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About the Book

High-scoring IELTS Writing Model Answers (based on past papers) has the follow-

ing important features:

1. Selected IELTS actual tests
This book has 79 test questions in total, carefully selected from nearly 100 actual

test questions to represent test trends and the accurate level of difficulty in recent years.
The selected questions cover all topic areas of the IELTS Writing Module. In respect
of argumentative essays, for instance, this book includes a wide variety of topics such as
culture, education, science and technology, social issues, and environment. As for Academic
graph essays, samples of each type are provided with full guidance of graph reading and
language use. For General Training letters, readers can find a wide range of samples, from
formal letters of complaint/suggestion to informal letters of friendship.

2. Model essays from experienced teachers

All model essays in this book were written by our most experienced teachers, who
have been teaching and researching IELTS for years. For the benefits of students, all these
essays employ simple language and familiar structures so that they could really serve as
models for the common candidates. However, most of these essays — varying between 200
and 300 words in length — are compendious and meet the highest requirements of the test
in terms of both language and idea development. Considering rating standards, they all
meet the highest band scores.

3. Strategy transfer

The appendices list all IELTS Writing test questions from 2007 to 2009 according
to topic areas. The IELTS Writing task strategies are largely determined by the topics;
once you have a good grasp of a certain type of topic and know how to develop your

arguments, you can tackle similar questions of the same topic. It is recommended that
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students pick up additional test questions and try to apply what they find useful and
interesting from the 79 model essays. In this way, they can actively apply the vocabulary,
structures and the development of ideas shown in those model essays and firmly make
them become part of their language competency.

4. Practical sentence structures

Following each model essay, there is an explanation of selected vocabulary and struc-
tures. The items chosen to be explained are not necessarily “new” or “difficult”; instead,
these are considered to be practical and most effective in tackling specific IELTS Writing
tasks. Many candidates blame their poor vocabulary for difficulty in improving their writ-
ing results. However, that is only part of the problem: what the IELTS Writing test aims
to test you is not “how many words you know” but “how well you can use the words
you already know”. Therefore, in this section, there are some words that look simple, yet
we recommend that you study the explanation carefully and read examples to thoroughly
understand their usage. You will find that knowing how to use words effectively in context
is one of the best ways to enhance your writing ability in general and IELTS Writing in
particular.

It is our hope that High-scoring IELTS Writing Model Answers (based on past papers)

will be your great help to achieve your objective score in the shortest time possible.
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Academic Task 2 Question september 2007

WRITING TASK 2
You should spend about 40 minutes on this task.
Write about the following topic:

The unlimited use of cars may cause many problems. What are those problems?
In order to reduce the problems, should we discourage people to use cars?

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own
knowledge or experience.

Write at least 250 words.

Model Essay

Having a car has become an essential part of many people’s lives. It offers flexibility
to their life and work, and also provides ready access to a variety of services and leisure
options. However, a range of problems have been identified and need to be addressed.

The problems associated with frequent car use are becoming increasingly familiar to
the general public. The widespread use of cars has real environmental costs. Vehicles
are major sources of urban air pollution and greenhouse gas emissions. It is reported
that road traffic is the source of one third of all harmful air pollution in the world. Car
exhaust contributes to acid rain, carbon dioxide and lead, which cause global warming
and damage human health. Traffic jam is another problem. As more and more people
drive to work rather than walk, cycle or take public transport, there are heavy traffic
jams almost every day at rush hours. The most serious problem, however, is safety. Car
accidents cause huge numbers of casualties every year.

To solve these problems, some people suggest that the government should impose a
strict restriction on the use of cars, but I do not think this is the best option, because this
would lead to reduced mobility for people and a decline in the car industry. I think a
better solution would be for car manufacturers to design more environmentally friendly
cars, which run on solar power or hydrogen. Also, traffic problems can be alleviated by
building more underground tunnels and parking garages, and safety problems can be
avoided by educating drivers as well as pedestrians to use greater caution on the road.

¥
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So, in conclusion, I think that while discouraging the car use might seem a quick
solution to many problems currently facing the society, it is most unlikely to be a per-
manent cure.

- 303 words -

Key Vocabulary §
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General Training Task 2 Question March 2006

-
WRITING TASK 2

You should spend about 40 minutes-on this task.
Write about the following topic:
People generally know that the environment is important. However, most

individuals still don't take respensibility to protect the environment. Why is
this? What should be done to encourage peaple to protect the environment?

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own
knowledge or experience.

Write art least 250 words.

Model Essay

Humans have been damaging the environment ever since we realised our powers
to harness nature. Global warming and air pollution are now frequent headlines on TV
and in the newspapers all over the world, which keep reminding us of our obligation
to protect the environment. However, few actions are actually being taken at the
individual level, and I think there are two major reasons why people are being so
indifferent.

The first reason is that many people consider the environmental problems as a fu-
ture concern. Environmental reports often warn us of the dire consequences of climate
change or energy crisis 100 or 200 years later. As a result, many people feel that money
and time are better spent on solving more immediate problems such as housing shortage
and traffic congestion than on preventing a disaster that is only predicted to happen
in the future. Also, people feel that the environmental problems are too complex for
individual people to cope with. Indeed, a combination of factors causes environmental
problems, many of which are impossible to be controlled through individual actions.

The above attitudes are understandable but are obviously mistaken, so the govern-
ment needs to take proactive measures to make people more environmentally responsible.
They can make more public service advertisements to encourage people to consume
more green products instead of disposable goods that are harmful to the environment.

L}
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They can also offer more incentives to people who have been active in cleaning up the
neighbourhood or severely punish those who have been unfriendly to the environment.

There is always a dilemma between environment and development, but as an indi-
vidual, we can do something to reduce the negative impact of human activities on the
environment. Certainly, we do not want to see the Earth turn into an uninhabitable
planet.

297 words -

Key Vocabulary 3%€
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Practical Sentence Patterns
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Academic Task 2 QUEStiOIl May 2009

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task.
Write about the following topic:
Fossil fuels, such as coal, oil and natural gas, are used in many countries.

The use of alternative sources of energy, including wind and solar power,
is encouraged. Is this trend a positive or negative development?

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from yvour own
knowledge or experience.

Write at least 250 words.

Model Essay

I think that the use of alternative sources of energy (also known in some cases as
‘green’ energy) is a positive trend of development, and indeed their use should be encour-
aged further. As the demand for energy worldwide is increasing, especially in developing
countries, the strains on the existing and already limited resources also increase. To solve
this problem, we must consider two issues: how to better use the existing, limited fossil
fuel resources and how we can encourage the use of alternative energy sources.

It is universally acknowledged that there is a limitation on the use of fossil fuels, es-
pecially coal and oil. Some countries are rich in oil deposits like OPEC, whereas China
is rich in coal deposits and Russia in natural gas. Others, such as Japan and Germany, are
completely dependent on the import of resources. For all countries — resource rich versus
resource poor, alternative energy should be encouraged and utilised to reduce the depend-
ence on fossil fuels as well as to keep the global environment in balance and ‘healthy’.

The only way is to turn to other sources to get energy supply. Wind power and solar
power are at present feasible alternatives. France is one country which has the advanced
technology needed to produce extremely efficient solar panels to store energy from the
sun. Both kinds of power can reduce a country’s dependence on fossil fuels. Furthermore,
they do not pollute the environment and in turn help keep the ecosystem stable.
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While fossil fuel resources are diminishing, the demand for energy continues to in-
crease year on year. It is a positive trend to develop other alternatives to replace these trad-
itional ewcrgy resources. Experiences should be shared and promoted, technology shared
and exchanged to limit or even reduce the greenhouse effect. If this switch to alternative
energy is emcouraged early enough, then we may yet avoid the pending energy crisis.

- 314 words -

Key Vocabulary
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Academic Task 2 QUEStion October 2009

You should spend about 40 minutés on this task.

Write about the following topic:

The environment problems facing today's world are so great that there is
little ordinary people can do to improve the situation. Governments and large
companies should be responsible for reducing the amount of damage being
done to the environment.

To what extent do you agree or disagree with this statement?

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own
knowledge or éxperience.

Write at least 250 words.

Model Essay

In modern society, more often than not, environment-related issues have confronted
ecological scientists, government agencies, and the general public. While they are making
co-ordinated efforts to curb the global environmental deterioration, the downward spiral
can hardly be reversed. In my opinion, environmental protection can only be achieved
by promoting people’s environmental awareness.

