essay 
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entitle c1 cho ai quyen cluqc co/lam/hu&ng dieu gi 
You will be entitled to your pension when you reach 65, 

immense todn kbong lo, do so 
There is still an immense amount of work to be done. 

formidable at, ghe gem, du d(ll 
They had to overcome formidable obstacles. 

culminate 1 ket thuc 
Their summer tour will culminate at a spectacular concert in London. 

strain ( Jam cang thang 
The sudden influx of visitors is straining hotels in the town to the limit. 

depletion ·, Mt nMn can kiE,'t 
r always replenish my food supply before its depletion. 

His achievements have exceeded expectations. 
vuot qua exceed 

- 342 words - 

Apparently, this could hardly be justified. The well-being of the retired people is as 
important as any other issues confronting any government. They are as much entitled 
to social welfare as any other groups of people. In fact, they constitute the majority 
of people who are deserving of financial support offered by the government. Pension 
fund is clearly not an option when it comes to downsizing the government budget. 

Pension scheme plays an essential role in guaranteeing the self-sufficient life of 
the retired people. As long as both the government and younger generation shoulder 
their share of responsibilities, the lives of the retired as well as the society would be 

much better off. 
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' 

I definitely agree that the government is wasting public money on art when there 
are much more important things to spend money on, such as improving medical and 
educational services. Art is an indulgence for a few developed countries. Most other 
countries have other priorities. 

I read on a reputable website that the nutrition in some areas is so poor that many 
babies do not survive past the first year and that life expectancy is less than 50 years. I 
feel terrible when I read these reports, and my heart goes out to these people. I spent a 
month doing volunteer work in a remote village last summer holiday and I saw these 
conditions with my own eyes. 

I ask, "What should our priorities be?" Surely, living people are higher priority than 
inanimate statues. It.seems to me that the government cares more about appearances, 
having cities look impressive, than the lives of people. The money that is spent on 
public art 'projects should be stopped and diverted to humanitarian projects, educa­ 
tion, agriculture, etc. 

Some people will assert that art is important in society, and I agree it is. There will 
always be artists. My argument is that in a developing country, we have to pay atten­ 
tion to the basics first. The issue here is whether public money should be spent on art, 
and I do not think it should, not when people are living (and dying) in poor conditions. 
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assert qua quv€t, kh~ng dinh 
She continued to assert that she was innocent. 

divert , lam dOi lurong 
The course of the stream has now been diverted. 

inanimate 1 ~I J vo tri vo giac 
A rock is an inanimate object. 

priority 1 SI$ uu tien 
Financial security was high on his list of priorities. 

indulgence thu dam me 
Sports cars are an expensive indulgence. 

Key Vocabulary 

For the reasons I have outlined, I believe that the government has a responsibility 
to provide the basic needs of people before it finances decorative art projects. 

- 267 words - 
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• 

Most people know that driving private cars places a severe strain on cities' traffic 
and air-quality levels. However, very few are willing to give up driving and use public 
transport instead. 

One reason for this is that to many people, a private car offers a sense of freedom 
and mobility. For example, they can drive their car to any supermarket in the city and 
return home with a boot full of groceries. Also, they can drive home from work late at 
night while others are anxiously waiting for public transport. 

To other people, having a car increases their social position. Owning a car - especially 
an expensive one - is a sign of their wealth or high social status. Consequently, they 
refuse to use public transport because they feel that squeezing into an overcrowded train 
or bus in rush hours is only for people with limited means. 

There are, however, measures the government. could take to encourage the use of 
public transport. The first action could be to improve the service, like ensuring buses are 
punctual, installing more comfortable seats in waiting areas, and providing additional 
bus routes. Furthermore, lowering fares would also be a very effective way of encouraging 
people to use the system. Finally, the government could educate people about the 
devastating impact of vehicle emissions on the environment so they would be less likely 
to drive . 

Model Essay 
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option 1 StJ lua chon 
They did not leave him much option - either he paid or they would beat him up. 

devastating ··1 (c6 tinhl tan pha/pha hliy 
If the bomb had exploded 111 the main shopping area, it would have been devastating. 

• emission sq t.hai ra/xa ra; khi thai 
The Green Party have called for a substantial reduction in the emission of greenhouse 
gases by the UK. 

environmentally friendly 1 111 than thi~n vOi mbi truong 
Our mission is to provide safe and affordable public transit services using clean and 
environmentally friendly equipment that enables easy access to work and education. 

route , ducmg di, tuyen duang 
A college education is often the best route to a good job. 

punctualo. 1 dung gro 
Please try to be punctual so we can start the meeting on time. 

status 111 dia vi; tlnh trang 
The association works Lo promote the status of retired people as active and useful 
members of the community. 

boot 11 ngan de hanh Jy CUa xe, COp Xe 

Arriving home, they took om of the presents for the family from their car boot. 

mobility tinh co d(ing I di dong 
A strong economy offers greater opportunities for social mobility. 

strain ap luc, SI.I' C!'l.ng tMng 
The war will put a great strain on the economy of the involving countries. 

severe c1l' gat. gao khdc Mt., nghiem trong' 
Severe cutbacks in public spending have been announced. 

- 261 words - 

If the above actions were taken, it would not be long before people realised that 
taking public transport is a much cheaper, more comfortable and more environmentally 
friendly option than driving their own car. 
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fi It would not be long before ... c6 nghla la khong bao Lau nila ... , vf du: 
~ 1'i At that Lime, he believed it would not be long before every home had a computer, 
~ and that every family would need software. 
~ .... 

~ • - I ~~ ~~~_.,,,,~ .... r&'..<~~ -~llC."'~t 
' ' fl- It would not be long before... ~ 
It ' I Chii y du ket Ju~ trong bai van m~u: ~, ,. ' 
1.. If the above actions were taken, it would not be long before people realised that ~ 

I.
\ taking public transport is a much cheaper, more comfortable and more environ- • 

mentally friendly option than driving their own car. 
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On the other hand, people's choices of housing and attitude to living are also major 
factors in the housing equation. Modern people tend to regard homes more as a sign 
of status and wealth than as a shelter against the nature. A luxury house with a big 
garden is often associated with success and prosperity and is worth striving for all one's 
life. Also, many people are reluctant to live away from the city as they prefer the more 
diverse, convenient, and stylish urban life, no matter how crowded it is. 

... . 

The world population is growing alarmingly and this is putting enormous pressure on 
urban housing. In many big cities, poor people are living in overcrowded areas because 
of severe housing shortages, while increasing demand for larger and more comfortable 
homes is pushing up the prices of living for even the wealthier members of the society. 
I believe that to address this social problem, both the government and the individual 
citizens have their respective roles to play. 

A number of possible solutions have been put forward by the government and have 
proved quite effective. In many countries, for example, the government is building satel­ 
lite towns around the city to absorb the urban population and their housing demand. 
Apart from this, some governments have established preferential policies to promote the 
construction of high-rise apartment buildings because they meet the demand for more 
economical use of land. 

Model Essay 
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r.. ~ 
1 

... alone cannot... , "' _ ~ 

~ 

ChU y cau sau trong phan ket lu~n cua bai van mau; ~ 
Therefore, policies and government actions alone cannot solve the housing problems .., 
in big cities. ~ 

... alone cannot ... co nghia la chi bling I chi dua vao ... thi kh6ng thi. .. Ban hay ghi nM ) 

l each di@n a~t nay a€ c6 tM sU'. dung khi dn, bbi r~t nhieu thf sinh chi dung only ho~c ) 
just kht mu6n dien dat y tren, Tham khao cac vf du sau: 
Job titles alone cannot convey the true nature of the underlying job duties. S 

r, T~ ~rivate sector alone cannot deliver efficient public services. ,..~ 
~-- ~~~·~'- ~ ~~ Jt..."'- 7i...l'lfl',.,. " u-~· 

functional Jdj dang ho1,1L dqng.· lhiet thuc, thuc dung 
Is the central heating functional yet? 

reluctant d11 mien euong 
Many parents feel reluctant to talk openly with their children. 

diverse d1\ khac nhau, da dang 
New York is 11 very culturally/ethnically diverse city. 

shelter n nha tam: ch& tni an 
1 che che, bao v~ 

They opened a shelter to provide temporary housing for the city's homeless. 

strive for Mu tranh cha; phan dau, no 11,IC 

In her wriung, she srrove for a balance between innovation and familiar prose forms. 

preferential :a:J) LTU dai 
Inmates claimed that some prisoners had received preferential treatment. 

alarming 1 , ' dang lo ngat - alarmingly u ' 
There has been an alarming rise in the rare of inflation. 

- 285 words - 

Therefore, policies and government actions alone cannot solve the housing problems 
in big cities. The other important key is a change in people's concept of living, from 
living in large and expensive houses to smaller but functional ones, and from crowded 
urban areas to places further away from the city. 
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To maintain a good lifestyle is to avoid any ailment from occurring. However, 
when a person falls ill, treatment should be immediate and effective. A healthy life­ 
style as well as timely medical attention and cure for any illness are, therefore, equally 
important. 

For every individual, personal well-being should be their main concern, as no one 
wants to suffer from any kind of illness. Therefore, I feel that it is the responsibility 
of the government to promote its citizens to lead a healthy and sound life. A case in 
point is the pandemic HlNl. The government has set up an early warning system 
to advise the citizens how to avoid contracting and therefore limiting the spread of 
the virus. To create a healthy lifestyle for citizens, the government needs to utilise all 
its resources aiming at promoting healthy life habits and minimising the possibilities 
for people to get sick: national and local health campaigns should be introduced and 
maintained to educate the public about healthy lifestyles as well as the dangers of 
smoking or drinking - among many other examples. 

What is equally important is that the government should offer universal medical 
care for those who do become ill. Humans can suffer from various kinds of diseases 
and entitlement to social welfare is every citizen's right. The government should take 
all reasonable measures available and possible to help those who are sick. 

Model Essay 

Academic Task 2 Question March 2009 
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r 
I 

I . 
r 
I 

These two aims are not always mutually complementary; at times they conflict. 
complementary •.! bo sung 

universal (Pi' cua moi ngum, cho moi ngtroi; pho bien 
His speech met with universal applause. 

entitlement 11 quyen lQ'l 
Ile joined the military and earned a retirement and entitlement package for life 
after twenty years of active service. 

pandemic 1 11 Ian thanh dich Jon 
, · dai dich 

The risk of pandemic influenza is serious. 

· 266 words· 
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To encourage people to have a healthy lifestyle and to offer responsible medical 
care should go hand in hand as they are complementary to each other and therefore 
both should be a part of government policy. 
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There is no doubt that music is an important element in society as it is the combin­ 
ation of art and culture. Music can be pleasant, exciting, relaxing, stimulating, or many 
other things. Some people just listen to music, while others actively play music and 
others still can experiment with the effects of music. 

Each human society or culture produces its own musical pieces, many of which are 
deeply cultural and are sometimes played on uniquely cultural instruments, especially 
traditional forms of music. It is no exaggeration to say that good music can become an 
instant hit in society and may even be successful cross-culturally. Music is regarded as an 
international language for cross-cultural communication and exchanges. The beautiful 
rhythm and melody of Secret Garden are moving and touching as its main refrain appeals 
to everyone and all to live in harmony in society. Beethoven's Choral encourages people 
to care for each other to overcome obstacles in life and pursue happiness. 

Because music is so diverse, it can satisfy the different needs of different people at 
different times. Music is a deeply personal form of entertainment; some individuals may 
like classics such as Italian operas or Baroque music whereas others turn to pop music. 
The Beatles had millions of audiences worldwide glued to their televisions. 

I feel that it is not important to argue whether music is important for a society or 
simply as entertainment for an individual. Rather, what is significant is that music works 

Model Essay 

Academic Task 2 Question March 2009 
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His spiritual nature is good. 
spiritual a 11 rthu(1cJ lam bon /tinh than 

obstacle ' tro ng~i 
She felt that her family was an obstacle to her work. 

The harmony of sea and sky makes a beautiful picture. 
harmony • SlJ hoa hQ'P 

melody 1 '' giai di~u 
He played an Irish melody on the harp. 