To begin with, individual awareness of the natural law of cause and effect must be
nurtured. All levels of education, especially primary and secondary schools, can be a
good starting point to develop the realisation that whatever we do to the environment,
it will return to ourselves. Moreover, the mass media are also responsible for raising the
public’s ecological consciousness. Instead of persuading people to buy those new products
that only serve to fuel the existing environmental problems, one of their unavoidable
obligations is to instil the urgent need of taking care of our natural environment into
the psyche of each and every member of our planet.

It is undeniable that serious actions are being taken. In fact, restrictions are being
placed on emissions of pollutants, and new environmentally friendly sources of energy
for motor vehicles are being developed. Moreover, vast tracts of land are allocated
for wildlife conservation, and many endangered species have been spared the fate of

www.nhantriviet.com . 17



extinction. Nevertheless, it is also a well-known fact that the pace of damage to the
environment far outstrips our conservation efforts. Unless all citizens of the world are
fully aware of the gravity of the situation, ecological degradation, which is happening
in their countries, can never be halted. All too often, we tend to expect our scientists,
engineers and governments to solve the environmental problems while, in the meantime,
factories and households are dumping millions of litres of toxic wastes into rivers, lakes
and oceans. Similarly, fancy private vehicles are being crazily purchased, emitting billions
of tons of car exhaust into the atmosphere and aggravating the greenhouse effect.

Given this argument, it is reasonable to conclude that if every member of the society
is aware of the relationship between humans and the nature and stops their destructive
behaviour, the ecological strain on earth can be relieved and the benefits to all nations

are enormous.
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Academic Task 2 Question  way2007

WRITING TASK 2

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task.
Write about the following topic:
Computers are increasingly used in edueation. In which areas do you think

are computers more important and in which areas are teachers more
important?

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own
knowledge or experience.

Write at least 250 words.

Model Essay

Computers are now essential in many areas of life — modern banking, retail, and
information exchange among others. However, this is not true for education. At a simple
level, some subjects may be better taught using computers, but to explain important
concepts, a human teacher is still indispensable.

There are some subjects in which a computer can be used successfully to teach.
Elementary mathematics, elementary language learning and any area which requires a
student to memorise basic facts through repetition are well suited to computer learning.
The computer can be programmed to provide an endless number of simple questions,
and as the student answers these questions, the facts are learned and reinforced.

However, in the learning and practice of more complex ideas, the computer is not
adequate. A computer can evaluate an answer as right or wrong, but it cannot determine
why. It cannot find out why a student is making mistakes and then represent important
concepts in a different way so the student will understand. It cannot determine at what
stage in a mathematics problem the student has made an error; it can only indicate that
the final answer is wrong. Tasks involving reasoning cannot be taught by computers, as
there are too many variables for a computer to deal with successfully. In all these cases,
a human teacher seems indispensable in class.

Thus, while computers may be useful as a tool for practising simple skills, they are
not an essential feature of modern education, because they cannot monitor a student’s

+
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grasp of concepts nor evaluate a student’s reasoning. Until further developments in
computers are made, the human teacher will remain indispensable.
- 272 words -
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Academic TaSk 2 QueStion November 2005

WRITING TASK 2

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task.
Write about the following topic:
The main purpose of public libraries is to provide books, and they shouldn’t

waste their limited resources and space an providing expensive hi-tech media
such as computer software, videos and DVDs.

To what extent do you agree or disagree with this statement?

(Gyive reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own
knowledge or experience.

Write at least 250 words.

Model Essay

In a traditional sense, libraries are places with a large collection of books. However,
the digital age has given today’s libraries new means of storing and retrieving infor-
mation on media other than the printed pages. CD-ROMs, videos and DVDs are
widely used in public libraries, and they serve both the libraries and the readers.

Opponents of a high-tech library would argue that multimedia facilities are expen-
sive. This may be true to some extent because a DVD player is often more expensive
than a bookshelf. However, with immense storage capacity, these new high-tech media
can actually save the most valuable resource — space. A computer disc 12¢m in diameter
can store a whole Encyclopaedia Britannica which, in printed volumes, would occupy
a complete shelf section.

Furthermore, magnetic and digital media can store information much longer than
traditional means. It takes great care to protect books from moisture, fire or human
damage, and a book in a library serves readers for only a few hundred years. But digital
files, easily duplicated and restored, can perhaps last forever.

Finally, visiting a library with multiple media access is much more interesting. Multi-
media resources offer readers a dynamic combination of images, sounds and videos.
A reader can actually hear Martin Luther King crying out “I have a dream”, or roam
about the world with an interactive atlas.

L
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In conclusion, modern technology has turned a public library from a place of lending
and borrowing books into an interactive centre qu: the spread of human knowledge
and experience. The investment in multimedia facilities by a public library is justified
and should be encouraged.

- 265 words -

Key Vocabulary
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General Training Task 2 Question  pil 2004

WRITING TASK 2
You should spend about 40 minutes on this task.
Write about the following topic:
Many parents complain that computer games have no value to their children’s

studies. On the contrary, those online games have produced a lot of negative
effects on their mental and physical development. What is your opinion?

Give reasons for vour answer and include any relevant examples from your own
knowledge or experience.

Write at least 250 words.

Model Essay

Playing computer games as a hobby is enjoying an upsurge of popularity among
young teenagers worldwide. It appears to be a favourite pastime of kids that tran-
scends both cultural barriers and national boundaries. However, in my opinion, these
games have little value to them and produce a lot of harmful effects on their physical
and mental development.

To begin with, one of the most obvious disadvantages is that these games are
highly addictive, compelling children to sit in front of the computer for many straight
hours. As a result, they have little time for sports activities and many of them start
developing health problems. According to a recent survey, the obesity rate among
adolescents aged between 13 and 19 is soaring in industrialised nations as well as in
less developed countries, and one of the contributing factors is the lack of physical
exercises. Also, intense radiation produced by an operating computer not only causes
failing eyesight but also poses untold hidden health hazards in those young children.

In a similar way, the indulgence in computer games is detrimental to their mental-
ity in various aspects. For one thing, an increasing amount of time spent in playing
games means less and less time is devoted to their studies. No wonder that teenagers
having this undesirable habit are finding it difficult to meet the deadlines of their
school assignments. For another, being accustomed to the fast changing images that
are inherent in every computer game, they can hardly concentrate on any serious
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subjects and their attention span is found to be increasingly short. Moreover, teen-
agers are exposed to sexual and violent scenes featured in many computer games.
In summary, from both physiological and psychological points of view, computer
games are indeed valueless and may exert negative impacts on the development of
young children. Therefore, it is high time that parents and schools should be alert to
the problem, and restrict children’s access to those computer games.
- 323 words -

ey Vocabulary

28 : www.nhantriviet.com



www.nhantriviet.com



Academic Task 2 Question  apil 2009

WRITING TASK 2

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task.

Write about the following topic:

Some people think computers and the Internet are important in children’s
study, but others think students can learn more effectively in schools and
with teachers.

Discuss both views and give your own opinion.

(rive reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own
knowledge or experience.

Write at least 250 words.

Model Essay

The ways in which children today study, both at home and at school, are radically
different from any previous generation, and the increased availability and relatively low
price of modern technology have been instrumental in this change. However, I feel
that while modern technologies, such as computers and the Internet, are important
in assisting a child’s learning, this learning should be guided and directed by the
experience of teachers.

There is no denying the fact that computers and the Internet are popularly used
in the field of education; they can present knowledge in a vivid and novel way.
The computer and the Internet can also enable students in enhancing their general
understanding of how to solve difficulties in study as well as giving them vital skills
in readiness for later life. However, the problems are: the information that the com-
puter can show has to be pre-programmed and needs constant updating, for example
Encyclopaedia’s on DVD-ROM; and contrary to popular belief, the Internet may not be
a reliable source for knowledge, since there is often conflicting information available
when taken from different sources.

A traditional and long-established practice is for children to study and gain know-
ledge at school, learning skills in various ways taught by traditional methods. A school
is a place where students gather to be educated and learn from each other as well as

[}
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formal educators. At school, students’ development is orchestrated stage by stage, step
by step by experienced teachers, and their acquisition of knowledge is guided and
backed up in a systematic way.