He launched into a rhythm vigorously. 
rhythm 1 nhip dieu 

The flood victims were in instant need of help. 
instant : '1 ngay l~p tuc 

exaggeration Sll cuoug dieuln6i qua 
It is 110 exaggeration Lo say that having a baby changes your life. 

uniquely 1"". mot each d9c dao: duy nMt 
The method name and argument list together uniquely identify the method. 

stimulating . 1 tlui v], Mo hti:ng 
The time I spent in Osaka was the most fascinating and stimulating. 

~~~~~~'.)(~ 

combination , su kCt bop ~ 
He has an attractive combination of good health and happiness. 

- 267 words - 

are the consummation of a society's art and culture. From music we can get enjoyment, 
and through music we draw spiritual satisfaction. 
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The advance, however, seems to slow down and almost cease in some areas. For 
example, environmental problems are a huge headache to be dealt with. We need more 
advanced methods to handle the environmental pollution, like the ozone hole, the 
greenhouse effect, etc. • 

First of all, medical advance has changed the world to a totally new face. Before, 
when the average life expectancy was only 30 years or so, people often died from 
common diseases like flu and diarrhoea. Nowadays, however, three or four generations 
can live happily together, with the eldest one more than 100, which is never few and 
far between. The wholesome medical care can easily cure even some rare diseases. 

Also, the current society has witnessed huge progress in industry. The wholesale 
food, clothes, cars, and houses are all typical examples of this improvement. Also, it 
is not strange to see only one person working in a big factory for the machines have 
replaced people in many positions. 

We frequently learn from the historical documents that enormous advance happened 
almost each era: the Renaissance from the fourteenth to the sixteenth century and the 
Industrial Revolution in the eighteenth century, the two typical movements in human 
history, affected the whole world in an unbelievable way. This essay will talk about 
the crucial progress the human race has made and the fields supposed to be improved 
more. 

Model Essay 

May 2009 Academic Task 2 Question 
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consolation n mem an tli 
When her mother died, she found consolation in her religious beliefs. 

cease citing, 1gt1g 

The factory is stuck for fund, and bas had to cease production. 

wholesale , "1 ban si 
They own a wholesale business in clothes. 

witness chting kien; Jam cluing' cho 
No one witnessed this traffic accident. 

life expectancy tuoi LhQ 
Nowadays, longevity and life expectancy have increased worldwide. 

crucial 111 (mang tinh] quyet dinh rat quan trong 
The success of this experiment is crucial to the project as a whole. 

unbelievable ; khong the tin dtl{,)'c; la lung 
The story be manufact ured was unbelievable. 

the Renaissance th01 ky Phuc hung 
Her book captures the quintessence of Renaissance humanism. 

- 261 words - 

In conclusion, although the human race is improving much ~ore slowly than 
previous centuries and many fields should be improved, the real consolation is that 
humans have benefited much from the progress. 



www.nhantriviet.com 138 

Many people are optimistic about the 21st century. They hold the belief that people's 
life and the relationship between nations will be improved greatly in the new century. 
They see it as an opportunity to make positive changes to the world. Personally, I am in 
favour of the opinion. 

Firstly, the new century has seen a radical improvement in high technology, which 
provides effective methods to some intractable problems that have long haunted man, 
like starvation, incurable diseases, water shortage, and so on. Properly used, the new tech­ 
nology will benefit man greatly. Although some people are technology pessimists and 
hold that high tech will harm or even destroy the human beings, it cannot be denied that 
technology improves our life dramatically, making a decent life possible. 

In addition to the progress in technology, the communication between countries 
has been promoted at an unprecedented level. Unlike before when individual countries 
struggled for development of economy or society, the globalisation links the whole world 
together. Despite the existing divergence between some nations, the world is more and 
more likely to be a complete unit, where countries have common interests and prospects. 

To sum up, I am optimistic that the world will undertake positive changes in the new 
century. Thanks to the appliance of new techniques, man will be able to tackle some spiny 
problems. Gene engineering, for example, will be applied widely and help us resolve the 

Model Essay 

Academic Task 2 Question July 2009 



139 www.nhantriviet.com 

flourishing i1 phat clf;lt, thmh vuQTig 
London quickly became a flourishing port. 

*"0-..;"~~~~.-K~l~~~tt~· 

tackle r. giai quyet; kh~c phuc; tMo luan 
The government is determined to tackle inflation. 

In a certain sense, economy globalisation itself is or means culture globalisation. 
S\J toan ch hoa globalisation 

unprecedented ' chua tung thny; khong co tien 1~ 
The situation is unprecedented in modern times. 

You do not have to be a pessimist to realise that we are in trouble. 
nguOi bi quan pessimist 

haunt I am anh 
The memory of that dav still haunts me. 

intractable ~· 1 , nan giai 
\'Ile are facing an intractable problem. 

radical a .. CO' ban; tri~t de 
The talks are aimed at radical reductions in the level of weapons. 

optimistic 1 lac quan 
She is not very optimistic about the outcome of the talks. 

- 286 words - 

problem of food shortage in poverty-stricken countries. Some deadly diseases like cancers 
will be curable. And with the development of globalisation, I hope developed countries 
will attend more to small developing countries, making a peaceful and flourishing world. 
Just like one song by Celion Dion, it is A Whole New World. 
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This phenomenon, to me, is a depressing one. People may have sacrificed too many 
of their culture identities for this. Culture is our ancestors' most treasurable heritage 
that is supposed to be passed on from generation to generation. It would be disastrous 
if people could only recall those busy shopping streets instead of the traditional lanes 
and houses after their trip in Vietnam. And I remember how frustrated I was when I 
found a lot of popular souvenirs in some foreign countries could be bought back in Ho 
Chi Minh City - those delicate wooden sculptures really seemed far less appealing to me. 

Global tourism is enjoying an upsurge of popularity nowadays. However, this trend 
is accompanied with many complaints that similarities of the sceneries considerably 
reduce the delights of the travel. Globalisation, in my mind, is the greatest culprit. 

As is called, globalisation unifies the world in many different aspects. Girls in 
Shanghai can be witnessed to have the same street look as those in Paris and Milan; 
KFC and Pizza Hut are popular in Bangkok as they are back in California; the amazing 
film "2012" was premiered internationally at the same moment. Tourist attractions 
cannot escape from this sweeping trend. Therefore, it is quite normal to hear the comment 
from a tourist in Hong Kong, claiming that what he or she has seen is just the same as 
in Tokyo. 

Model Essay 

Academic Task 2 Question August 2009 
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preserve 1 • baa ton, giu gin 
They were fighting in order to preserve their independence. 

inevitable « lj' khong the tranh khoi 
Pain is inevitable when one breaks a bone. 

delicate ( 1d. tinh xao 
The scientist needs some delicate instruments. 

frustrated 0 /'' nan long; btrc boi 
He felt extremely frustrated when things went against him. 

heritage ' 1/ I di san 
The ancient buildings are part of the national heritage. 

identity 11 nhan dang; ban sac: tinh d6ng nhat 
She concealed her identity by wearing a mask. 

depressing , , : gay phicn muen /budn chan 
After the depressing events of the last few months, she felt that it was time to put a 
little joy back into their lives. 

culprit thtl pham 
Stress is the main culprit of a low-energy day. 

accornpany r di cung (ai); kem theo 
They had required that we should accompany them on the trip. 

upsurge rn con b(lt phat; s~ tang Ien dgt ng(>t 
These new ideas gave rise to a new upsurge of national feeling. 

outweigh r c VtIQt 

On balance, his accomplishments outweigh his faults. 

similarity net tuong dong 
The similarity between them has often been remarked on. 

Since the trend of globalisation is inevitable, I suggest that both the local govern­ 
ment and the public make joint efforts in protecting and preserving their unique cultural 
features. Otherwise, global tourism would eventually turn to be boring and pointless. 

· 269 words· 
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The line graph shows the variation in the percentage of households that owned no 
car, one car, and two or more cars in Britain during a 40-year period from 1961 to 2001. 

As can be seen from the chart, the car was a much less popular household item in the 
1960s than it is today. Nearly 65% of British families did not have a car of their own 
in 1961, about one third had only one car, and no families owned two or more cars. 
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As can be seen from the chart I graph 

Chu y cau sau trong bai van mau: 
As can be seen from the chart, the car was a much less popular household item in the 
1960s than it is today. 

BC;U1 c6 the dung dfu true As can be seen from the chart I graph (Tu bie'u t16 / tlo thj ~ 
nay ta c6 thi' thay) d~ trinh bay thong tin du'<;1c the hien qua bi~u d6/ao th; Vf d1:1: r 

Us can be seen from the graph, there have been sharp changes in the age distributio:J 
f drug addicts. 
,,,.~·~--~~~~~~~~~ ~~,..., 

record high Innzc) cao ky luc 
Yesterday, the city saw a record high of marriage registration up to 6,386 couples. 

additional J cc)ng them, phu them 
Passengers have to pay additional charges for their extra luggage. 

sharply '" (mot each 1 dot ngQt 
Inflation has risen/fallen sharply. 

peak 1 dinh diem, dmh cao 
We saw a victory by an athlete at the very peak of her fitness and career. 

variation su khac nhau, Sl!' thay doi 
There was a fairly wide variation in the wage and salary income by employees of 
different occupational categories. 

www.nhantrivret.com 

- 209 words - 

The next 20 years, however, saw a significant increase in car ownership. In 1981, 15% 
of British families owned two or more cars, while the percentage of families with one car 
reached a peak of 50%. During the same period, the percentage of households with no 
car decreased sharply to approximately 35%. 

From 1981 to 2001, an increasing number of families purchased an additional car, 
pushing the percentage of households with two or more cars to a record high of nearly 
30%. Families with only one car were still the majority, but their percentage had dropped 
slightly to about 43% by 2001. The percentage of families without a car, not surprisingly, 
kept decreasing to less than 30% at the end of the 40-year period. 
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North America 
5% 
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respectively 11/, lan hret, theo thU Lt! nhu da n6i 
I am referring to each of you respectively. 

considerably 1 • dang ke 
Interest rates on bank loans have increased considerably in recent years. 

account for chirm (ty l~) 
The Japanese market accounts for 35% of the company's revenue. 

dramatic', • to Inn, dang ke; dang kinh ngae 
The announcement bad a dramatic effect on house prices. 

distribution u su phan bo 
The map shows the distribution of this species across the world. 

., 
- 199 words - 

In conclusion, most of the population growth occurred in developing countries in 
Africa and Latin America. 

Overall, the world population rose sharply from less than 500 million in the 1400s 
to 6 billion in 2000, a growth of 12 times over 600 years. The increase was more 
dramatic after 1800, and only in the 1700s was there an obvious decline (1.2 billion 
to 0.9 billion). 

The pie charts show that in both 1900 and 2000, Asia accounted for the largest 
share (more than half) of the world population, followed by Europe. But both contin­ 
ents saw a decline in their percentage of the world population, the former from 60% 
to 54% and the latter from 24% to 14%. On the other hand, the percentage of the 
world population in Africa and Latin America grew considerably from 4.5% to 13% 
and from 3% to 8% respectively. However, North America showed no change, re­ 
maining constant at 5% of the world population. The percentage in other areas rose 
from 3.5% to 6%. 

These graphs give information about the growth of the global population from 1400 
to 2000 and its distribution over different continents at the beginning of the 20th and 
21st centuries. 

Model Essay 
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obesity i1 1:nJ beo phi 
A diet that is high in fat can lead to obesity. 

modest a IJ) khism ton; gian dr vua phat 
They live in a fairly modest house, considering their wealth. 

proportion ty 1$ 
The level of crime in an area is almost always in direct proportion to the number of 
unemployed. 

range tfim: pham vi; nh6m 
The coal was in /oui of my price range. 

Key Vocabulary 

- 206 words - 

The two charts divide the population in England into four different weight cat­ 
egories and show the proportion of men and women in each category over a 9-year 
period. 

In 1993, a little less than half the male population in England (47%) was within 
the healthy weight range, but the percentage dropped to 40% in 1998 and continued 
to decline slightly to about 38% in 2002. By comparison, the percentage of men who 
were overweight had an opposite trend, rising in two stages from 42% in 1993 to 45% 
in 1998 and finally 46% in 2002. During the same time, there was a modest increase 
in the obesity rate in the male population from 10% to 15%, while the proportion of 
dangerously obese men remained low at about 2%. 

Compared with the weight development in the male population, that of female 
had a quite similar trend over the same period. Women who had healthy weight and 
who were overweight constituted the vast majority of the female population, while 
the remaining 15% to 20% were considered obese or dangerously obese. 

It seems that the whole population in England was becoming increasingly over­ 
weight, and the obesity rate was constantly higher in the female population than in 
the male population. 

Model Essay 
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compared with ... 

Chti y cau sau trong bai van m~u: 
Compared with the weight development in the male population, that of female had a 
quite similar trend over the same period. 

Ban c6 th~ dung each dien dat compared with ... de mo ta bi~u do dira tren vi~c so 
sanh cac so li~u. Sau compared with la m9t danh tU' hoac cum danh tir nen ban phai 
dung ket hop vCli rnenh a~. Ngoai ra, khi mu5n so sanh giua hai doi tuong A va B, ban 
c6 the viet compared with A, B. .. , (so vuiA thi B ... ). Xem cac vf du sau: 
Compared with men, women are physically weaker. 
The tuition of most Canadian universities is lower compared with that in other 
countries. 
This school is only for street children who are much more disadvantaged compared 
with children from wealthy families . 

• 
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Ozone Hole Size over Antarctica 
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• surpass , vuqt 

After several part-rime jobs, he has now got a stable job in a bank. 
stable c J on dinh 

We stripped several layers of paint off the door. 
layer 1 lop, tang 

region r vung 
He said he had sharp pains in the stomach region. 

·· KeYi Y.o~a~ulary ~ -----........- ..... ._.__. __ l 

I 
t 
~ His time for the 100 metres surpassed the previous· world record by one hundredth of I 

j:tl a second. 

1:_~ 
indicate ·1 cho they; chi dlnh (thucc) ! 
Antihistamine is indicated for this patient as a treatment for her allergies. 

f give rise to gay ra f 
i International support has given rise to new optimism in the company. ~ 
I ~f. 
~?~1~-J'"~t"I ~!~~·+++-.:·~~~~ ~~.~t-..-i- .. 

-199 words - 

Overall, the two graphs indicate that it was mainly CFC-12 and N20 which gave 
rise to the expansion of the ozone hole over Antarctica in the last two decades of the 
20th century. 

In 1980, about 70 million tonnes of CFC-11 was produced, which remained stable for 
2 years before undergoing a steady decline to below 10 million tonnes in the late 1990s. 
The production of CFC-12, on the other hand, showed an upward trend throughout 
the 20-year period from 28 to 50 million tonnes, surpassing the production of CFC-11 
in 1989. N20, however, was not produced until 1990, but its production grew rapidly to 

about 40 million tonnes in 2000. 

The two line graphs illustrate the change in the ozone hole size over the Antarctica 
region and the amount of three gases produced which caused damage to the ozone 
layer during the same period. 

The ozone hole was at its smallest size of about 400 thousand square kms in 1980, 
but 20 years later, it was enlarged by 9 times to 3.6 million square kms. The only period 
when there was a reduction in size was in the early 1990s (from 2 to 1.2 million square 
kms). 

Model Essay 
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ChU y cau sau trong bai van mftu: 
The production of CFC-12, on the other hand, showed an upward trend throughout 
the 20-year period from 28 to 50 million tonnes, surpassing the production of CFC-11 
in 1989. 

show an upward trend 

~ :==-c=-O ;;;:::-c:::;,a ==--== ~=-c:=~ ~ 

i 
~ 

~ 
~ 

j Ban c6 tM dung cum tu show an upward trend khi muon di~n ta s6 h~u thay ddi ~ 
theo h1r6'ng tang len, vf du: ~ 
The number of divorces showed a slightly upward trend since the late 1990s. -Ct 

~n Neu muon dieti ta s6 li~u giam xuong, ban co the dung cum nr show a downward ~ 
trend. 

~ ==--==-c- =-==~ ==-=-+:=-=-o~-=--=-"iol~ 0-=-=-cJ'"="'-==~ 
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The bar chart shows information about the areas of land damaged by human activities 
in four major continents of the world. 

The areas of land damaged in Africa and Asia are similar, totalling approximately 1,200 
million hectares for each, while in Australia and Europe the numbers are considerably 
lower, averaging between 300 and 400 million. 
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... show a ... different picture ... 

Khi mo ta bi€u aB, ne'u tha'y SO li~u Ot(Q'C trinh bay a ph~n sau c6 su khac bi~t SO voi 
so Ji~u aa trinh bay tnrdc a6, ban co th~ dung each di~n dat tren a~ chuyen y. C6 th~ 
dung cac trang tu nhu slightly, completely, somewhat a€ di~n ta mt1t d<? khac nhau. 
vr du: 
There are more men than women working in the engineering industry. But the nursing 
sector shows a completely different picture: women account for 85% of the total 
nursing workforce . 

pervasive , Ian t ra:- 
Identity theft is a pervasive problem in America and bas dramatically increased over 
the past decade . 

breeding . SIJ chan nu6i; su giao due 
A man's own good breeding is the best security against other people's ill manners. 

average lmh trung bmh. trung binh la 
The price of a CD album averages between thirteen and seventeen dollars. 

total dat tong so llal 
The current global consumption of fertilisers totals 137 million Lons a year, 
representing a dramatic increase in consumption during the last 50 years. 

continent , luc dia 
Scotland is on the edge of the European continent and is surrounded by seas 

Looking at the causes behind land damage, we can see that in Africa, Europe and 
especially Australia, breeding is the leading cause of land loss, damaging approximately 
500, 120 and 220 million hectares of land respectively. Next comes tree-cutting, which 
takes away slightly larger areas of land than farming in all the three regions. 

Asia shows a slightly different picture, where tree-cutting activities have led to the 
largest amount of land loss (450 million hectares). Breeding and farming account for the 
remaining damage (380 and 420 million hectares respectively). 

Overall, breeding causes the most pervasive damage to land around the world. 
- 156 words - 

.. 
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In 1950, world oil discovery stood at 20 billion barrels a year, which grew dra­ 
matically over the next 15 years to reach a peak at approximately 56 billion barrels 
in 1965. However, from this year onwards, the growth of oil discovery was suddenly 
replaced by a sharply downward trend, with some ups and downs, to approximately 
6 billion barrels a year in 2005, about 1/10 of its peak amount in 1965. 

This bar chart shows the changes in the amount of oil discovered worldwide every 
5 years from 1950 to 2005 and the predicted figures from 2010 to 2020. 
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steadily h lm(>t each) on dtuh I ben vling I deu d~n 
The company's exports have been increasing steadily. 

onwards td-.·' tro· di 
The pool is open from 7 a.m. onwards. 

approximately r.i.JvJ khoang, xap xi 
The two buildings were approximately equal in size. 

peak dinh diem 
Traffic reaches its peak between 8 and 9 in the morning. 

predict , du dean 
It was predicted that inflation would continue to fall. 

- 169 words - 

In conclusion, this chart shows that world oil discovery peaked in the 1960s but 
has been declining for over 40 years, and this trend is expected to continue into the 
near future. 

It is predicted that 7 billion barrels of oil will be discovered worldwide in the year 
2010, and this figure is forecast to decline steadily to an all-time low of only 3 billion 
barrels in 2020. 
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modest , · khiem tcin; wa phai; gian di 
The party made modest· gains in the elections, but nothing like the huge gains that 
were predicted. 

Australasia 1 vung' lanh thO gom Uc, New Zealand va cac dao Ian c~n it phia nam Thai 
Binh Duong · 

Australasia means Australia, New Zealand and neighbouring islands of the South 
Pacific Ocean. 

breakdown " thong tin chi ti€t 
We asked for a breakdown of the accident figures into daytime and night-time. 

citizenship (, ttr each cong dan 
He was granted Canadian citizenship. 

immigrant 11 l nguOi nhap cu 
Illegal immigrants are sent back across the border if they are caught. 

-199 words - 

The line graph shows the number of immigrants who obtained UK citizenship 
between 1962 and 2002, and the bar chart gives a breakdown of the number in 1996 
and 2002 according to the continents they came from. 

In 1962, the number of people who became UK citizens stood at 20 thousand, 
which almost doubled to slightly less than 40 thousand in 1972. Although the next 
ten years saw a modest decline, the number increased again to 50 thousand in 1992 
and then shot up dramatically to a little below the 120 thousand mark in 2002. 

Among the 72 thousand new citizens in the UK in 1996, the vast majority came 
from Asia ( 49 thousand). An equal number (9 thousand) came from Europe and from 
Africa, and the remaining 5 thousand was from other regions including America and 
Australasia. Six years later, the number of citizens from Asia, Africa and Europe rose, 
to 58, 25 and 27 thousand respectively, while immigrants from America, Australasia 
and other regions showed a slight drop to 4 thousand. 

In conclusion, a surge in immigration from Europe and Africa to the UK contrib­ 
uted to the rising number of new UK citizens between 1996 and 2002. 

Model Essay 
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Sau ca:u true nay, ngubi ta thutmg dung cum tu b~t d~u b~.ng according to hoac in 
terms of nham neu ro tieu chf duqc dung ct@ thong ke. Vf du: 
The table gives a breakdown of the number of women involved in each activity 
according to their level of education. 

give a breakdown of ... 

Ne'u bi~u ct6 cung ca'p so li~u m9t each chi tie't thl trong phgn mb bai, ta c6 th€ dung 
cau true give a breakdown of.. a~ gioi thi~u khai quat v~ bigu ct6, vf du cau sau trong 
bru van m~u: 
The bar chart gives a breakdown of the number in 1996 and 2002 according to the 
continents they came from. 

contribute to gop phan gay ra 
Smoking certainly contributed to his early death. 

surge In sv tang len; dQt dang trao 
There has been a surge in house prices recently. 



165 www.nhantriviet.com 

The bar chart compares five different means of passenger transport in the UK for the 
years 1990 and 2000 in terms of total passenger kilometres travelled. 

In 1990, a total of 100 billion passenger kilometres were travelled by UK residents 
using the surveyed transport methods, which went up slightly by about 10 billion to 

Model Essay 
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represent 1~·1, mo ta. trinh bay 
This new report represents the current situation in our schools. 

contrast , ' su nguac 11).i, s11 tuong phan 
Their economy has expanded enormously, while ours, by I in contrast, has declined. 

decade } lh~p men 
Prices have risen sharply in the last decade. 

decline r' S\l' suy gtam, SlJ giam Slit 
There has been a steady decline in public services over recent years. 

principal 1 a;; chinh, chii yeu 
Iraq's principal export is oil. 

in terms of ve mat; du6i dang 
The savings, both in terms of time and money, could be considerable. 

means , phuong ti~n. each thii:c 
She tried to explain by means of sign language. 

- 164 words - 

In this survey, buses and trains were the principal modes of public transport during 
the last decade in the UK, each with between 40 and 50 billion kilometres travelled. By 
contrast, the annual distance covered by bicycle, motorbike and air travel only represented 
an insignificant share, with less than 8 billion passenger kilometres for each. 

Overall, there was a growth in "mass transit service" in the UK such as air, bus and 
rail travel during the past decade. 

reach 110 billion ten years later. This rise in passenger kilometre number was recorded in 
air, bus and rail travel, but a slight decline was actually found in bicycle and motorbike 
travel. 
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By contrast c6 nghia la mii lai. Nfo hai nh6m so li~u c6 slf chsnh lech kha lon, ta 
c6 th@ dung by contrast hoac in contrast d~ nO'i cau hoac no'i hai vg cua cau. Vi du: 
Chinese economy has expanded enormously, while the economy in Japan, by contrast, 
has declined. 

The amount spent on defence increased sharply. In contrast, spending on housing 
and health declined dramatically. 

each dien dat muc ct9 tang J giam cua so lieu 

Chli y cau sau trong bai van m~u: 
... which went up slightly by about 10 billion to reach 110 billion ten years later. 

B~ ell~ dat rmrc a9 tang/ giam cua s6 [i~u. ta c6 thg dung giOi tL! by. Sau by c6 th€ 
la m9t con so cu tM, ding c6 th~ la gia tri ph~n tram. Vf du: 
The number of international tourists went up by 50% from 100,000 to 150~000. 

Cach dien dat St,1 SO sanh 

ChU y cau sau trong bai van m~u: 
Buses and trains were the principal modes of public transport during the last decade 
in the UK. .. By contrast, the annual distance covered by bicycle, motorbike and air 
travel.. 
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(This question is identical to the question ofDecember 2004.) 
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He declined to make projections about the next quarter's earnings. 
proiection o. su dl! doan 

The act was adopted by an overwhelming majority. 
overwhelming r~ 'i' ap dao 

She expects to fail the exam due to her poor preparation. 
expect ·-.·1 cha r~ng, tin rtmg 

The estimated cost of painting the whole house was 1,000 dollars. 
estimated ,.,/11 duQ'C u6'C tinh 

w~o 

! 
! 
i 
~ 

~ 
indicate r' bi~u tht, Mo hi¢u · t 
The snow indicates the coming of winter. ~ 

~~ ... ~ .... ·~~~'.i~~~",!3 

-199 words - 

The graphs compare the population make-up of one European country every forty 
years from 1901 to 1981, and the estimated number in 2021. 

There was a huge increase in the number of people in this country from 38,225,000 
in 1901 to 67,180,000 eighty years later, and this upward trend is expected to last 
through to the year 2021, when the population is estimated at 87,658,000, more than 
double the 1901 figure. 

In 1901 and 1941, the age structure in this country was completely the same, with an 
overwhelming majority of its population (95%) below 65, 4% between 65 and 85, and 
only 1 % over 8 5 years old. 

However, the year 1981 saw a sharp increase in the percentage of the elderly. 
Altogether, they made up 17% of the total population, whereas the projection for the 
year 2021 shows that they will continue to grow but less dramatically to 21 % of the total 
population (15% for 65-85-year-olds and 6% for over-85-year-olds). 

In summary, changes are taking place not only in the number of people but also in 
the ages of the people who make up the population in this European country, indicating 
it is advancing into an aging society. 

Model Essay 
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constitute ., cau thanh. t:;J.O thanh 
Female workers constitute the majority of the labour force. 

counterpart • nguo·i "0 cung Vi tri, ehiic VIJ. ho~c co d~c diem tuong ting voi ngttiYi khae 
The Foreign Minister held talks with his Vietnamese counterpart. 

outnumber ', dong ( nguot) h0'11 
In this profession, women outnumber men by two to one(= there arc twice as many 
women as men). 

Key Vocabulary 

These three pie charts show respectively the age structure of electronic game 
players in Korea, their gender distribution as well as the percentage of different types 
of games sold in the country. All information was based on the year 2003. 

It can be seen from the first chart that electronic game players in Korea were mostly 
young people between 18 and 35 (42%). Children and teenagers under 18 years old 
were the second largest group (35%), and the remaining 23% were over 35 years old. 

The second chart shows that male electronic game players clearly outnumbered 
their female counterparts (72% and 28% respectively). 

The third chart shows that action games were by far the best-selling genre, con­ 
stituting 42% of the electronic game sales in Korea. Next come sports and racing 
games, which accounted for 21 % and 17% respectively. Role-play and education games 
had less successful sales, with 7% each. The remaining 6% of the sales went to other 
types of games. 

In conclusion, young men aged 18 and 35 were the most likely players of electronic 
games in Korea, and action games were the most popular genre among Korean players. 

-190 words· 

Model Essay 
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reverse r dieu nguqc lat 
ud I llguQ'C l{li, trai lai 

The teachers say my son is slow, but I believe the reverse. 

exceed 1 vuot qua 
She was found guilty on three charges of exceeding the speed limit. 

considerably u l dang ke 
Ile is considerably fatter than he was when I knew him. 

expenditure 11 chi phi 
The budget will certainly include increased expenditure on education. 

respectively le 1 i Ian luQt 
In the 200 metres, Lizzy and Sarah came first and third respectively. 

in general not chung, noi tom 1<1.i 
I do not think people in general give much thought to the environment. 

Key Vocabulary 

- 157 words - 

The three pie charts show how university students in three countries spent their 
money in the year 2003. 

In general, students in Country A spent slightly more than those in Country B 
(US$5,000 and US$4,500 respectively). In comparison, student expenditure in Coun­ 
try C was considerably lower, at only US$1,500 per year. 

Accommodation and food were the two biggest items of expenditure. Altogether 
they constituted around 60% of the total student expenditure in all the three coun­ 
tries. The difference is that in Countries A and B accommodation spending exceeded 
food spending, while the reverse was true for Country C. 

The rest of the students' spending was divided among leisure, books and "others". 
Leisure spending constituted a larger percentage (around 20%) of student expend­ 
iture in both Countries A and B, while in Country C more money was spent on books 
(21 %) than on leisure (12%). 

Overall, as wealth decreased, the percentage of students' spending on non-essential 
items went down. 

Model Essay 
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Chti y cau sau trong bai van m~u: ~ 
In general, students in Country A spent slightly more than those in Country B 
(US$5,000 and US$4,SOO respectively). 

Overall, as wealth decreased, the percentage of students' spending on non-essential 
items went down. ~ 

In general va Overall a~u c6 nghia la noi tom l<;ti, noi chung, dung a~ neu nh~ xet l 
khai quat hoac dira ra ket lu~n ve va'n de nao a6 . 

In general I Overall. .. 

N@'u nh~n thay hai nb6m so li~u tuong phan thl sau khl neu mot nh6m so li~u. ta c6 
th~ dung ca'u true the reverse is true for ... a~ trmh bay ngan gen nhom s6 li~u con 
lai, Vf du: 
Married women have higher rates of depression than unmarried women, but the 
reverse is true for men. 

r 

~ the reverse is true for ... 

Chu y cau sau trong bai van m~u: 

... in Countries A and B accommodation spending exceeded food spending, while the 
reverse was true for Country C. 

leisure , hie nhan roi; thin gian ranh l 
The town lacks leisure facilities such as a swimming pool or squash courts. 

non-essential wl·' khOng can thi€t 

Such lights are noo-essen===~'""°°"'" ....,_J 

• 
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Long hours: over 41 hours per week - Part-time: under 35 hours per week - Full-lime: 35-40 hours per week 

'Total Work force 
(8.8 million) 

Owners I Managers 
( 1.9 million) 

Employees 
(6.9 million) 

December 2005 Academic Task 1 Question 
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combine r ket hQ'P 
She manages to successfully combine family life and I with a career. 

interestingly 11•'7 di~u thu vi la ... 
Interestingly enough, he never actually said that he was innocent. 

on a ... basis tren CO' s& /mgt each ... 
Young people who live far away from their parents should visit them on a regular basis. 

remaining I con ll:li 
Bernstein's two remaining lectures will take place on [anuary 22 and 23. 

- 188 words - 

Australia had an 8.8-million-strong workforce in 2001, among which the vast major­ 
ity were hired as employees (6.9 million) and the remaining 1.9 million either owners 
or managers. Only 29% of Australian employees had a full-time working week of 35-40 
hours. 38% of them were working on a part-time basis for less than 35 hours per week, 
while a third had long working hours of 41 a week or more. 

When it comes to owners or managers, interestingly, two thirds of them had long­ 
hour working weeks while only about one fifth could have a regular working day. Part­ 
time working, as can be expected, was relatively rare among owners /managers (only 14%). 

Observing the overall workforce does not lead to any surprises as it simply combines 