I do not believe that it will help students to learn effectively and in a long-term
manner to overemphasising the use of computers and the Internet. Rather, I feel

=]

. that modern technologies can complement more traditional teaching and learning
methods, without being used as a replacement for these traditions.
- 305 words -
y== Key Vocabulary
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Academic Task 2 Question august 2007

2
You should spend about 40 minutes on this task.
Write about the following topic:

Some people think that we should invent a new language for international
communication. Do the benefits of this outweigh the problems?

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own
knowledge or experience.

Write at least 250 words.

Model Essay

That the globalisation is gaining increasing momentum starts to exert a subtle impact
on the world languages. Evidently, the growing transnational business communication
and cultural exchange demands a new language to be created. Though efforts to
promote an international language had been severely thwarted previously — in the case of
Esperanto, the emergence of a new language for global communication is still staunchly
supported by the majority.

Linguistic scientists and experts have already publicly conceded the seemingly insurmount-
able obstacles in either human or machine translation. This could largely be attributed
to the intrinsic cultural aspects rooted in each language, which are, more often than not,
“conveniently” overlooked or neglected in the translation process, frequently amounting
to eventual communication breakdown. Besides, the tones and stresses with which
sentences are expressed are crucial verbal elements in delivery of meanings intended by
the speaker as well. Sometimes, a particular sentence could be interpreted in different
ways if the elements constituting the speech are varied even slightly. Therefore, we could
tentatively conclude that translation from one language to another might not appear to
be the best solution to resolve the problems arising from international communication.
A new language designed to fulfil similar purposes is required.

Some professionals are looking for alternative solutions and set their sight on English.
Unsurprisingly, English has risen to predominance and been widely accepted by the
general population as the main language medium for occasions like business conference,
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chatting, owing much to the unsuccessful endeavour to popularise Esperanto. However,
one of the direct ethical issues that need to be addressed would have been the elimination
of a plethora of minority languages, as people from around the globe rushed to pick up a
foreign language. In addition, the job of translators and interpreters would also be much
simplified as the availability of a new international language could save the troubles of
learning many different languages.

Despite of the challenges involved in learning an entirely novel language, it is
absolutely a viable and effective approach in modern communication in the long run.
What is in store for us in the near future, if universal acceptance of a standard language

~could be achieved, would be a world of seamless communication transcending barriers
of all sorts.

e== Key Vocabulary
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Academic Task 2 Question  pecember 2006

WRITING TASK 2

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task.
Write about the following topic:
Modern buildings change the character and appearance of towns and cities.

The government should insist that new buildings be built in traditional styles
to protect cultural identity.

To what extent do you agree or disagree?

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own
knowledge or experience.

Write at least 250 words.

Model Essay

Every country, every group of people has a unique culture which people often feel a
strong need to protect, to prevent it from changing or being damaged. However, that seems
to be a very boring idea of culture; culture is not like an endangered animal we need to
keep in zoos, but rather like a wild animal that we cannot control.

Culture is not dead but something alive and changing, and as we move forward and
as our culture changes, it is also good to look back to see where we have come from, and
it would be good if all society, not just the government, took an interest in preserving
parts of our history and culture. But does preserving mean we should stop doing new
things? No, it does not; new culture, new ways of doing things are important to have in
a society. New buildings should not be built in the old styles, but built using new designs
to match the new technology, new functions and new locations of buildings. What type
of Vietnamese traditional style should be used to build a stadium that can seat 40,000
people? Good architecture is a product of thinking about the function, the location and
the technology available. '

We also need to question whether the things that were done in the past are the best that
we can do. Why were the buildings in the past seen as the best examples of Vietnamese
ideas, design and architecture? Why do we have to stop our own creativity while the

1}
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creativity of past builders is to be boringly followed? It sounds like a way to kill culture, to
kill ideas, to kill the talent of new people working in a new time.

Of course it is to keep some things from the past, to protect some buildings, to
remember our history, but not at the expense of our future.

- 316 words -
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Academic Task 2 Question  august 2006

WRITING TASK 2

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task.

Write about the following topic:
Multicultural societies, in which there is a mixture of different ethnic peoples,
bring more benefits than drawbacks to a country.
To what extent do you agree or disagree?

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples [rom your own
knowledge or experience.

Write at least 250 words.

Model Essay

Countries like the USA and Australia are modern multicultural societies; they have
been created by successive waves of immigration of peoples from other continents
and countries, as well as by the original inhabitants: Europe, Africa, Asia, and Central
and South America over several hundreds of years. The result is an exciting and rich
blend of people, cultures and lifestyles. However, these countries are not without their
problems as can be seen if you look at their history.

Countries and communities have probably always been multicultural; no two people
are the same; even friends have different preferences in clothes, sports teams, food
and even in beliefs, yet they manage to live and work together, to support each other,
and to be tolerant of their respective differences. Their friendship is probably richer,
more interesting and more rewarding as a result. Yet it is not always so; Genghis Khan
fought bitterly with his “blood brother” even though they had so much in common.

Life in a multicultural society is richer, the range of experiences available is more
diverse, yet it is only if each individual is able to accept difference that they can enjoy
it. It is easy to eat the grilled lamb kebabs of the people from Turkey on the streets,
but it is harder to accept their values, their culture or their religion.
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We all live in multicultural societies; sometimes the going is easy, but sometimes we
need to listen to, to understand and to really empathise with the other people from the
other culture. Unfortunately, we are not always able to do it.

- 263 words -
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Academic Task 2 Question  ocober 2005

WRITING TASK 2

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task.
Write about the following topic:
Some people think the increasing business and cultural contact between

countries brings many positive effects. Others say it causes the loss of
national identities.

Discuss both sides and give your opinion.

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own
knowledge or experience.

Write at least 250 words,

Model Essay

The world today is characterised by the free flow of information and commodity. The
frequent interaction and growing interdependence among countries have ended the days
of regional isolation and absolute national sovereignty, but they have also sparked off
heated controversies over the positive and negative impacts that a global culture can bring
into our life.

Some people say that the widening international exchanges, both in the field of busi-
ness and culture, have exerted positive influences to a nation as well as its people. To
begin with, they promote business co-operation among nations. For example, large multi-
national companies spread the latest technologies and experience around the world, and
international trade has helped so many less developed economies grow. Also, they enrich
people’s lives because people of one nation are given opportunities through international
tourism, exhibitions and fairs, TV programmes and films, etc. to enjoy the achievements
of other cultures across the globe.

However, other people argue that these conditions also create the possible danger of
undermining a country’s national identity. In the first place, traditional cultures might
fall victim to a global media and entertainment force. This is most evident in some parts
of the world where “Americanisation” is threatening the preservation of their indigenous
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culture. In Vietnam, for instance, few youngsters like or understand “Hue Court Music”,
the quintessence of Vietnamese culture; they go for Hollywood movies and rock music
instead. Moreover, in the process of globalisation, the world is getting less linguistically
diverse, as a growing number of people give up their native language for the dominant
language in the world - English.

From my point of view, both arguments are the true reflections of the possible conse-
quence of an increasing economic and cultural interaction among nations. It boosts
economic integration and speeds up modernisation but also creates tensions between a
global culture and a country’s national identity. Therefore, we should take the initiative
in fighting to protect our distinct culture and identity from being submerged by other
cultural or economic influences.

- 332 words -
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General Training Task 2 QUEStiOl’l May 2009

WRITING T

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task.
Write about the following topic:
Nowadays, the traditions and customs relating to the food we eat and the way

we eat are changing. Why is it happening? Do you think this kind of change is
positive or negative?

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own
knowledge or experience.

Write at least 250 words.

Model Essay

The way we eat is indeed changing, and some of the traditions and customs that are
associated with food from the past are being lost. This change, as a consequence of the
society we are in, has both positive and negative impacts.

Our lives, unlike before, are becoming increasingly fast-paced, and we try to value
the little free time we have, rather than squandering it on time-consuming tasks such as
the preparing and the cooking of the family meal. In addition, people are increasingly
aware of the need to have a nutritious and healthy diet in order to stave off disease and
illness as well as to promote a longer and fuller life. Modern agribusiness has brought
about a fundamental change in the raising of dairy animals, poultry and crops, as well
as the customs, traditions and beliefs associated with agriculture. We no longer practise
rituals for bumper harvest, nor do we observe customs for the food we consume in such
a serious manner as before, except on some special occasions.