the above two, with about two thirds of all workers working full-time or long hours, and 
the remaining one third working part-time. 

To sum up, working overtime was over two times more common among owners I 
managers than among employees. 

The pie charts illustrate the working patterns of Australian employees and owners/ 
managers by indicating the percentage of them who worked full-time, part-time, or 
overtime. 

Model Essay 
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r ~ c~n b~ ~ected - 

Khi m6 ta bieu d6, neu thay so li~u dtrqc dua ra phu hgp voi suy nghT cua nhi~u ngU'oi, 
ban c6 the dung cum tU as can be expected, as expected hoac as is expected (deu co 
nghla la nhu suy nghf cua nhiiu ngitui). Vf du: 
Leisure time, as expected, is longer for part-time employees than for full-time 
employees. 
Life expectancy, as can be expected, is shorter in developing countries. 

C6 tM d~t cum tu nay 0 d:iu cau hoac chen vao giua cau, 
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The most significant feature is that salary, including salary to teachers and to other 
non-teaching staff, was the major expenditure for this university throughout the 20-year 
period. 

1. 

l 
Ban cung' co the dLing cac tir remarkable, important, notable, striking ... thay cho i 

. if ~ s1gn1 1cant. ~ 
~ .............. - ..... ~...-.,~"J·~ ........ ~_,..,~,., ......... ,~~ .... ~~ 

~·~~ ><;>~ .... ~k>'~~~~;jt~ 

The most significant feature is that... 1 
"' Khi 111.6 ta bieu a6, nguO'i ta thircng dung cau tnic The most significant feature is r 

that., ae trinh bay a.ric cMm n6i b~t nhat, vi du cau sau trong bai van m~u: 

triple r tang gllp ha Ian 
The workforce has tripled in size since the new factory opened. 

throughout « 11, xuyen i;u6t, khap 
People throughout the country are out of work. 

- 177 words - 

The remaining expenditures were divided between smaller items such as furniture 
and equipment, insurance, and resources. Insurance spending continued to grow, from 
only 2% of the total spending in 1981 to 3% in 1991 and 8% in 2001. The percentage 
of total spending on resources such as books also increased slightly from 10% to 12% 
during the first ten years, but it dropped sharply to 5% in 2001. Spending on furniture 
and equipment, however, showed the most dramatic change: After being reduced by 
over 50% in 1991, it more than tripled to make up about a quarter of the total amount 
a decade later. 

The most significant feature is that salary, including salary to teachers and to other 
non-teaching staff, was the major expenditure for this university throughout the 
20-year period. The percentage of total spending on teachers' salary was between 40% 
and 55%, while that on other staff's salary decreased steadily from a third to less than 
one fifth. 

The three pie charts show a UK university's annual expenditure by category in 
1981, 1991 and 2001. 

Model Essay 
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(This question is identical to the question of May 2006.) 

Academic Task 1 Question October 2009 
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be responsible for chiu trach nhiem ve 
Who is responsible for this terrible mess? 

be expected to duoc du dean la 
The economy of the after-war country is expected to go worse. 

apparent 1 1d1 • ro tang 
I was on the metro this morning when [or no apparent reason the man opposite 
suddenly screamed. 

category ,, hang, loai 
There are three categories of accommodation - standard, executive, and deluxe. 

· 217 words - 

In addition, the average number of students in lecture-based subjects was contrastingly 
larger than that in laboratory-based ones in 2001. Within the former category, Law 
undoubtedly had the greatest number of students of 28.5, while Education boasted the 
least- only 22.5 students taught by each instructor. Turning to the latter group, Science 
majors were happily enjoying the most individual attention (14.0 of them under one 
lecturer). In comparison, 17.5 Chemistry students seemed to be a heavier burden for 
each professor. 

To summarise, the average number of students has been progressively higher through­ 
out the years, and the classrooms of Australian universities will become increasingly 
crowded in the future. 

The tables describe the average number of students under the instruction of each 
lecturer in Australian universities from 1991 to 2007 and compare it between two 
different categories of subjects in 2001. 

In general, it is apparent that the average number of students had increased steadily 
every four years by 2003 and is expected to continue its growth in 2007. Whereas 
there were only 12.3 students taught by one lecturer in 1991, he was responsible for 
teaching 17.l students in 1999. Also, there were a relatively small number of students 
(14.4) inside a classroom in 1995; however, that figure is projected to increase 1.5 times 
to 21.6 students in 2007. 

Model Essay 
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each dien ta. thong tin d\1 doan 
Chu y hai eau sau trong bill van m~u: 
Jn general, it is apparent that the average number of students had increased steadily 
every four years by 2003 and is expected to continue irs growth in 2007 . 
... however, that figure is projected to increase 1.5 times to 21.6 students in 2007. 

Khi m6 ta bi@u ab, d6i Ide ta dn OL(a ra du dean, Vf du, nfo ben earth so li~u cua 
bi§u ab e6 cac tir forecast, estimate, predict, project thi di§u nay cho bie't s6 li~u 
dlic;1C dua ra la so li~u Lt6'c tfnh va ta can SU dung cac ca'u true dien ta thong tin du 
dean (dLtc;1e hinh thanh dua tren cac tu vua neu) d@ mo ta bi@u a6. Ngoai ra, neu true 
thoi gian cua bi~u ab keo dai Mn thO'i di~m tuong lai thi ta cung nen dung cac ca'u 
tnic dien ta thong tin dl,i dean, 

Du& day la mot so cau true dien ta thong tin d~r dean thliong dung. 
be predicted I projected to ... 
The population is predicted I projected to grow to 10 million by the end of 2008. 

The forecast is for ... to ... 
Overall} the forecast is for GDP growth to be 4.1 per cent this year. 

It is estimated that ... 
It is estimated that in 2002 over 2.3 million people, including 450,000 international 
travellers, were transported through the airport. 

progressively r 1~· tang len khong ngung, tang dan Jen 
My eyesight has got progressively worse over the years. 

boast · khoac lac, khoe khoang; c6, n~m gili 
He did not talk about his exam results in case people thought he was boasting. 

undoubtedly .u . chac chan, khong nghi ng& g1 
She was undoubtedly the best candidate. 

former 111 1 ' ci;ru. tru&c 
The painting was then restored Lo its former glory. 

7 project , · du kien 
Can you project our sales in the coming year? 
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The table lists the percentage of the total workforce and the percentage of man­ 
agers who are women in five countries. 

The United States has a roughly gender-balanced workforce: women make up 
about half the country's working population {46%). Women in Australia and Japan 
have a similar share of the country's labour force ( 42% and 41 % respectively). Next 
comes Sri Lanka with 37% of all workers being women. Finally, Egypt is where the 
most striking gender difference is found: there is only one woman for every four men 
in the workplace. 

Model Essay 

Percentage of workforce 
who are women 

Academic Task 1 Question August 2007 
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gender ratio t) I~ gio'i tfnh 
The normal gender ratio is found in the range from 103 to 107 according to 
international norms. 

balanced . 1) can d61. on dlnh 
A balanced literacy diet is important to the literacy development of young children. 

managerial fa 1• (thuoe) quan ly 
Important managerial decisions may take weeks, months or even years to be made 
and implemented. 

predominantly d ehil yeu, phan 16n 
British city centre residents are predominantly young, single people. 

workplace not lam vi~c 

Employers have a legal right to restrict smoking in the workplace or to implement a 
totally smoke-free workplace policy. 

gender difference su chenh 1~cb gim tinh 
Part of the gender difference in this class is due to females being less likely lo take 
final-year math and physics courses. 

striking u»! noi b~t, dang chii y 
There is a striking resemblance between the man in the paintings and the artist 
himself. 

- 189 words - 

Turning to employment at management levels, the United States and Australia 
have a similar percentage of managers who are women (43% and 41% respectively), 
which is only slightly lower than the corresponding percentage of women in the 
overall workforce. However, managerial positions in the other three countries are 
predominantly occupied by men, as women constitute only 12% of all managers in 
both Egypt and Japan, and only 9% in Sri Lanka. 

To sum up, Australia and the US have the most balanced gender ratio throughout 
the workplace while gender difference is the greatest at management levels in Sri 
Lanka. 
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Ir =-----=--------=--------------4 ! Cach slip xiip s6 lieu theo thu !\I ! 

! ThOng thuong, khi mo ta bi~u a&, ban phai so sanh cac s-6 li~u. Sap xip theo thu ti! la ~l, 
m9t each kha h1~u qua giup b1µ1 di~n ta ngan gen moi tirong quan giua cac s6 Mu. ~ 
Khi s~p xf'p s6 li~u theo thd' hf, cum tCr noi thttong OUQ'C dung nhat la followed by. ! Vf du ! i :::::~::e,::l::dt: ;:i::: :n::::~;:·,:: m:~ ::·:;;:6o:~eo i 

~ thu tt,r. vr du: ~ ! ~:!::~:;!;,: ~:~1~~;;0~1::~ :;·s~:~~~ ':~h s;~. ~:~:::'~~.:;~~.. ~ 
By 1990 Italy was still the leading country, though its savings rate had dropped to 
17.6%. Germany was next with 13.8% (same as 1970) and the rates in France and 
Japan were close behind. In Canada, the savings rate had almost doubled to 11.5%. 
The UK and the USA had the lowest rates of 8.2% and 5.5% respectively. 

~: C6 th~ dung gidi tu with hoac of khi neu s6 lieu, ~ ~-----~-____.,~~-------------------------J 
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The table shows the energy consumption in Australia, Japan and the USA in 2000 
and the rate of increase compared with 1999. 

In general, the USA consumed the largest amount of energy, with 1.42 billion tons 
of oil equivalent in total, followed by Japan (403 million tons) and Australia (92 mil­ 
lion tons). However, Japan enjoyed the fastest rate of increase (42.5%), with Australia 
(21.5%) and the USA (13%) ranking second and third respectively . 

Model Essay 

Energy Consumption (in millions of tons of oil equivalent) and Rate of Increase 

Academic Task 1 Question August 2006 

.. 
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with respect to ve' tlOi vOi 
The two groups are very similar with respect to age. 

pattern ' mo hinh, mau. kieu 
The pattern of family life has been changing over recent years. 

rank xep h:,mg xf p loai 
We rank among the safest countries in the world. 

equivalent n 1 mot Im.mg tuong duong 
He had drunk the equivalent of 15 whiskies. 

compared with so v6i 
My own problems seem insignificant compared with other people's. 

energy consumption su tieu thu nang luong' 
The government is determined to reduce the US's daily energy consumption. 

-192 words - 

Overall, it is apparent that in the three countries, the USA consumed energy most, 
while Japan had the fastest rate of increase in energy consumption during the period 
of 1999 to 2000. 

With respect to industry, although the USA consumed 420 million tons, more than 
the sum of that in Australia (36 million) and Japan (159 million), its rate of increase 
from 1999 to 2000 was only 0.9%, far less than that of Australia (28%) and Japan (39%). 

The pattern was similar for transport and "others", with the USA being the leading 
energy consumer which had the slowest increase. Japan still had the highest rate 
of increase, and Australia ranked second in both energy consumption and rate of 
increase. 
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Khi mo ta bl~u d:o, d~ di~n ta xu the hay d~c cMm gi6ng v6i n9i dung da dttQ'c d~ c~p 
tnt& do, ban co tM dung du tnic The pattern is similar for ... Vf d1,1: 
Television audience showed a slight decline in the late afternoon. The pattern is similar 
for radio audience as well. 

Cach di~ dat XU the/d~c di@m tirong tu: The pattern is similar for ... 

ChU y cau sau trong bai van mfo: 
The pattern was similar for transport and "others", with the USA being the leading 
energy consumer which had the slowest increase. 
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The table shows changes in the spending patterns of an average Australian house­ 
hold between 1991 and 2001. In general, Australian household spending was higher 
in 2001 than in 1991, but the difference was not significant (AU$715 per month and 
AU$675 per month respectively). 

Model Essay 

* Other goods and services: non-essential goods and services 

Li~~~. ~·~ +~,"~~~~ . ...,.......,..... 

Academic Task 1 Question November 2005 
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minor •c11 nho; phu 
A minor change was made to the draft to make it easier to understand. 

a Similarly fl iv I tuong tu b~~s must ~top~: .~raf~1c ligh:s; similarly,~1cyc!es s~oul~ stop too. 

expenditure r1 chi phi 
The government's annual expenditure on arms has been reduced. 

significant .1(.11) clang ke 
There has been a significant increase in the number of women students in recent 
years. 

· 186 words - 

However, there was a decrease in expenditure on the other two items. Australians 
spent one third less on clothing, which fell from AU$30 to AU$20. Similarly, expend­ 
iture on transport dropped from AU$70 in 1991 to AU$45 in 2001. 

It seems that food and "other goods and services" were the two biggest items of 
expenditure. Altogether, they accounted for more than half of the total household 
spending. By comparison, Australians spent little on dressing up. 

The amount of monthly spending on electricity and water saw a dramatic increase 
over the 10-year period from AU$75 to AU$120. Yet in terms of the expenditure 
on non-essential goods and services, the rising trend was less obvious with a minor 
increase of AU$20. At the same time, the amount of money spent on food and hous­ 
ing rose only slightly from AU$155 to AU$160 and AU$95 to AU$100 respectively. 
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This table shows changes in Australia's nursing employment between 1987 and 
2001. The nursing workforce represented in this table consists of nurses working at four 
different levels. As expected, the higher the level, the lower the employment number. 

During these 14 years, Australia's entire labour force grnw from 2,728,000 to 
3,738,000, an increase of 37%. Despite this impressive growth in the total workforce, 
however, there was a 10% decrease from 180,000 to 161,200 in the number of employees 
in the nursing sector. 

Model Essay 
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incompatible ad khong tuong thich, khtmg luong ting 
The world's present energy consumption is incompatible with the planet's limited and 
non-renewable resources. 

the vast majority of doi da so 
The vast majority of institutionalised disabled Americans are elderly. 

years. 

sector 

There was an impressive amount of support for reforms. 

khu vuc; linh vue: nganh l 
The telecommunications sector has been undergoing an enormous change in the last 100 

impressive (i dang ngu&ng mo; gay an twng 

labour force I workforce hrc luQ'ng lao d9ng 
The trade labour force has remained relatively the same since 1987: the workforce was 
comprised of 18,200 positions. 

entire 11 t. toan bO 
The entire campus has more than 400 faculty members who work full-time. 

consist of bao g6m 
The members of this panel consist of policy makers, energy practitioners, government 
representatives, and researchers. 

- 193 words - 

The significant drop in employment numbers at lower levels was somewhat compen­ 
sated by a 30% increase in the number working at the highest level (directors of nursing) 
from 4,000 to 5,200. 

Overall, the table suggests that the development of the nursing employment m 
Australia was incompatible with the growth of its total workforce. 

The vast majority of the nurses were working at the lowest level, i.e. assistant nurses, 
whose number remained largely unchanged between 1987 and 2001 (117,000 and 
112,000 respectively). However, the number of senior nurses and that of junior nurses 
decreased dramatically, the former by 20% from 20,000 to 16,000 and the latter by 
28% from 39,000 to 28,000. 
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~~''®H'lli4·''4'Rii''4''ii=-------=--------------~·~ 
~,- be compensated by... t 

Compensate c6 nghia la cfen bu, bu aiip. Khi quan sat bi€u do, n€u thay c6 m9t so li~u () 
~ tang va m(it s6 li~u giam thl ban co th~ dung each dJ@n dat be compensated by ... d~ (} i di@n ta moi quan M giira hai so li~u nay. Vf du: ~ ~l ~ slo:Vdo~n in the natural growth rate has been compensated by an increase in net i 

imrrugranon. ( 
' ; ....---.-____....______..~~--------__.------..-------__..--._____..____._____.___.-.____._..--...~------~------------------------------------~ 
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cleaning plant 
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heating in furnace 
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bottle 

filling I packing 
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t 
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consume 1 tieu thu « consumer (11 • ngm'rt ticu dung 
Our high Jiving standards cause our present population to consume 25 per cent of the 
world's oil. ~ 

~~~~~~ti}:.~~ 

molten 1 
:"' ruing chay 

Molten lava destroyed all the neighbouring villages. 

• despatch l chuyen di 
Two loads of woollen cloth were despatched to the factory on December 12. 

furnace r/ lo nung, lo luyen kim 
People who work with furnaces in a steel factory need to wear protective clothing. 

sort r,·, phan lo~i 
Sort out any clothes you want to throw away and give them to me. 

pressurise d) gay ap luc: dieu ap (tren may bay. tau ngam ... ) 
He was pressurised into signing the agreement. 

Our marriage is going through a difficult stage at the moment. 
• stage , tn gtai dean 

The lecturer illustrated his point with a diagram on the blackboard. 
minh hoa illustrate r 

• 

- 164 words - 

This diagram illustrates the recycling process of glass bottles. The whole process is a 
cycle which can be divided into three main stages. 

In the first stage, used bottles are collected at a collecting point, ready to be trans­ 
ported by a truck. The second stage first takes place in a cleaning plant, where these 
used bottles are sorted by colour into green, brown, and clear ones, and washed by high­ 
pressurised water. When this cleaning process finishes, the bottles are transported to a 
glass factory where they are cut into pieces which are then poured into a furnace. After 
being heated in the furnace, the molten glass, mixed with added glass liquid from other 
sources, flows into a glass mould. After the remoulding process, a new bottle emerges. 

In the final stage, new, empty bottles are filled with liquid, packed and despatched 
to the supermarket, ready to be picked by consumers. At this point, a cycle has been 
completed and a new cycle will begin. 

Model Essay 



www.nhantriviet.com 202 

each dien d~t tinh l~p lai cua ml)t quy trinh 

B~ die11 ta tMt ngan gon va ro rang mot quy trlnh nae d6 duqe lap di l?p lai, ban 
co th~ trinh bay nhir hai cau sau trong bai van mau: 
The whole process is a cycle which can be divided into three main stages. 
At this point, a cycle has been completed and a new cycle will begin. 

Khi mo ta m(>t quy trlnh g6m nhi~u giai dean di~n ra theo trinh t1! nha't dlnh, ban 
c6 th€ dung cac cum tu In the first place, To begin with, In the first stage ... a~ 
trinh bay giai doan dau tien; dung Then, Next, After this/ that ... d~ trinh bay giai 
OO?n tiep theo; dung Finally hoac Lastly a€ trinh bay giai QO?n cu6i cung, C6 th~ 
trinh bay cac giai doan song song bMg each dung At the same time, Meanwhile ... 
Trong vf du tren, nguO'i viet da SU d1,111g menh d~ phu bat aau bang when, where, 
which M mo ta trlnh tv cac giai dean cua quy trinh m9t each w nhien. 

each mo ta ml)t quy trinh 

Chii y cau sau trong bal van mau: 
When this cleaning process finishes, the bottles are transported to a glass factory 
where they are cut into pieces which are then poured into a furnace. 
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He was accused of shredding documents relating to the case. 
xe; tieu huy shred, 

1 
T ~: 

Work always piles up at the end of the year. 

r 
1: · p0rilgeaunpic ch~:t1.d houn·ugc,od· on do"ng 1 

They want ~o 1~prove the soil by adding organic matter. 

1 .. i pour do, rot 

~ 

0 ;;~;;;;~:::~~~~~~::::o~::~ .. :::;'.1::_:iw i 
* fermentation t, sq len men '-: f Sugar is converted into alcohol by a process of fermentation. I 
~ convert . , chuven hoa f 
f Hot water is co;werted to electricity by a rur~ine. " . . ± L<r~~. ~~.-nPP ... ,,,.k-~¢1!.,...~~.'"1-l;IJIC·~~~,.~- ... 

-178 words· 

Nitrogen is poured in. Water is needed only when it is hot in weather. With the 
cover tightly closed on the container, the decomposition process of these organic 
wastes is starting under the effect of heat and vapour begins emitting out, too. The 
biogas rises continuously from the pile of the wastes and releases out. 

After six months of fermentation, all the wastes are finally converted into fertiliser. 
This illustrates a chain of chemical reactions that can transform what are the wastes 
to something useful, even valuable. 

This series of five diagrams shows how three kinds of organic wastes (newspapers, 
grass, and waste food) are turned into a chemical mixture or fertiliser to be used for 
garden plants. 

A plastic container - two cubic metres in volume - stores these wastes. On its four 
walls are three tiers of vents for air coming in and going out. 

Waste food lies at the bottom of the container and piles up to 15cm in height. On 
its top is grass, which is also 15cm in thickness. Then shredded newspapers are spread 
over. 

Model Essay 
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Solution 2 - Dam 
Advantage: Low cost 
Disadvantage: 
Affect land 

Solution 1 
Relocation 
Advantage: 
Environmental 
protection 
Disadvantage: 
High cost 

Flooding 
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e;:· ~i 
~ ffi 

~

~'..: highlight ~ ,, lam noi b~t ~~ 
The spelling mistakes 111 the text had been highlighted in green. . 

outline" 1 phac thao, phac hoa 
~ At the interview, she outlined what I would be doing. ~ 
0, ~ VJ solution ,, giai phap [i) 2 UN leaders are working hard to find a peaceful solution to the conflict. ~ 

e, , ~ Q,· B' proposal kien ngh], de xuat ,., 

I
'.:, Congress has rejected the latest economic proposal pot forward by the president.~~~ .. :· 

residential radJ1 (thu()cl cu tni 
8 You must satisfy the residential qualifications to get a work permit. 

B downside ( 1 mat trai (tieu cue) ~ 

~ 
Unemployment, inflation, and greater inequality are often the downside of a market 

I 0, , economy. (:) 

B result in dan den, gay ra · ~ 
~ The fire resulted in damage to their property. ~ 

&.~~ ;x::~e:2V"~~~~~~.~ 

- 156 words - 

The three diagrams highlight a flooding problem in a UK town and outline two 
possible solutions to this problem; one solution is less costly but affects the environment 
more, while the other proposal has a higher cost but is less damaging to the environ­ 
ment. The flooding problem occurs in an area where two rivers join to form one and the 
area affected contains residential housing, commercial buildings, and an industrial park. 

One solution to the problem is to relocate the affected developments to nearby areas 
which are slightly further away from the river. The downside of this is that it would be 
very costly, but the upside is that it would result in less environmental damage. 

The other solution is to dam the two rivers causing the flooding. This is a much 
cheaper option but would result in more area being taken up by the resulting reservoirs 
behind the dams, thus leading to more environmental damage. 

Model Essay 
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damage. 

Cau nay c6 cau true kha phuc tap, Can luu y rang sau result in, ban phai dung 
CIJlTI tu (more area being taken up ... ) thay vl rnenh de va sau thus, ban phai dung 
Vving a~ <lien dat ket qua. 

3. This is a much cheaper option but would result in more area being taken up by 
the resulting reservoirs behind the dams, thus leading to more environmental 

other. 

~ 
2. One solution is less costly but affects the environment more, while the other ~ 

proposal has a higher cost but is less damaging 10 the environment. ~ 

While trong cau tren ctu:qc dung M so sanh hai giAi phap, Neu cau chi de ~p Mn ~ 
hai slf v~t/sl,l' vi~c thl khi nhac den su v~t/slf vi¢c thu hai, ban co th€ clung the · 

1. The other solution is to dam the two rivers. 
Trong cau tren, dam la d9ng tir c6 nghia la xay tl4p. 
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stretch n \ dai dat t This particular stretch of coast is especially popular with walkers. 

~--.Nft'~·><~~~~~- ~~~~,..~~~~ 

There are several plots of land for sale. 

In 1780, Kelsbey had only 100 homes, but it had a large expanse of woods in the 
eastern part of the village and four plots of farmland in the middle. In the west, there 
was a river running from north to south. 

The year 1860 saw a doubling of the number of homes, but the size of farmland and 
woods was reduced by half. In the same year, a bridge could be seen over the river and 
a road was constructed linking the river to the residences. 

140 years later, the number of homes more than doubled to 500, but farms and woods 
completely disappeared. Several school buildings and sports facilities were constructed at 
the south-eastern corner of the village, which were connected with the residential area 
in the north by a newly built road. Some shops opened up along the river bank, and a 
large stretch of wetland for birds was established at the southern end of the river. 

- 175 words - 

The three diagrams illustrate what the village of Kelsbey looked like in 1780, 1860 
and 2000. 

Model Essay 
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. ~ 
ChU ngu cua see c6 tM la thcl gian, aja ai~m hoac ban than so lleu . 

Tourism was severely affected by news of violence in the region, and hotel occupancy 
saw a sharp decline. 

The year 2005 saw a dramatic increase in the number of flights between the two 
countries. 

The school has seen a slight enrolment increase over the past decade. 

Khi de c~p den viec s6 li~u c6 SI/ thay a6i, nglioi ta tlnrong SU dung there be 
(There was a dramatic increase in ... ) hoac cum d()ng tt:r + trang tlt ( ... increased 
dramatically). Day la hai each di~n dat thtrcng dung nha't. Ngoa: ra, ban cung c6 
tM dung d(}ng tu see. Vf du: 

Chu y cau sau trong bro van mftu: 
The year 1860 saw a doubling of the number of homes, but the size of farmland and 
woods was reduced by half. 

each dung see khi d.ifo ta s6 li~u thay d6i: 
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-172 words - 

Dear Mr. Smith, 
I am your tenant from Flat 3 on Riverside Street. We met each other when I signed 

the rental agreement in your office. 
I have lived here for 6 months now and I am writing to complain about some of 

the furniture. As you may remember, the dining table is in very poor condition and 
has uneven legs. It also does not match the dining chairs as these are too low to be 
comfortable for a table of that height. When I first pointed this out to you, you agreed 
to provide a brand new dining set. However, you have not done so and I would really 
like to resolve this matter as soon as possible. 