The positive side of this change is that we now eat much better than our ancestors;
we all have more access to more food and more kinds of food than at any time in
history, which has led to increased lifespan, health and general well-being, Furthermore,
health food has increased in popularity as increasing numbers of people think more
seriously about their physical well-being. The traditional ‘big breakfast’ has generally
lost its appeal and is usually replaced by something light, tasty and fresh. Dietary im-
portance outstrips that of customs which might be practised at the dining table.
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| However, on the negative side, ignorance on the awareness of some special foods has
also occurred. Some people, especially younger people, have little knowledge of some of
the traditions and customs that centre on the food offered on a special occasion or for
a special day. For example, in Vietnam, Banh Chung, which is a kind of glutinous rice
wrapped in banana leaves, is now consumed as an ordinary breakfast item rather than
as their cultural significance, commemorating the filial affection of a prince to his royal
father in an ancient Vietnamese legend.

The positive has emerged alongside with the negative from the changing ways we
eat. Humans will continue to change the food they eat and the ways in which that food
is prepared and eaten. However, the long-cherished and observed traditions should also
be passed down to the next generation as this ‘culinary culture’ is deeply rooted in a
nation’s heritage, culture and conventions.

- 424 words -
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Academic Task 2 Question june 2009

WRITING TASK 2
You should spend about 40 minutes on this task.
Write about the following topic:

Some people befieve that all the children in school are required to learn
at least one foreign language. However, others say that those who are not
talented do not have ta learn. What is your opinion?

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from vour own
knowledge or experience.

Write at least 250 words.

Model Essay

For children in school, to learn a foreign language or not should be determined by
the school curriculum. Provided that it is offered as a subject, all students — talented
or otherwise — must study it as partial fulfilment of their academic achievement.

The study of a foreign language — especially English for children at Grade 3 — is
now a compulsory requirement at all primary schools in my country although it was
not the case just few years ago. With increased globalisation, comes increased cross-
cultural contact and because of this, it is important for children to master at least one
foreign language at an early age so as to prepare them for this global society. To
understand a foreign language is also an opportunity for children to learn about and
understand a little about another culture or cultures. Also, it is an opportunity to
cultivate students’ talent, develop their ability in learning and boost their potential
for further education.

It is irresponsible, and indeed, even harmful, to separate and label students as
talented or not in education at such a tender and vulnerable age. Why should the
study of a foreign language alone be used as the only yardstick to label students as
talented or not in education? It is advisable to help all students to understand that
the study of a foreign language will bring benefit to their studies and, in the future,
their careers.

Thus, I feel that it is not healthy to advocate the labelling of students as talented

or not in the study of languages.
- 256 words -
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Academic Task 2 Question  april 2007

WRITING TASK 2
You should spend about 40 minutes on this task.
Write about the following topic:

The society would benefit from a ban on all forms of advertising because it
serves no useful purpose, and can even be damaging.

To what extent do you agree or disagree with this opinion?

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own
knowledge or experience.

Write at least 250 words.

Advertising is a sign of our times; it is everywhere, from my public to my private
life, from SMS messages on my phone to the back of toilet doors, to TV screens in the
supermarkets, on the streets and in elevators. But does it ever serve a purpose other than
to tell me how pitiful my life is without a certain product?

Advertising might be like medicine; not nice but necessary from time to time. When
we want to buy a new computer or go on a holiday, some of us will do two things: do
some online research and then check out the best deals online or in the papers. This
works for us; we get the right information at the right time. And we are grateful.

On another day, we may be strolling in the street with our friends enjoying the
sunshine, but then a large TV screen jumps into life telling us the merits of a certain
shampoo, or a certain car model. This is intrusive, distracting and perhaps even danger-
ous as it makes vision in the street more difficult.

But advertising pays for things that I enjoy; it Pays for the TV programmes I watch,
the TV screens that help me pass the time on the public transport system, and subsidises
the newspapers I read online. '

It, however, does seem that sometimes there is too much, that it is too pervasive and
too intrusive. But to completely eliminate it from our everyday life would be an unwise

decision. We have to live with it, but maybe some respect for the consumers might be nice.
- 268 words -
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General Training 1ask 2 Question  april 2005

WRITING TASK 2

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task.

Write about the following topic:

It is said that the amount of violence on the TV programmes has negative
effect on our social development and therefore should be reduced.

To what extent do you agree or disagree with this opinion?
Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own
knowledge or experience.

Write at least 250 words.

¥ 2 2 I

Model Essay

Television is a powerful tool of communication. It may bring us laughter and joy,
but may also incite hatred or violence, leading us towards deviant behaviours and
crimes. A responsible government should protect the general public by strictly regu-
lating any inappropriate programmes on TV.

Over recent years, there has been an increasing amount of media violence. TV
series portray serial killers, gun battles and brutal fighting. News and documentaries
illustrate every detail of a startling crime in the name of crime investigation. TV
viewers today are so used to violence that they never think it disturbing but find it
fun to watch.

Young people and children are the greatest victims of this surge in media violence.
Not yet able to distinguish between right and wrong, they often imitate the violence
they observe on TV and accept it as the normal way to behave towards others. It is
reported that many juvenile crimes are the direct result of viewing aggressive behaviours
on TV.

Opponents of strict media control often point out that some of the violence shown
on TV is the true portrayal of what is happening around us and people have the right to
know it. Although this is undoubtedly true, it also means that people who see them
a lot may gradually develop a sense of insecurity and mistrust as they are forced to
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believe they are living in a dangerous world.

Psychological and sociological studies have concluded that violence on the screen
is contributing to increased crime rate in our world. The government should combat
the threat of media violence to the general public.

Key Vocabulary
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Academic Task 2 Question  april 2004

WRITING TASK 2
You should spend about 40 minutes on this task.
Write about the following topic:

The high sales of popular consumer goods reflect the power of advertising
and not the real needs of the society in which the goods are sold.
Ta what extent do you agree or disagree?

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own
knowledge or experience.

Write at least 250 words.

Model Essay

In advanced industrial countries as well as in many less developed ones, new con-
sumer products are emerging at an alarming rate to meet the increasingly diverse needs
of people from all walks of life. And it seems that this trend of consumerism is fuelled
by the widespread advertising in modern societies. In my opinion, both factors are
critical to the soaring sales of consumer goods.

On the one hand, with the fast pace of modernisation, people’s physical and spir-
itual needs are greatly diversified and carefully categorised, which can be witnessed by
mushrooming supermarkets, department stores and shopping malls. From kitchenware
to gardening implements, from office consumables to household confections, those
places exist to provide a splendid array of modern commodities, catering to every par-
ticular taste of humans. No wonder that many housewives are so thrilled at the thought
of another shopping spree! Moreover, many new businesses have sprouted up in recent
decades. For example, the pedicure industry is thriving in Southeast Asia as an effective
channel to relieve the stresses and strains of modern life.

On the other hand, the mighty power of advertising is also a contributing factor.
Inundated by a succession of seductive images and attractive prices, most consumers
find it hard to resist the allure of possessing the advertised products. Following the prin-
ciple of “3B” (baby, beauty and beast), many advertisers use newborn infants, gorgeous
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females and domestic animals to stimulate purchasing impulses in the audience — their
potential customers — though those icons are irrelevant to their products. For instance,
ah:hough car manufacturers and real estate developers have been criticised for using
shapely models in their advertisements, the climbing sales of cars and properties give
evidence of their great success, at least in commercial terms.

In conclusion, in the analysis of excessive consumption, it is obvious that people’s
real needs and the magnetism of advertising are the two most powerful forces at work.
In faet, it is often difficult to distinguish between them because a really fascinating

vertisement can actually create new needs in the viewers, who feel compelled to go

ona shoﬁpmg tour!

- 347 words -
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General Training 1ask 2 Question  rebruary 2004

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task.

Write about the following topic:

Nowadays, a lot of media, including newspaper, magazine, television, radio,
and even the Internet, are publishing stories of people’s private lives. Should
this practice be banned?

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own
> OF experience.

Write at least 250 words.

Model Essay

With the increasing competition among a medley of different media, newspapers,
magazines, and even the Internet are putting out stories of people’s private lives to gain
the attention of the public. Yet, this way of boosting sales is hard for me to accept.
Therefore, it is my strong recommendation for the government to ban such practice,
which is against moral principles.

Seemingly, this problem is not serious enough to be prohibited by the government.
However, to expose one’s privacy is an insult to his or her dignity. Indeed, in the society,
everyone, whether a celebrity or an ordinary person, is allowed to enjoy the right of
privacy without any infringement. Meanwhile, no one expects that his or her private
story gets published and becomes the laughing stock shared by all.

It is true that man is born to be on tiptoe for privacy with curiosity. Nevertheless,
it is by no means a sufficient reason to allow the practice of making public people’s
privacy. As a consequence, it would encourage an immoral conduct of nosing into
others’ privacy. Indeed, some teenagers who have read the information describing the
affairs of a movie star could be under the wrong imprcssic;n about love.

As far as the public is concerned, some private stories give a misleading example of
love and marriage. In fact, some newspapers and magazines are teeming with the photos
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and articles detailing the new girlfriends or boyfriends of celebrities, which contributes
to the disturbing mindset that marriage is no longer as important and sacred as before.

In view of the above undesirable impacts, it is reasonable to assume that the practice
of printing privacy is detrimental to our social ethics. It is my earnest request to our
government that such practice should be forbidden in the form of law. Furthermore, it
is the obligation of all citizens to respect and value other people’s privacy.

- 314 words -
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Academic Task 2 Question May 2009

WRITING TASK 2

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task.
Write about the following topic:
It is believed that people who read for pleasure can develop better

imagination and language skills than people who prefer to wateh TV.
To what extent do you agree or disagree with this argument?

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own
knowledge or experience,

Write at least 250 words.

Model Essay

I agree that reading is thought-provoking and can expand one’s imagination. Further-
more, reading has the great potential to develop one’s language skills in a more sublim-
inal and in-depth way than watching TV.

By reading, we form a mental picture of what the author narrates and depicts.
Through the use of words, the author is creating pictures and images of the scenes within
the book in our mind. Though we may have finished reading a novel like God Father,
we can often ‘see’ certain scenes again with a ‘rerun’ in our mind. Another example is
our reading mind may also go along with the multiple reports and stories in a daily
newspaper, which helps lift our horizon, develop our cultural enlightenment and enrich
our language abilities.

The ability to use language is actually a cumulative build-up from reading. An author
should have a large pool of language skills before a volume or an article could be written.
By the same token, we read to interpret, understand or even enjoy either for pleasure or
for knowledge. In the course of reading, we are wittingly or unwittingly influenced and
will turn to use what we have read.

In comparison, TV focuses mainly on visual impact and offers audiences instant grat-
ification. The imagery created is external from our mind and is created by the director
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and depends on the footage taken, though it could be said that this footage is, in itself, a
realisation of the imagination of the director!

From the contrast between reading and watching TV, I think that reading can make
a person perfect. The end resultmg from reading is long-term whereas that from TV may
be temporary and not as significant in potential as reading.

- 285 words -
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Academic Task 2 Question  ay 2006

WRITING TASK 2

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task.
Write about the following topic:
International tourism has become a huge industry in the world. Are the

problems that international travellers cause greater than the advantages they
bring?

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own
knowledge or experience,

Write at least 250 words.

Model Essay

With the general decrease in travelling costs, international travel is becoming more
prevalent. For a variety of reasons and with greater frequency, people are travelling
to other countries. International visitors bring their own range of behaviours and
customs to the countries they visit. I believe the advantages international travellers
bring to the countries they choose to visit outweigh the negatives.

Unfortunately, all countries have within them people who exhibit undesirable be-
haviour. The vociferous minority seem to leave an impression in the minds of people
in host countries. Whether it be leaving the hotel room in a complete mess, or loudly
arguing about a matter with a local person, international visitors are sometimes a poor
advertisement for their countries. This is certainly the negative side of international
visitors.

However, the far greater impression international visitors leave is a good one.
Typically, international visitors bring with them mohey which they inject into the local
economy they are visiting, which is excellent for business. They can also educate the
local people about what life is like in another part of the world. These international
travellers are like ‘ambassadors’ for their countries and can cause others to want to
visit their countries — this brings with it obvious economic benefits as well. In addition,
international visitors can help others to see things from a different perspective and,
often, improve on the way things are done.

L}
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Problems can arise from international visitors; however, the benefits they bring
to the countries they visit are greater. International visitors around the world will
continue to impact the countries to which they travel, and it is up to the individual to
make sure the example they set is a good one.

- 281 words -
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Academic Task 2 Question  april 2004

WRITING TASK 2

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task.
Write about the following topie:
International tourism is now the biggest industry in the world. Unfortunately,

it brings tension rather than understanding between the people from different
cultures.

To what extent do you agree or disagree with this opinion?

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own
knowledge or experience.

Write at least 250 words.

Model Essay

Each year, hundreds of millions of people travel around the globe for leisure, busi-
ness, and other purposes. The continuous and steady growth of international tourism
brings together people from different cultural systems and inevitably leads to misunder-
standings and conflicts that are difficult to resolve.

Among the forces contributing to the tension behind these cross-cultural encoun-
ters, those of language barriers are perhaps the most prominent. Communication with
foreigners has always been difficult and may lead to misunderstandings even with the
help of a tour guide or an interpreter. Then, differences in customs and traditions may
also produce quite a lot of unpleasantness during a journey. In many Muslim countries,
for example, pork and wine are never served because of a taboo against them. This
may be particularly difficult to adapt to for a traveller who is planning a long-term
stay. Similarly, a Western woman travelling to the Middle East may find it annoying
to have to wear a headscarf. What is more, different usage of measurements may cause
difficulty in communication. When referring to distance, for instance, Americans tend
to use “miles”, which may cause some difficulty in understanding to people who use
“kilometres”.

L

72 www.nhantriviet.com



Apart from these tensions caused by cultural differences, international tourism may
also lead to conflicts between tourists and a local community. International tourism
brings huge numbers of travellers from all over the world to a local community who
may prefer to live peacefully without disruption from the outside world. However,
noise, congestion, and pollution always accompany international tourists to the envir-
onment and cultures of the regions they visit.

Undeniably, international tourism is among the foremost vehicles for cultural
exchange and proves to be an effective way to boost a region’s economic growth.
However, before the cultural gap that exists between the home and a foreign destin-
ation can be bridged and “hospitable tourism” becomes a global practice, it always
creates tension rather than understanding along the trip.

5% Key Vocabulary &2
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Academic Task 2 Question  arch 2005

WRITING TASK 2

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task.
Write about the following topic:
Some people think that cultural traditions may be destroyed when they are

used as money-making attractions aimed at tourists. Others believe it is the
only way to save these traditions.

Discuss both sides and give your opinian.

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own
knowledge or experience.

Write at least 250 words.

Model Essay

No one can deny that a trip to a remote destination away from one’s everyday life
and culture is an exciting experience for the traveller, but its negative impact on the
local culture and traditions cannot be ignored.

In many places, cultural traditions are destroyed because they are being commer-
cialised for profits. For example, the moment a tourist sets foot on a place of attraction,
he is always first welcomed by a crowd of peddlers or a line of shops selling souvenirs
and handicrafts that are often fake and overpriced. What is more, in the peak tourist
seasons, there are just so many visitors that even the remotest island turns into a
noisy market. Those who are expecting a quiet cultural journey may finally end up
seeing the same hustle and bustle in a modern city.

There are, however, arguments for setting up money-making attractions in a tourist
area. We cannot afford to renovate historical buildings if they were not visited at a
price. If traditional skills and lifestyles were not presented to visitors in an impressive
way, they might soon be forgotten. For many parts of the world, tourism becomes a
major source of income and helps to save the local culture from dying out.

We should find the right balance between tourism development and cultural pro-
tection, and I believe the government has a very important role to play here. In my
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own country, for example, many tourist cities have made effective development plans
to successfully attract large numbers of visitors while still preserving their distinct
cultural traditions.
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General Training Task 2 QUEStiOIl May 2009

WRITING TASK 2
You should spend about 40 minutes on this task.
Write about the following topic:

Some people point out that there will be less international travel in the future.

Do you think it is a positive or negative trend?

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own
knowledge or experience.

Write at least 250 words.

Model Essay

It is said that there would be less cross-country travel in the near future possibly
due to the reason that the turmoil happens on sectors of the planet, and thus the visa
policy is about to become much stricter. Plus, constant rising fuel price gives rise to an
unaffordable travel budget. Though the trend can be a little true, I still hope it would
not happen.