If it is more convenient for you, perhaps you could simply replace the table by 
finding one of a suitable height for the chairs. This· would solve the problems without 
too much cost, so I hope you agree to this proposed solution. 

Looking forward to hearing from you. 
Yours sincerely, 

711. 711. t~;,t 

Model Essay 

General Training Task 1 Question May 2007 
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V\o:j~lliliiiiii!i•-fl:f·!-+1-<*t~I l !~ 6*-H~~~~-+~·~~:J;~H1 

tenant 
f The decorating was done by a previous tenant. 

:}: rental vi~c cho thue J He worked in rhe world's largest car rental company. , 

~ uneven ·ilr) go ghe, khong' bang nhau f.- 

1
. The floor felt uneven under his feet. f 

• resolve giai quyet t 
Attempts are being made to resolve the problem of security in schools. ~ 

".. . ... 

I propose de xuat. dua ra i 
Ir was propo~ed tl~at th~ pre:ident be el~cted for a period of two ye:rs. J 

~'l:l'>PH~.+~ ¥-1--.'"'f"l)tje >l'"t'"';>;-o:¥·-~:+~-~.+o>'P. .• +. ~~~ 
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- 177 words - 

Dear Sam, 
This is your neighbour David and I drop this line to talk about your dog Lisa, 

who has caused some troubles to me and my family. 
Considerate as you are, you have already asked your niece Lily to take care of 

the dog when you are away. However, I do not think that Lily is doing a good job. 
Lisa is left alone most of the time with no adequate food and water, resulting in her 
excessive barking, which annoys me and almost everyone around the neighbourhood. 
Worse still, Lily only comes every other day, which means the little cutie often has 
to be confined to the house for a whole day. This, again, causes her to bark even 
more. 

I was wondering if you could ask Lily to come and look after Lisa on a daily basis 
next time. Or, if she's too busy with her study, my little son Johnson can take over 
the duty. 

You can call me when you come back so we can discuss this problem further. 
Best wishes, 

'D""vM 

Model Essay 

General Training Task 1 Question April 2007 
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I was wondering if there was any possibility that you could donate us anything for our 
auction. 

! 1 i LU'U y r~ng day la each dlen dat lich su, VJ v~y ban nen chia OQng tir trong menh de r 

l theo sau if b thl qua klnr, j 
~~.._.r!ll-=',..~l'li<-'->- ...... :~-~~~·::>""'""'·~;~.:-.>~~>.-~~,~~~r-:>~ 

I was wondering if you could do me a favour. 

I was wondering if ... la cau true dliqc dung M dien ta lcri de ngh] hoac nguyen 
vong nao a6 met each lich su. Vf du: 

. . ' ~ ... ,.,...,.~~·~--~·-.::.-~*- ...... ..,...,....~>Q'i't~~ iv 
~ 

Cach <lien dat [O'i Q~ ngh] mot each lich SI/: I was wondering if... i 
chU y cau sau trong bai van mftu: ~ 
I was wondering if you could ask Lily to come and look after Lisa on a daily basis ~, 
~mti~ ~ 

~ 

l 

take over 1 1~u 'rm; liep quan, dar.1 ·1h~n 
The company he works for has recemlv been taken over. 

confine giam cam 
The hostages had been confined for so long that they could nor cope with the outside 
world. 

excessive , zl qua rmic 
Excessive exercise can sometimes cause health problems. 

adequate J dti 
Have we got adequate food for twenty guests? 

niece chau gai 
Your niece is very lovely. 

considerate · · 1 y tu; chu dao 
Tl was nor very considerate of you to drink all the milk. 

drop a line l'iet vai dong, a~ ];;ii lm nhan 
Drop me a line if vou miss me. 
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Dear Sir I Madam, 
My name is Johnson Smith and I am a local resident in this neighbourhood. Recently, 

I found that the streets near my house are so dirty, so I write this letter to you and hope 
that you could solve the problem as soon as possible. 

Recently, several homeless people have come to this community and they throw rub­ 
bish wherever they go. Therefore, the streets are in a mess, which makes the inhabitants 
around very uncomfortable. In fact, the waste in the streets stinks all day round and it 
makes air quality increasingly worse. Additionally, dustmen are supposed to clean the 
streets but they never show up. What is worse, someone even slipped and got injured 
due to the rubbish in the street. 

Thus, I suggest that your council take effective measures to solve the problem. Could 
you please enact strict regulations on the management of homeless people? Or could 
you send dustmen regularly to sweep the streets in the neighbourhood? Or maybe you 
have better ways to make the streets clean. 

Model Essay 

September 2007 General Training Task 1 Question 
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prompt . 11 nhanh chong, ngay 
They are usually fairly prompt in dealing with enquiries. 

dustman nguOi quet rac 
Dustmen keep the streets clean. 

homeless 1, khong nha vo gia c-r 
Accommodation needs to be found for thousands of homeless families. 

regulation quy dinh 
The correct procedure is laid down in the rules and regulations. 

enact t ban l anh thong qua 
A package of economic sanctions is to be enacted against the country. 

injured · r bi thuong 
Shi! was told to stay in bed to rest her injured back. 

additionally 1• them vao do, ngoat ra 
Additionally (= Also), we request a deposit of $200 in advance. 

be supposed to phat, c6 nhiern vu 
\Y/e are supposed to hand in the homework bv the end of this week. 

stink bee mui 
He had not washed for over a week and stank to h igh heaven (= greatly). 

inhabitant cu clan 
The city has inhabitants of 5 million. 

resident 1 ngu&i dan 
The local residents were angry at the lack of parking spaces. 

-185 words· 

I look forward t0 your prompt reply. 
Yours faithfully, 

flhMM7 (ilhnit/,, 
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---~-~ 

Could you please enact strict regulations on the management of homeless people? Or 
could you send dustmen regularly to sweep the streets in the neighbourhood? 

chU y hai cau sau trong bai van m~u: Ii l l 
Trong thu kien ngh], ngu:bi ta thucng dung Could you ... d~ dua ra mot ki~n ngh] ~ 
hay yeu d.u. Could you ... dien ta lai yeu d.u nhe nhang va lich su' hon Can you... ~ 
Vf du: ~ 
Could you please check your Lost and Found Department and see if my bag is there? I 

'1.~ ~------~---------------------------------..._-----~~----- ~ 

t each dien dat lm yeu du n1Qt each Itch Stf: Could you ... 
(; 

r. 
~ I 
~ 
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Dear Sir, 
I was shocked beyond description when I learned from ICS news that Pepsi Arena 

would be closed next month. Therefore, I am writing to express my thoughts. 
Personally, I strongly oppose this plan which is absolutely inconceivable and disap­ 

pointing. l have also talked with other neighbours who share the same opinion as me. 
Having been located in our community for almost ten years, Pepsi Arena is the 

most significant symbol and glory of our region, and also acts as the place for doing 
physical training as well as other recreational events for the local residents. Besides, 
it is the home field of our football team and always holds games on weekends, which 
has brought numerous splendid moments to the locals. As a result, the unthinkable 
consequences of closing it are huge. The residents would no longer have place for 
exercise; young people would no longer have place for entertainment; our community 
would no longer have any games. 

Model Essay 
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consequence hau qua 
~ Commerce is paralysed in consequence of a severe earthquake. 

~ 

Numerous attempts have been made Lo save the dam. 
rat r hj~u, dong dao numerous 

Shooting is regarded as a recreational activity now. 

symbol bi~u tugng 
The while colour is a symbol of purity. 

glory niem ti! hao: ve huy hcang' 'trani1 I~ 
After years of neglecting, the palace has been restored to its former glory. 

The speech was disappointing since it skirted round all the main questions. 

giai trl, tieu khien recreational 

gay that vong disappointing 

inconceivable ' 1 khong the tin noi khnng the tuong tuqng duqt 
Colour is inconceivable to people born blind. 

absolutely 1 hoau toan 
He is absolutely beyond suspicion. 

oppose phan doi 
Whatever argument he maintains, they arc certain to oppose. 

express the hen bay to 
Ile expressed himself clearly and forcibly. 

shock gay soc, gay chin dong 
The violence and bad language in the programme shocked many of the viewers. 

- 189 words - 

I hope that you will reconsider your plan seriously and make a win-win decision. 
Your prompt and favourable attention to my opinion would be highly appreciated. 

Yours faithfully, 

A~W~ 
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Dear Jackie, 
I am more than excited to know that you are going to spend your holiday visiting 

Hoi An Ancient Town - one of the most peaceful towns in Vietnam. I am writing to 
tell you the most suitable season for touring Hoi An as well as give you a list of main 
tourist attractions in the town and some useful information about accommodation. 

First of all, it would be a great idea to visit Hoi An in spring if you plan to enjoy the 
best season of the year. Indeed, there are a number of multicultural festivals lasting from 
early spring until the end of the second month of lunar calendar, so you will have many 
options to choose from to arrange an ideal timetable for your sightseeing. 

As to some must-see attractions, various kinds of ancient houses in Hoi An are 
undoubtedly the first choice for those who are keen on age-old architectural styles like 
you. In 1999, Hoi An was designated the UNESCO World Heritage Site, so I hope you 
will enjoy your time in this very unique living museum of oriental houses and lifestyle. 
Also, your next destination should be the Museum of Trade Ceramics, which is a lively 

Model Essay 

, 

General Training Task 1 Question March 2007 
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finalise hoan t<lt 
Asurvey needs to be conducted, and every detail needs to be finalised. 

delicate , tinh te; mong manh 
We need to protect the delicate ecological balance of the rainforest. 

picturesque , dep de; g·n 51 l119ng manh 
This town ism the centre of South Greenland, with 3,200 inhabitants living in a 
picturesque and beautifully situated town. 

oriental 1• (lhulici plllmng Dong 
The house is arranged in an oriental style combining authentic charm with great 
comfort. 

Simplifying this process will undoubtedly lead to more online sales. 
ro rang, chae ch~n undoubtedly 

timetable thc'ti gian b1eu 
A clear timetable i" necessary to ensure that the programme is implemented within a 
reasonable period of time. 

Having a multicultural society means that there are more interesting things to 
experience. 

da van Ma multi cultural 

tourist attraction dia diem du lich 
There are many places or tourist attraction in and around the hotel. 

- 317 words - 

description of the history of Hoi An. Finally, it is a big mistake of you to come to Hoi 
An without visiting the picturesque Japanese Bridge. In spite of its name, the bridge, 
which was built by Japanese traders in the seventeenth century, carries delicate traits of 

ancient Vietnamese architecture. 
Anyway, before you leave for Hoi An, I suggest you reserve your hotel room in 

advance via the Internet to save up to 50% of the expense as well as guarantee you a 
place in festival seasons. 

As soon as you have finalised your travel plan, please give me a call and allow me to 
pick you up at Da Nang Airport. 

Cheers, 

;}(u~ 
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Dear Tom, 
I am so glad to know that you will be coming to Da Nang for a visit. Four years after 

graduation, we will finally have the chance to meet again! How have you been all these 
years? Still single, I guess? 

You mentioned that you would like me to help you find a hotel. Actually, you can 
stay with us because we have a spare room and you know my wife and my son are both 
looking forward to meeting you! 

As to the places worth visiting, I think Hoi An Ancient Town is a must for all visitors 
to Da Nang. In Hoi An, you will have a chance of seeing one of the most prosperous 
trading ports of Vietnam in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries. For the next days of 
your journey, I suggest you visit the Marble Mountains with arrays of wonderful caves 
and pagodas. In addition, the 400-year-old Non Nuoc Arts Village, where you can buy 
marble handicrafts as souvenirs, certainly deserves your time of visiting. 

Finally, a kind reminder - as the weather in Da Nang is getting colder, you had 
better bring more clothes with you. Don't forget your camera either. 
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l Chu y cau sau trong bai van m~u: r l For the next days of your journey, I suggest you visit the Marble Mountains with .f 
arrays of wonderfu I caves and pagodas. 

Khi dung suggest d~ dien dat IO'i d~ nghi, nguoi ta thtrong sU' dung hlnh thirc gia ~ 
dinh should do sth trong menh a@ phu theo Sau suggest (should c6 th~ duce hroc \· 
bo). Vi du: i 
The doctor suggested that I (should) come again the next day. ' 

v . E 
b>..i~- .,._ -~~ ... - .. "Ill'--".,,... ,. ,,.,,.. ~~~~.,_.,.............,.,......~ 

each dien dat !bi ae ngh]: l suggest (that) ... 

pick (sb)up cuu \aD; don (ail 
The crew of the sinking tanker was picked up by helicopter. 

reminder Im nbac nM 
If he forgot to pay his rent, his Landlady would send him a reminder. 

array , loat, rlay 
I'herc was a splendid array of food on the table. 

deserve dang, ximg dang 
You deserve my special thanks. 

look forward to nong ng6ng 
They look forward to hosting the Olympic Garnes in 2012. 

prosperous l sdm uat, thinh vuong 
In a prosperous country like this, everything is possible. 

spare 1 ithcri gian) ranh du 
Could I have a word with you when you have got a spare moment? 

'.K~y Vocabulary" 

- 217 words - 

Let me know your flight number so that I can pick you up at the airport. 

Best wishes, 
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Dear Peter, 
I am so happy to learn that you are coming to Sydney for the coming holiday. Four 

years after graduation, we will finally have the chance to meet! However, I regret to 
tell you that I will not be able to stay with you while you are here. 

The reason is that recently I have been promoted to the position of regional man­ 
ager. Good news, isn't it? But it also means that I will be relocated to our regional 
headquarters in Hong Kong. I am scheduled to leave for Hong Kong on Feb. 10, the 
second day of your visit, so I'm afraid the only day we can meet is the 9'h when you 
arnve. 

I don't want this to ruin your holiday, so I have made an alternative plan. I have 
made a reservation for you in a Youth Hostel near where I live. The price is reason­ 
able and the service is good. Also, a friend of mine will be with you if you need any 
help. He is a local Australian and used to work as a tourist guide. I am sure you will 
have a wonderful time travelling with him. 