Cutting down non-essential travelling flights can definitely save the planet im-
measurable barrels of crude oil, which shows human’s care and love for the nature.
Environmentally friendly mindsets are no doubt very welcome in today’s world which
is characterised by all kinds of crisis — including the energy one. Additionally, safety
problems caused by travel-related crime are never concerned if international travel is
no longer the choice for a holiday plan. ;

The above scenario seems quite pleasant. However, for that, a lot of fun is sacrificed.
Watching ‘Travel Log’ on travel channel can hardly offer people something special
about where the history happened, or the real thrilling taste on tongue from the local
dishes. How can viewing planimetric scenes on the mass media compete with standing
on Catherine the Great’s doorstep at St. Petersburg’s Winter Palace or walking all along
the Great Wall in China? People learn the beauty of the world by experiencing them,
don’t they? What is more, reducing international travel would adversely influence
regions and countries where tourism is the backbone industry. This revenue decrease
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could have led to another inning of economic crisis in countries like Malaysia or
Thailand, and inevitably, economy would be hindered on a global basis in today’s
globalised world.
All in all, cross-boundary travel is a fairly important part of human life as well as
a crucial contributor to the world’s economy. We had better not spoil the ship for a
half-penny-worth of tar.
- 305 words -
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General Training Task 2 Question  june 2006

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task.
Write about the following topic:

Some people say that money can make life easier and more comfortable.
But others say that having a great amount of wealth can bring some
problems.

What do you think are the advantages and disadvantages of having a lot of
money?

(Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own
knowledge or experience.

Write at least 250 words.

Model Essay

Ever since the invention of currency, humans have been both enjoying economic
benefits and encountering financial problems. From my point of view, money does
enable an individual to lead a more decent life; however, in many situations, it is also
the origin of envy, stress, conflict and crime.

On one hand, it is undeniable that earning more money ensures higher standards
of living. This is especially evident in the shift of the role that women play in the
modern society. No longer satisfied with the traditional responsibilities of housewives,
many females have entered the workforce by taking up a full-time job. With high and
steady double income, couples known as DINKSs can readily afford an expensive house
and all the luxuries they desire, such as a splendid racing car and a magnificent home
theatre. That is the very reason why the accumulation of wealth becomes the single most
important goal in many people’s lives.

On the other hand, money is always straining interpersonal relationships and even
causing human tragedies. Take an extended family as an example. If one of the siblings
is a high-earning careerist and enjoys all the pleasures of life while the others still lead
a rather modest existence, that sibling will undoubtedly become the source of envy and

+
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the focus of jealousy. Also, when it comes to a massive inheritance upon the death of a

parent, domestic conflicts may be intensified by each child trying to get a larger share

, than the others, sometimes to the point that legal actions are involved to settle the

3 dispute. What is worse, unable to resist the temptations of a high life, some youngsters
. are lured to commit various crimes in hope of achieving instant wealth.

In conclusion, personal wealth, with all its merits and demerits, can have a double-

edged impact on our lives. Therefore, it is suggested that while pursuing wealth to

y increase their living standards, people should be fully aware of all the pitfalls and
Y unhappiness that are associated with money.
! - 332 words -
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General Training Task 2 Question september 2005

WRITING TASK 2

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task.
Write about the following topic:
In many places, shopping is becoming a free-time activity, replacing the

traditional hobbies of the past. Discuss the reasons for this development. Is
this development positive or negative?

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own
knowledge or experience.

Write at least 250 words.

Model Essay

In this world with greater material wealth, shopping is viewed not only as a means
of obtaining daily necessities, but also as a popular leisure activity. Many people feel
an impulse to go to supermarkets, shopping malls and online stores when they are in
a good or bad mood, and they often spend more than they earn on things they do not
really need.

There are several reasons for this growing interest in shopping. In the first place,
fast economic development has allowed a greater variety of commodities to be pro-
duced, displayed and sold. A shopper planning to buy some food in the supermarket
may bring home clothes and many other things that he or she likes rather than needs.
Also, many shopping venues have provided entertainment and service facilities that
make people’s shopping experience more comfortable and enjoyable. For example,
some large shopping centres provide babysitting services to young mothers who can
then take time to enjoy a day-long, relaxing shoppiﬁg trip.

It seems that people’s being free and able to shop whatever and wherever they like
is an indication of wealth and prosperity, and by encouraging consumption and pro-
duction, the whole world’s economy will improve. However, the negative impacts of
modern consumerism should not be overlooked. Excessive packaging is disposed of
carelessly and poses a threat to the environment. It is also a pity to see unrestrained
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shopping replacing the more healthy activities of visiting the park, going to the church
and regular community gatherings.

There is nothing wrong with shopping as lené as we know what we can afford,
but it might be a good idea to reduce our shopping expenditure and invest more in
education and medical care, or simply save more money, work less, and lead a more
satisfying and environmentally friendly life. :

- 298 words -
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General Training 1ask 2 Question  september 2004

WRITING TASK 2

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task.
Write about the following topic:
Some people say material possessions are very useful in bringing us

happiness, but others argue that they are useless in terms of providing
happiness.

Discuss both views and give your own opinion and reasons.

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own
knowledge or experience.

Write at least 250 words.

Model Essay

The pursuit of happiness is an everlasting human endeavour in all societies. However,
happiness is probably the most elusive thing in the world and when defining it, people
often hold widely different views. In my opinion, although the definitions of happiness
may vary, they can fall into two broad categories, which will be discussed below.

Some people think they can obtain happiness through acquisition. Their lives are an
incessant course of possessing something, whether it is money, fame, authority or social
status. A typical example is reflected in the activities of a shrewd businessman, who is
in the habit of rushing through life, being on the go from morning till night, motivated
by anything that sounds profitable or lucrative. But the sad thing is that only a few of
them can become millionaires after years of striving. A more brutal truth is that many
rich people are so obsessed with possessing and retaining their money that it is hard for
them to relax and enjoy themselves. Little wonder that some big shots committed suicide
because they longed for happiness in another world.

On the other hand, there are some people in the world who achieve happiness through
helping others and contributing to the whole society. They are more often ordinary
citizens who understand that true happiness comes from giving rather than taking. By
devoting themselves to the cause of helping the poor and the disabled, they feel an inner
bliss that accompanies them at every moment of their lives. Laborious and painstaking as
it is, they are determined to overcome every stumbling block in the way because they are
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convinced that giving a helping hand to others is a spiritually rewarding act. For instance,
we all have the experience of feeling fulfilled and gratified when we have successfully
solved a knotty problem for others. It is this kind of charity and generosity that makes our
lives rich, meaningful and happy.

To conclude, only through contribution, rather than acquisition, can people actually
find themselves immersed in a feeling of happiness. In other words, happiness lies not in
anything we possess, but in the act and attitude of helping others.

- 358 words -
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General Training Task 2 Question June 2009

WRITING TASK 2

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task.

Write about the following topic:
Some people prefer to stay in the same type of work all their life, and others
prefer to change their jobs from time to time.

Discuss both sides and state your own opinion.

Give reasons for vour answer and include any relevant examples from your own
knowledge or experience.

Write at least 250 words.

Model Essay

To hold on the work or to change it to another one is a choice of decision we
might encounter once or twice in our lives, and for some people this could be a
positive thing, while for others it could be a disaster. However, the final aim for every
job hopper is to find an ideal job on which they can depend for their livelihood and
from which they can draw satisfaction.

Working in the same type of work for one’s career lifespan has its positive under-
pinnings; a stable job with a steady income offers one a sense of security, especially in
today’s highly competitive society, as well as the feeling of ‘togetherness’ that comes
from working with the same colleagues for many years. However, on the negative
side, doing the same work in the same company with the same people in the same
environment may well breed a kind of lethargy, a lack of motivation or job satisfaction;
it may be difficult to generate fresh zeal or energy towards work after so much time.

If one were to move frequently from one job or job area to another, it is possible to
learn and gather diverse experiences from different companies and different jobs. The
new working environments could turn out to be a great opportunity to show one’s
talent and abilities and to gain confidence in oneself. However, new colleagues may
take time to bond, and to get to know them well may prove difficult. It could also take
longer to establish a rapport with the manager.
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To find a job one loves is a pursuit in career life. We may change jobs. Once a work
that satisfies is at hand, I think that is also the time we start to stay in the same pos-
ition. Any company needs its employees to devote their effort and heart for the job,
as this is for the good of achieving a win-win benefit for the company and employee.

- 328 words -
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Academic Task 2 Question juy 2007

WRITING TASK 2

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task.
Write abeut the following topic:

In some countries, secondary schools aim to provide a general education
across a wide range of subjects. In others, children focus on a narrow range
of subjects related to a particular career. For today’s world, which system is
appropriate?

(rive reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own
knowledge or experience.

Write at least 250 words.

Model Essay

It has always been a controversial issue over whether general education or specific
education is deemed more suitable for children. Even though some people argue that
the latter alternative could prepare students better for future employment, I firmly
believe that both educational systems are required in children’s development.

It is an undeniable fact that children would be much better off if they have access
to abundant knowledge in a diverse range of fields. This is necessary for them to deal
with a multitude of problems they might encounter in their daily life. For instance,
simple mathematical calculations would come to the rescue in case of totalling up the
bill; fundamental knowledge of chemical terms would be of huge assistance if you are
picking up prescriptions or drugs in a pharmaceutical store; malfunctioning electrical
appliances due to ignorance of basic knowledge of electricity could be quite unset-
tling; current affairs including momentous events happening in spheres of economy or
politics around the globe are often considered good conversation openers in occasions
of social mingling or business dinner. Hence, it is somehow necessary for children to
receive general education in their early stage of schooling.

As children grow up, specific education on teaching one or two particular subjects
is thought more useful for them. This is simply due to the fact that a significant pro-
portion of general knowledge imparted to students in secondary or tertiary education

13
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would have most likely been forgotten once they start their career. The jobs available
nowadays increasingly demand job seekers with one particular skill. Therefore, it is
more sensible to place students on a more focused education once they reach the phase
of secondary education. In this way, students could be more prepared for their work
ahead.

In conclusion, both ‘gen'é}al and specific education play equally important roles in
children’s various stages of their life. It is reasonable to take advantage of both educa-
tional systems so as to develop their potential to the fullest.

- 326 words -
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Academic Task 2 Question  april 2006

WRITING TASK 2

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task.
Write about the following topic;

Some people think history has nothing or little to tell us, but others think
that studying the past can help us better understand the present.

Discuss the two views and give your own opinion.

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own
knowledge or experience.

Write at least 250 words.

Model Essay

Everything around us has a history, long or short. A technology, an invention, or a
family all has its own past whether we like it or not. To some people, however, learn-
ing history is a boring task of memorising long lists of names and dates which they will
never use, while others consider learning history useful and fun.

People who do not like history say that studying the past is a waste of time. They
think that ways of thinking, science and technology and social systems in the past
were outdated and therefore bear little relevance to the present-day problems and
their possible solutions. They ask questions like “What does the history of African
slaves have to do with me?” or “How does knowing when humans learned to make fire
benefit my job as a computer engineer?” Also, they argue that we should not spend
too much time studying the past as it simply distracts us from focusing on the present.

However, thousands of years of human experience and wisdom do have something
to teach us. For example, Charles Darwin taught us that only the fittest can survive,
which is more than ever true in today’s competitive society. Thomas Edison gave us
an inspirational example that success only comes after persistence and hard work.
Furthermore, learning history can help us develop a thoughtful and critical mind. As
we try to understand why things happened in the past, we can make more informed
decisions in our present-day life and work.

1
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I think history has a lot to offer us, and we have to study it in order to better
understand the present as well as preparing for the future. But learning history is not
the same as learning from it. It is sad to see that people have been learning history but
are still repeating the same mistakes again and again like war, violence and injustice.

- 315 words -
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Academic Task 2 Question  janary 2005

WRITING TASX 2

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task.
Write about the following topic:
Some teachers say students should be organised into groups to study, while

athers argue that students should be made to study alone.

Tell the benefits of each study method. Which one do you think is more
effective?

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from vour own
knowledge or experience.

Write at least 250 words.

Model Essay

Group study has been shown to be an effective method for students to become suc-
cessful learners, but while most students have been accustomed to this traditional way of
learning, others prefer to study alone at their own pace. The two approaches each have
distinct advantages, and the choice is more a matter of personal preference.

Group study is strongly advocated by some because it requires the sharing of ideas
amongst group members. During group study, students listen to what their fellow stu-
dents say and debate with them if there is a disagreement. Naturally, their communica-
tion skills and critical thinking abilities are greatly enhanced. Moreover, peer pressure
can be a positive force which can motivate and challenge the students to do their best.
The competitive learning environment also prepares the students for the future reality.

However, studying alone also offers some unique benefits to the students. First of
all, the individual learner is kept away from the distracting conversation or unnecessary
interruptions in a classroom with many students. Then they can concentrate well and
make more efficient use of their time. Also, the individual learner can pace his own
learning and decide for himself when to start or when to stop. This is especially helpful to
those intellectually gifted students who may be bored with regular but simple classroom
teaching.
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In conclusion, there are strong arguments for each study method, but as far as I am
concerned, group study is more effective because I feel that if the learner shares what he
knows with someone else, then his own understanding of the subject matter could be
further improved.

- 267 words -
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Academic Task 2 Question  april 2009

TASK 2
You should spend about 40 minutes on this task.
Write about the following topic:
Saome people think museums should be enjoyable places to attract and

entertain young people. Others think the purpose of museums is to educate,
not to entertain.

Discuss both views and give your own opinion.

Give reasons for your answer and include any rélevant examples from your own
knowledge or experience.

Write at least 250 words.

Model Essay

Museums are the places in which objects of artistic, cultural, historical or scientific
interest are kept and shown to the public. These objects are mainly for the purpose
of visitors’ acquisition of knowledge, or study, or education. However, there is now a
debate within museums as to whether they should educate or entertain young people.

Some people think that museums should be entertaining in order to attract young
people. The purpose of a visit by the young to the museum is to learn and satisfy their
curiosity. Hence, the best way for the young people is to interact with the exhibits.
To illustrate an object in a meaningfully entertaining way or with an interesting and
attractive background can make them enjoy more and appreciate better the value an
object represents.

However, others maintain that museums are there to educate, not to entertain.
The exhibits are no ordinary ones. The cultural relics are priceless in that they are the
witness of history. A small piece collected from a Second World War battlefield may
foster young people’s patriotism. A futuristic science scenario calls for the young to
devote great efforts to its realisation.

I feel that museums can play a big role in keeping themselves relevant to today’s
young people. Different methods to showcase the value and interest of the exhibits
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could be used in order for the young to understand culture, art, history and science.
This blend of education and entertainment is the key for how the museum can appeal
to and attract more young visitors.

S - 255 words -
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General Training Task 2 Question  june 2009

WRITING TASK 2

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task.
Write about the following topic:
In modern society, many people think primary schools should teach science

and technology rather than history and geography, which are useless and
boring.

Do you agree or disagree with this statement?

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own
knowledge or experience.

Write at least 250 words.

Model Essay

The matter of the fact is that modern society expects its students and prospective
professionals with an all-round pool of knowledge and skills. The topic statement clearly
plays favourite with sciences while belittling liberal arts, which, in my view, is biased
and misleading, and may also cause negative influences among students.

Those people who advocate that only science and technology subjects should be
taught at school are ignorant of what knowledge is composed of. They fail to understand
the relationships between different subjects and their mutual overlap; they only see the
individual trees in the forest, rather than the forest as a whole. A student cannot learn
science well without a basic knowledge of human evolution and scientific history. In
order to learn technology well, a student must start from the very basics of geography
that deals with the interaction of the diverse physical, biological and cultural features
of the earth’s surface.

Furthermore, I feel that those people may indeed be somewhat short-sighted as they
see nothing but the possible commercial benefits that science and technology products
could generate. It is true that state-of-the-art devices are an important part of our lives,
but this should not mean that the achievements of other subjects are brushed aside.
A society needs well-educated people in all fields, including history, geography, and
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many others like arts and music. They are equally important as sciences, and all play a

significant and expansive role in the society.
In the final analysis, the primary school is a seat of learning to develop intelligence
and talents. There should not be any prejudice at all towards a series of subjects offered.
- 272 words -
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Academic Task 2 Question juy 2006

WRITING TASK 2

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task.
Write abeut the following topic:

Earlier technologjcal developments brought more benefits and changed the
lives of ordinary people more than recent technological developments.

To what extent do you agree or disagree?

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from vour own
knowledge or experience.

Write at least 250 words.

Model Essay

Fire, writing, the wheel: all great and important inventions, and such an important part
of the fabric of our society but very much overshadowed by other recent developments
in technology: computers, digital technology and the Internet.

Who are the ordinary people in our society? The middle class with their new apartments,
nice white-collar jobs, and cars double-parked on the street, or the struggling working
class, farmers and homeless who have to constantly strive to put food in their mouths
and a roof over their heads? For this second group, it is hard to find where the benefits
of modern technology are available to them. Do they have access to modern health care,
modern communication technology, or modern comforts? Often not — many of the
new developments are not even reaching huge sectors of our communities, either in this
country or other developing, undeveloped or even developed countries.