Model Essay 

General Training Task 1 Question July zoos 



229 www.nbantriviet.corn 

--~- ~ ---- =-..-:------ - _-"".: -- ...-- ----- 
I regret to inform you that due to limited funds, we have to put off the project until 
early next year. 

Ban cung co the thay tell bang inform, vi du: 

Khi viet thu xin 16i, b<P1 c6 the dung dong tCr regret de bi~u th] y cam thay hO'i tiec I lay 
tam titc vL Vf du: 
I regret to tell you that I cannot accept your invitation as I am going on a business trip. 

I regret to tell you that ... 

reservation '1 SI! dM chO tru&t· 
You should make a reservation earlier as the peak tourist season is coming. 

be scheduled tO thl'Q'C len ke hoaeh, dttQ'C sfip Xep 
The plane ii) scheduled to arrive in about 20 minutes' time. 

relocate chuyl\11~ di ('huyen 
Multinational companies often relocate their resources to places where labour cost 
is low. 

promote thang t1en, de bat 
If I am not promoted within the next two years, I am going to change jobs. 

regret h6i tiec, lay lam tlec 
Is there anything you have done in your life that you regret? 

- 201 words· 

See you soon! 
Best wishes, 

{/fl(ifiJ1 
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Dear Lily, 
I am writing to ask for your help to take care of my kid - Tony, when I am on a 

business trip from next Monday to next Friday. 
As you know, Tony has a fever for ail sweet food, especially ice cream. But he is 

allowed to have it only once every two weeks because he has already got two bad teeth. 
Therefore, the whole next week he would have no chance to access sweets. Please show 
your mercy by being tough since he is very good at begging. Besides, he hates fruits but 
he is really into fruit juice. I would appreciate it very much if you can make one cup of 
juice every day for him. By the way, I would buy those he likes and take them to your 
place later this weekend. Except for the above two things, Tony is a cute company and 
an easy-to-please boy that will bring you little trouble. 

Plus, he enjoys playing basketball very much, and I have noticed the basket in your 
backyard. That would be his playground where he can hang around after school. He 
sometimes would bring some other kids and play group basketball game. So make some 
rules when I am away. One-hour physical practice is adequate for a 7-year-old boy, or 
he would make trouble in having a sound sleep at night by being too excited. 
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hang around quanh qua11 

1 de chieu chuong, de Jam vui long easy-to-please 

She shall never tire of her dog's company. 
ban be: str bau ban company 

The family deeply appreciates his good wishes and congratulations. 
) earn ktch appreciate 

beg nan ni; an xin 
In those years they were forced to beg for a living. 

fiilll!mlmJI~~~ ""'~,~~~~·~~c.A...-1 
}1 mercy long 111an tu 

~ 

f 
~ ;;;~~~~,~~:;~;~;;;;;;h~:~ :::ssiag adequate evidence. J~ 
~ • ......-~~--r.,......,,.,.,,,-v·,~,-y;~""'-'-Y-~.....-~-.Y-r~-vr"~.7-~,"VL 

- 25.9 words - 

Mandy 

I will pick him up on Friday next week. I'll give you a call right after my landing off. 
Thanks a lot for your help. 

Love, 



233 
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Dear Mr. Franklin, 
I am sorry to inform you that due to some personal reasons I have to move out and 

quit the renting contract with you. 
Above all, I sincerely appreciate your help during my stay. Indeed, since I first 

moved to your flat, you have provided me with the comfortable furniture as well as 
pleasing indoor decoration, which helps me to ease the pressure in my arduous work 
and study. I am also grateful that you regularly visited me and took good care of me 
when I was sick. 

The main reason I have to move out is that the job opportunity a multinational 
company offered me in a metropolis is so attractive that I decided to start my new 
career life there. Moreover, I like the fast pace of life in the big city. 

Accidentally, one of my best friends, who is working as a journalist, is seeking a flat 
currently. If you want to continue leasing your flat, she would probably be an appropri­ 
ate choice for you because of her favourable personality and simple lifestyle. Please let 
me know your idea if possible. 
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metropolis, ' tlnl phu, thu do 
Soon afterwards he left to begin his career in the metropolis. 

He experienced an arduous journey three years ago. 

• 

accidentally ' ' vu tinh, tinh cl>' 
I accidentally knocked a glass over 

journalist , nha Mo 
He is a freelance political journalist. 

lease · J cho thu~ ~ 
It was agreed they wou Id lease him the flat. ~ 

favourable '11 rat tot: de chin: tfch Cl~C ~ 

She made a very favourable impression on us, ~ 

inconvenience 1 • sir bal tien J 
We apologise for any inconveruence caused by the late arrival of the train. 

~,,......,..., .. ....,.,."""'""' ..... ~~~~~ ~~ _,-o--... ~x...1.~;ic 

gtan khO arduous 

quit , tu bo nit lu' 
Would you quit your job if you inherited lots of money? 

appreciate cam kich 
We really appreciate all the help you gave us last weekend. 

- 202 words - 

I am so sorry for the inconvenience my leaving could cause. 
Yours sincerely, 

!!7o:n ~l?fflOfb 
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Genetic research has come a long way in recent years. Indeed, it is reported that 
scientists in Beijing have recently cloned a cow. 

Ban cung c6 tM dung in fact thay cho indeed. Vf du: 
There appears to be a growing interest in the Asian market. In fact, more and more 
foreign-owned companies are setting up business in countries such as Vietnam. 

Indeed, since I first moved to your flat, you have provided me with the comfortable 
furniture as well as pleasing indoor decoration. 
Indeed diroc dung d¬  trinh bay y can attQ'c nhan m1;111h, vf du: 

Chu y cau sau trong bru van m§u: 

f each dung tir indeed a€ nha'.n manh: 

J 
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Dear Mr. Smith, 
On behalf of Sunshine Youth Club, I am writing to invite you to make a speech at 

our annual charity donation meeting. 
Sunshine Youth Club is an organisation established with the aim to guide and 

educate the youngsters so that they can lead a healthy lifestyle. Indeed, instead of 
offering entertainment alone, our club holds, every now and then, a variety of social 
activities, including raising money for the disabled and the poor. 

Having an international reputation and a positive impression among the young, 
you are the ideal person to encourage young people to donate what they can afford to 
charity. In fact, we get the information from the press that you have donated millions 
of dollars to help the impoverished people in Africa· and Southern Asia. 

The meeting will be held next Monday afternoon on July 4, and we will make 
arrangements to have you picked up at your residence around noon. Your speech is 
scheduled at 1:30 p.m. for about half an hour. After your speech, we will start the 
donation process. 
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each dien dat Joi yeu du mc)t each lich su: We would be grateful if you could ... 

Khi vie't thir yeu cau ngi.tcri nae 06 lam vi~c gt cho minh, ban c6 th€ dung ca'u true 
II We would be grateful if you could ... ca'u true nay di~n ta loi yeu c~u nhe nhang 
va lich st,t hem Can you ... ?. Vf du: 
I would be grateful if you could provide me with the necessary information. 
I would be more than grateful if you could help me om of this difficult situation. 

:: Practical: Sen iehc~hBat rerris··; 
- . . - ·.·.. -~ ~ ·-· - • - ••.. i. ~ ~ •• _.; 

deliver 1 phat bieu 
The priest delivered a passionate sermon against war. 

ideal 1i 1 ly tuong 
The television also comes in a compact 36cm screen size, ideal for bedroom or 
kitchen use. 

disabled 11 khuyet tat 
It is often very difficult for the disabled to find jobs. 

reputation danh ti~ng, tieng tam 
Ilis reputation was destroyed when he was caught stealing some money. 

donation SlJ quyen g6p: tien quyen gop 
I would like to make a small donation in my mother's name. 

charity long tu thien, vi~c tU thien hol tu thi~n 
They did a charity performance on the first night to raise money for AIDS research. 

-204 words· 

We would be more than excited and grateful if you could take your time off to 
deliver a speech to our youth club. 

Yours sincerely, 

J;,~ ~du-w~ 
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Dear Sir I Madam, 
I am writing in response to the advertisement your company placed in the local 

newspaper for a language training trip overseas. In fact, it is a unique opportunity and 
an efficient means for me to enhance my language ability beyond the boundary of my 
own country. 

Although the cost of the training is relatively high for me, I suppose that there are 
enormous benefits of participating in this trip. As I am working for a multinational 
corporation, the ability to communicate effectively in a foreign language is a major 
concern of the job. Therefore, I would like to make full use of my paid vacation to 
further my language learning. Additionally, by means of this trip, I can develop my own 
method of studying language as well as the skills of independent learning. What is more, 
travelling to several places will surely broaden my horizons when I come into contact 
with exotic scenery and local customs. 

However, whether I could be involved in this training programme is determined by 
the selection procedure of your organisation. By and large, I am convinced that I am 
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qualified , dt.i dieu kien 

By and large, the play was a success. 
by and large no' chung 

Additionally, we can get huge recreations online by chatting, playing games. or 
delivering e-mail. 

With access to the Internet, we can search for desired information at any moment. 
additionally ( :1"' ngoai ra, them vao do 

than one month. 

:xn.~x«~~»:xxx:ia~"lCOCY'JOl'.Jt;;;~r.xxx:~:xx~ 

vacation , ky nght ~ 
IIe is currently on summer vacation and will be beginning the twelfth grade in less I·~ 

~ 
~ 

~ 
§ 

~ 
People under 16 are not qualified for this competition. !<i!~ 

academically vi Ve mat ly thuyet/hQC thu~t . 
It is not academically honest to cite these journal articles when you <lid not use them. ~ 

I x 
~.;e:e.xxxx.1(~..:tX!i:XX.1CIC'J'~x:~:11::ioei0ooc-OOOo"4,.~'lOOC<1."'.lOO!ix:ior~l$ 

- 239 words - 

fully qualified to be a member of this language training trip, both academically and 
financially. Therefore, I would appreciate it very much if your organisation could take 
my case into careful consideration for this programme. 

I look forward to receiving a favourable reply at your earliest convenience. 
Yours fai th£ull y, 

7/)N?~ #11m:i11 
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Dear Sir, 
I am writing to you in the hope that I may obtain information about accommodation 

in London. 
I am going to study at London University for my Master's degree next month and 

will therefore stay in the city for one year. Since my wife will come with me, the accom­ 
modation that London University has offered me might not be suited. 

We are seeking accommodation that is just a short bus ride away from London 
University or even within walking distance, and is situated in areas where there is a 
relatively good supply of living goods. Besides, our ideal apartment might include a bed, 
wardrobe, study desk and lamp, dining table, and telephone. In particular, we need a 
kitchen which is fully equipped with a refrigerator, microwave oven, cook top, kettle, 
toaster, and cooking and dining utensils. 

I will arrive in London at the end of this month, so I would be much obliged to you 
if you could recommend several accommodations I am looking for. 

Your prompt and favourable attention to my inquiry would be highly appreciated. 
Yours faithfully, 

&aduJ !Jl,,r,uo; 
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be obliged to biet on 
I should be obliged to you for your assistance in this matter. 

equip , trang bi 
Ile wanted Lo equip his son to have a broad outlook on world affairs. 

The earthquake was relatively shallow. 
tuong dOi relatively , 

situate d~t (toa nha, b~nh vien, tnreng hoc . 1 & vi t1i I d!a di~m nao do 
They are trying In decide where to situate the hospital. 

seek ttm kiem 
She seeks an interview with the minister. 

accommodation cho Ci 
These travelling students found accommodation at moderate terms. 

obtain d~t duor, gianh dUQ·c, co duQt 
He failed to obtain a scholarship. 
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More and more students choose to go to another country for their higher education. Do 
you think the benefits outweigh the problems associated with it? 

09.03.14 

L 

Some people think museums should be enjoyable places to attract and entertain young 
! 09.04.30 people. Others think the purpose of museums is to educate, not tO entertam. Discuss 

both views and give your own opinion. 

Some people believe that all the children in school are required to learn at least one 
foreign language. However, others say that those who are not talented do not have to 
learn. What is your opinion? 

09.06.20 

The subjects and lesson contents are decided by the authorities such as the govermnent. 
Some people argue that teachers should make the choice. To what extent do you agree 
or disagree? 

09.08.13 

In some countries, some high school leavers are choosing to work or travel for a period 
of time before going to university. Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of those 
school leavers' decision. Give your own opinion and reasons using your own experience. 

09.09.26 

or cm lo 111t'11t: Other Some fiCOHIC thinkunivc ~i~ educati n hould 0P.fCP.<ire ·tudcn~ 

1. Education 
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Schools should teach children academic subjects which will be beneficial to their future 
08.05.22 careers. Therefore, other subjects such as music and sports are not important. To what 

extent do you agree or disagree with this opinion? 

Some people say that children should obey the rules of their parents and teachers, while 
08.06.21 other people think children will not be well prepared for their adult life if they are given 

too much control. Discuss both sides and give your opinion. 

Some teachers think it is effective for students to study in a group, while others think it 
08.08.30 is better to study alone. Wh1t are the benefits of each way and which one do you think 

is more effective? 

Poor students or students who come from rural areas often find it is difficult to have 
08.09.27 access to university education. People think universities should make it easier for them 

to study at. To what extent do you agree or disagree? 

Memorisation of information by frequent repetition (rote learning) plays a role in many 
education systems. Does the usefulness of this method outweigh the limitations? 08.12.06 

r 
Students at schools and universities learn far more from lessons with teachers than 
from other sources (such as the Internet, television). To what extent do you agree or 
disagree? 

09.01.15 
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Higher education can be funded in several ways including the following three: 
I. All costs arc paid by the government. 
2. All costs arc paid by the student, 
3. All costs are paid by the student using loans from the government that must be repaid 

after graduation. 
Discuss the benefits of each option. Which is the best one? 

07.09.22 

Some people think it is better for children to begin to learn a foreign language at primary 
school than at secondary school. What is your opinion? Do you think the advantages 
outweigh the disadvantages? 

07.10.20 

In countries where there is a high rate of unemployment, most pupils should be offered 
only primary education. There is no point in offering secondary education to those 
who have no hope of finding a job. To what extent do you agree or disagree with this 
statement? 

08.01.26 

School teachers used co be the source of information. However, some people argue 
that teachers are not as important as before because there is an increasing variety of 
information resources, What is your opinion? 

08.04.24 

rat ing tele\1~1011. 
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Some people think governments should introduce new technology to improve people's 
09.11.19 life, while others think free education is the better choice. Discuss both views and give 

your own opmton. 

2. Science and Technology 

Some people think that universities should provide graduates with the knowledge l 
and skills needed in the workplace in the future. Others think the true function of a 

11 
university is to provide access to knowledge for its own sake. What do you think arc the 
main functions of a university? ] 

07.01.13 

Some people believe that some unpaid community service should be a compulsory part 
of high school programmes (e.g. workmg in a charity, improving the relationship of 
neighbourhood or teaching sports to children). To what extent do you agree or disagree? I 

07.05.12 

In some countries, secondary schools aim to provide a general education across a range 
of subjects. In others, children focus on n narrow range of subjects related to a particular 
career. For today's world, which system is appropriate? 

07.07.07 

Some people think that studying in a colJege or university is the best way for students 
to prepare for their future career. But others think they should leave school as soon as 
possible to develop their career through work experience, Discuss both these views and 
give your own opinion. 

07.09.01 
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.. 

People can perform everyday tasks, such as shopping and banking as well as business 
07 .03.31 transactions, without meeting other people face to face. What are the effects of this on 

an individual and the society as a whole? 

It is known to all that the technological and scientific advances have made grear changes 
to the range and quality or our food. Some people regard it as an improvement, while 
others believe that the change is harmful. Discuss both these views and give your own 
opinion. 

Some people support the development in agriculture such as farming industry and the 
scientific creation of new types of fruit and vegetables. Others oppose this development. 
Discuss both views and state your opinion. 

t 

07.08.11 

08.07.12 

Some people think that the range of technology available to individuals increases the gap 
between rich people and poor people. but other people believe it has opposite effects. 
Discuss both sides and give your own opinion. 

09.01.10 

Nowadays, technology developments are causing environmental problems. Many 
people think that we should live a simpler life, while others believe that technology can I 
solve environmental problems. Discuss both views and give your own opinion. 

09.02.12 
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Many people think it is very important to protect the environment, but they make no 
effort to do it themselves. Why does it happen? How can we solve this problem? 

08.09.13 

Fossil fuels, such as coal, oil and natural gas, are used in many countnes, but in some 
countries, the use of alternative sources of energy, including wind and solar power. arc 
encouraged. Is this trend a positive or negative development? 

09.05.30 

In the past, people used to travel to see the difference from their home country. 
However, the sceneries in places around the world seem similar nowadays. What are 
the causes of these similarities? Do you think that the advantages of these similarities 
outweigh the disadvantages? 

09.08.29 

The environmental problems facing today's world arc so great that there is little ordinary ! 
people can do to improve the situation. Governments and large companies should be 
responsible for reducing the amount of damage being done to the environment, To 
what extent do you agree or disagree? 

09.10.31 

3. Environmental Resources (including Animals and Plants) 

With the increase in the use of mobile phones and computers, fewer people are writing 
letters. Some people think that the traditional skill of writing letters will disappear 
completely. To what extent do you agree or disagree? How important do you think is 
letter writing? 

07.03.10 
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Money for postgraduate research is limited. Therefore, some people think financial 
09.07.04 support from governments should be only provided for scientific research rather than 

research for less useful subjects. Do you agree or disagree? 

4. Government 

Individuals can do nothing to improve the environment. Only governments and large 
companies can make a difference. To what extent do you agree or disagree with this 
opinion? 

07.02.03 

Many species of plants and animals ate dying out. What arc the causes of this trend? 
I low can we prevent it? 07.12.13 

One Jong-distance flight consumes fuel which a car uses in several years' time, but they 
cause the same amount of pollution. So some people think that we should discourage 
non-essential flights, such as tourist travel, rather than to limit the use of cars. To what 
extent do you agree or disagree with this view? 

08.04.05 
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News media is more influential nowadays. Some people think it is a negative 
development. To what extent do you agree or disagree? 09.08.22 

5. Media I Advertisement 

Some people think that the government should provide assistance to all kinds of artists, 
including painters, musicians, poets, etc. However, other people think that is a waste of 
money. Discuss both views and give your opinion. 

07.03.22 

The government should pay for the course fees for everyone who wants to study at the j 
university. To what extent do you agree or disagree? 07.J 1.03 

As the number of cars increases, more money has to be spent 011 road systems. Some 
people think the government should pay for this. Others, however, think that the user 
should pay for the cost. Discuss both these views and give your own opinion. 

08.03.08 

Rich countries often give financial aid to poor countries, but it does not solve the poverty 
problem. So rich countries should give other types of help to the poor countries rather 
than financial aid. To what extent do you agree or disagree? 

I 09.02.07 
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Consumers arc faced with increasing numbers of advertisements from competing 
compa111cs. To what extent do you think are consumers influenced by advertisements? 
What measures can be taken to protect them? 

07.04.21 

People arc getting used to seeing images of disasters and violence shown on TV news 
programmes. Why is this? What are the effects of this on individuals and the society? 

07.12.15 

Detailed description of crimes on newspaper and TV has bad consequences on society. 
This kind of information should be restricted on media. To what extent do you agree 
or disagree with this statement? 

08.08.16 



253 www.nhantriviet.com 

The older generations have very traditional ideas about the correct ways of lite, thinking 
and behaviour. However, some people think that these ideas arc not helpful for the 
young generation to prepare for modern life. To what extent do you agree or disagree 
with this opinion? 

08.01.19 

Some people think that in modem society. individuals are more independent of each 
other, while others think individuals arc becoming more dependent on each other. 
Discuss both views and give your own opinion. 

08.07.24 

Fashion becomes more and more important in our choice of clothes. Why? Do you 
think it is a positive or negative development? 08.11.08 

Caring for children is probably the most important thing of the society. It is suggested 
that all mothers and fathers should be required to take the childcare training courses. 
To what extent do you agree or disagree with the statement? 

09.09.12 

Some people tend to take contemporary jobs, for they have the time to do other things 
they are interested in. Do the advantages outweigh the disadvantages? 09.12.03 

6. Work and Life 
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As we are facing more and more problems which affect the whole planet, good 
07.07.21 relationships between different countries arc becoming more important than ever 

before. To what extent do you agree or disagree? 

In some countries, it is now possible for people to buy a wide variety of foods transported 
08.02.23 from all over the world. To what extent do the benefits of this development outweigh 

the drawbacks? 

Some people think that international travel makes people prejudiced rather than broad- 
08.08.21 minded. Give the reasons why people fail to benefit from such travel. I low can they 

improve the understanding of the culture of the countries they visit? 

As global trade increases, many goods, especially some daily articles, have to be 
08.12.04 transported a long distance. To what extend do you think its benefits outweigh its 

drawbacks? 

7. Globalisation 

The world of work is changing rapidly. Working conditions today are not the same as I 
before, and people no longer rely on taking one job for life. Discuss the possible causes 
of these changes and give your suggestions on how people should prepare for work in 
the future. 

07.01.06 
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Some people think the best way of reducing crime is to give longer prison sentences, 
Others. however. think there are other better ways co reduce crime. Discuss both views 
and give your own opinion. 

08.01.12 

Society is based on rules and laws. It could not function if individuals were free to do 
whatever they want. To what extent do you agree or disagree? 08.10.11 

Some people think that all the lawbreakers should be sent to jail, while others believe 
that they should also be made to do some work or learn some skills in the community. 
What is your opinion? 

09.09.17 

Crime is a problem all over the world, and there is nothing that can be done to prevent 
it. To what extent do you agree or disagree? 09.12.19 

8. Law and Crime 

In many countries. traditional foods are being replaced by international fast foods. This 
07.06.16 is having a negative effect on both families and societies. To what extent do you agree 

or disagree? 

... 
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• 

The unlimited use of cars may cause many problems. What arc those problems? In 
order to reduce the problems, should we discourage people from dnving cars? 

07.09.08 

Figures show that 111 some countries there is an ever-increasing proportion of the 
population who are aged 15 or younger. What do you think the current and future 
effects of this may be for those countries? 

08.04.19 

Nowadays, many charities and organisations publicise their activities by giving names 
to a particular day such as National Children's Day and National Non-smoking Day. 
Why do they do so? What effects will these special days have? 

08.12.20 

Many people are optimistic about the 21st century and see it as an opportunity to make 
09.07.23 positive changes ro the world. To what extent do you agree or disagree with their 

optimism? What changes would you like to see in the new century? 

Individuals and individual countries cannot help everyone who needs help in the world, 
09. I 1.21 so we should be only concerned about our own communities and countries. To what 

extent do you agree or disagree? 

What cltlcts cl e · the 
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\ 
Some people think competitive sport is important for a child's education. 
Others think it has negative effects on children. Discuss both the views and 
give your own opimon. 

' 
You organised for a relative a 90'h birthday parry in a hotel, and many elderly 
guests attended this party which ii> of great success. Write a letter to thank the 
hotel manager. Jn your letter, you should: 
1. give the details of the party 
2. give the reason why the party was so successful 
3. mention a staff member who helped you a Joe 

iL5 disadv:mtag~s? 

, 

' 

The young people nowadays are not as polite as they were: before. 
Analyse the reasons and give your suggestions. 

Write a letter to a furniture company from which you just bought a piece of 
furniture, but found some problems after the mail arrived. In your letter, you 
should: 
1. describe the condition of the furniture 
2. explain the problems 
3. give the expected solution from the company 

258 

Task2 

09.02.21 

Task2 

09.01.17 

Task 1 
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Nowadays. an increasing number of countries are confronted with the 
Task 2 disappearance of cooking skills. What is the situation like in your country? Do 

you agree that the young children should be taught home cooking in school? 

09.04.18 

Your friend who is going to further her study abroad is hesitant to choose the 
major between business management and music. Write a letter to offer some 
suggestions. In your letter, you should: 
1. explain how you feel when you receive her letter 
2. explain the benefits of both subjects 
3. give your suggestion 

Task 1 

Task 2 In many countries, the cost of air travel is dropping. Do you think it is a posi­ 
tive or negative development? 

09.03.07 

You heard that there 15 a group of people doing unpaid work helping old 
people in the local community. Write a Jetter to the group. In your letter, you 
should: 
1. say how you heard about the group 
2. confirm the importance of their work 
3. give details of what you can do to help 

Task l 



www.nhantriviet.com 260 

In modern society, many people think that primary schools should teach I 
science and technology rather than history and geography, which are useless j 
and boring. Do you agree or disagree with this statement? 

Task2 

You heard that a sports centre would be closed. Write a letter to the manager. 
In your letter. you should: 

Task 1 I. tell how you heard about the news 
2. say what your opinion is about this 

09.06.27 3. explain how it impacts on your life 

09.05.30 

Some people point om that there will be less international travel in the future. 
Is this a positive or negative development? Task2 

You read Jn advertisement in a newspaper looking for people who would 
like to take care of the old in a nursing house, and you are interested in this 
position. Write a letter to the editor of the newspaper. In your letter, you 
should: 
l. say why you are interested in this position 
2. tell what relevant skills you have 
3. give information on bow and when you can start to work 

Task J 
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Fast food is becoming one part of people's daily life everywhere, and this 
has had negative effects on our lifestyles and diet. Do you agree with this 
statement? 

Task2 

09.08.08 

A public event will be held in your community, and you think your friend 
will be interested in it. Write a letter to your friend. In your letter, you 
should: 
1. introduce the event 
2. explain why you think your friend will be interested in it 
3. say when and where to meet each other when attending this event 

Task 1 

IX'opk think livi1ig~i 
4..rl..l' 

nnh,1pr.y. whil{ 

Task 2 People cam more money than before, so they tend to spend more on various 
kinds of shopping. Do you think it is a positive or negative development? 

09.07.11 

You will go to London soon to stay there for one year. Write a letter to an I 
agency to get information about accommodation. In your letter, you should 
say: 
L. why you are going to London 
2. what kind of accommodation you want 
3. when you will arrive 

Task 1 
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Many people think the professional sportsmen/sportswomen's behaviours on 
Task 2 or off the field are not important as long as they are good players. To what 

extent do you agree or disagree with it? 

09.10.24 

One of your foreign friends will move to work in the place near your home 
and would like to travel around near there at the weekend. Write a letter to 
your friend. In your letter, you should: 
1. introduce a town near your home to your friend 
2. recommend the scenery spots and the transport in the town 
3. invite your friend to your home 

Task 1 

The parents of one of your friends are coming to your city for a visit. Write a 
letter to your friend. In the letter, you should; 

Task 1 1. introduce the scenery spots 
2. recommend them where to live 

09.09.26 3. invite them to join in an activity 

Computers arc increasingly popular these days, Many people think that the 
Task 2 advantages the computer has brought outweigh the disadvantages. What is 

your opinion? Give your reasons in your own experience. 

during swdying. 
advantages 01 disadvanta res? 
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Nowadays, some people are changing their way oflook through hair colour, 
Task 2 clothes, cosmetics, and even plastic operation. What are the reasons? Is this a 

good thing? 

You are going to visit an English-speaking country. Write a letter to a friend 
there. In your letter, you should write information including: 

Task l I. what places you would like to visit 
2. questions about accommodation 

09.12.05 3. an activity that you can do together 

Some items were 

Some parents believe that children's leisure activities should always be 
educational, while others believe that we should not put pressure on 
children. Discuss both views and give your own opinion. 

You are going to hold a party, and your friend has lent you something, but 
you broke it. Write a letter to your friend. In your letter. you should: 

Task 1 1. apologise to your friend 
2. explain what happened 

09.11.07 3. tell your friend what you will do to replace it 
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