But these late, modern changes would not have been possible without the earlier
developments. Fire creates heat necessary for working with iron; writing is at the base of
our communication systems; and wheels are under our cars and in our watches.

It follows therefore that the earlier developments which have continued to exist
(obviously some earlier inventions were found to be irrelevant and consequently lost
— the record player, for example) are still bringing benefits to us long after they were
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invented even though they have disappeared from our thinking. In the future, sitting at
a computer may seem very old-fashioned, but whatever we use, it will probably be the
product of fire, and somehow made possible with the use of wheels and writing.

- 269 words -

www.nhantriviet.com 111



Academic Task 2 Question  january 2006

WRITING TASK 2

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task.
Write abourt the following topic:
There are social, medical and technical problems associated with the use of

mobile phones. What forms do they take? Do you agree that the problems
outweigh the benefits of mobile phones?

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own
knowledge or experience.

Write at least 250 words.

Model Essay

Mobile phones are frequently used in almost all aspects of our daily lives. However,
a variety of potential problems including social, medical and technical ones arise, which
far outweigh the benefits they bring to people.

It is undeniable that mobile phones have facilitated our lives in many difterent ways.
For example, when an emergency occurs, such as a traffic accident or a violent crime,
mobile phones can help the victims to call the police or an ambulance immediately for
help. They also make people work faster and more efficiently, as people can send or
read emails via a mobile phone, and communicate quickly and easily with their clients
and co-workers.

However, there is an opinion that the wide application of mobile phones also exerts
a negative influence on the society, an individual’s health and technological develop-
ment. Indeed, it is the case that talking on cell phone in public with high voice disturbs
people around. Moreover, as far as radiation of cell phone is concerned, scientific evi-
dence has shown that radiation that a working mobile phone produces has the potential
to cause brain cancer and cardiovascular diseases. Apart from the health problems, a
range of technical defects would give rise to a series of dangers. For instance, using
mobile phones on board a plane may affect the navigation system of the aircraft, which
will endanger the lives of the passengers.

L

112 www.nhantriviet.com



Given the above arguments, it is reasonable to conclude that although mobile
phones have some benefits, the negative influences they have produced should not be
overlooked because the downsides far exceed the merits.
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Academic Task 2 Question  rebruary 2005

WRITING TASK 2

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task.

Write about the following topic:

Leisure is a growing industry, but people no longer entertain themselves
as much as they used to hecause the use of modern technology has made
them less creative.

Do you agree or disagree with this statement?

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own
knowledge or experience.

Write at least 250 words.

Model Essay
Entertainment helps people relieve their pressure from work and study. However,

whilst recreational activities are getting increasingly diversified, many people unfortu-
nately find that they cannot get entertained as much as they did in the past.

In some areas, modern technology allows the expression of human creativity to go
unhindered. Indeed, with up-to-date computer graphics technology, some astonishing
special effects are frequently shown in Hollywood movies, particularly in some science-
fiction works. Moreover, with the invention of the Internet, game lovers across the
globe can explore the fun of online entertainment in a virtual world full of mystery and
adventure.

Nevertheless, in most cases, the overuse of modern technology has made life less
entertaining than it could have been. Take the music industry as an example. Unlike
their predecessors who were constantly exploring life for inspiration and originality,
today’s artists are confined to studios, relying on computerised processing and techniques
for their work. As a result, despite the mass production of popular songs and music, we
rarely find a truly remarkable piece. Imagine again those childhood games we all have
played such as “Hide and Seek” or “Drop the Handkerchief”. Simple as they may be,
these activities offered us the real excitement of going outside and having fun with
our friends. By contrast, nowadays, an increasing number of people are following a
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sedentary and isolated lifestyle due to the popularity of modern entertainment forms
such as watching TV and playing video games.

Given the above arguments, it is reasonable to assume that although modern tech-
nology has made our life easier and more comfortable, it takes away the real pleasure of
creative entertainment.
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Academic Task 2 Question  rebruary 2009

WRITING TASK 2

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task.
Write about the following topic:
Nowadays, technological developments are causing environmental problems.

Many people think that we should live a simpler life while others believe
that technology can solve environmental problems.

Discuss both views and give your own opinion.

Give reasons for vour answer and include any relevant examples from your own
knowledge or experience.

Write at least 250 words.

Model Essay

Since the Industrial Revolution was initiated in the late 18th century, science and
technology has advanced in leaps and bounds. Our world and our life have both
changed tremendously. However, environmental problems have also occurred in
their wake.

Our global environment has been severely affected and even damaged as a result
of the increasing industrialisation of the world and the pursuit of and use of modern
technology. Life has also become increasingly mechanised. There are some people
who claim that a simpler life is more preferable as it is less dependent upon fashion-
able devices and less in the grip of those so-called modern technologies. The more
machines are used, the more damage is caused to the environment.

The damage to the environment by scientific and technological developments can
only be addressed, if not improved, by the continuous advancement of science and
technology. For example, the latest environment-friendly farming methods use less
land but produce a higher crop yield. People are now living a much more comfortable
and healthier life than at any time in history. Yet there are still many problems for
science as well as technology to find a solution to. One of the biggest challenges is
what alternative energy sources can be found and utilised to replace the limited and
dwindling supply of fossil fuels.
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In the process of developing science and technology for human civilisation from
industrialisation to computerisation to today’s digitalisation, problems that are not
friendly to the environment have appeared. However, the main purpose of techno-
logical innovation and creation is to make human life better and safer, and to return
to a life without this technology on which we have generally become so dependent
is, I feel, impractical and, furthermore, impossible.

I believe that the wheel of science and technology will, and should, continue to
roll on, and thanks to our ingenuity, new inventions will be created to overcome the
current problems that have proved so detrimental to our environment.

- 325 words -
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Academic Task 2 Question august 2007

WRITING TASK 2

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task.
Write about the following topic:

Some people say that it is the responsibility of individuals to save money for
their own care after they retire.

To what extent do you agree or disagree?

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own
Knowledge or experience,

Write at least 250 words.

Model Essay

As the baby boomers born in the post-WWII period exceed their retirement age, they
are placing an incredibly tremendous burden on the society. The ensuing rapid deple-
tion of social security fund and strained financial sources available have prompted
many to save up sufficient money for their own good after they retire. This alternative
possibility is obviously not rested on solid ground.

The retired elderly people are often labelled as being overly financially dependent.
They have no access to any source of income, and their expenses would culminate into
quite a formidable figure. Be this as it may, it is still regarded the primary responsibil-
ities of the government to take care of the retired in consideration of their immense
contributions to our society before they reach the retirement age. Once they leave
their jobs to relish the terminal stage of their life due to their physical inferiority, the
government should, beyond any doubt, assume the obligation to look after them in
return for their contributions. Besides, children of the retired are also expected to share
the burden of taking care of their parents as a means of paying their due filial piety.

Some people might argue that the elderly people are gradually exhausting a
large amount of social fund, posing a serious threat to the economic development and
significantly undermining any potential endeavour to be mounted in other areas.
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Apparently, this could hardly be justified. The well-being of the retired people is as
important as any other issues confronting any government. They are as much entitled
to social welfare as any other groups of people. In fact, they constitute the majority
of people who are deserving of financial support offered by the government. Pension
fund is clearly not an option when it comes to downsizing the government budget.
Pension scheme plays an essential role in guaranteeing the self-sufficient life of
the retired people. As long as both the government and younger generation shoulder
their share of responsibilities, the lives of the retired as well as the society would be
much better off.
- 342 words -
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Academic Task 2 QueStion September 2007

WRITING TASK 2

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task.
Write about the following topic:
Many countries spend a lot of money on art. Some people think investment

in art is necessary, but others say money is better spent in improving health
and education.

Discuss both these views and give your own opinion.

Give reasons lor your answer and include any relevant examples from your own
knowledge or experience.

Write at least 250 words.

Model Essay

I definitely agree that the government is wasting public money on art when there
are much more important things to spend money on, such as improving medical and
educational services. Art is an indulgence for a few developed countries. Most other
countries have other priorities.

I read on a reputable website that the nutrition in some areas is so poor that many
babies do not survive past the first year and that life expectancy is less than 50 years.
feel terrible when I read these reports, and my heart goes out to these people. I spent a
month doing volunteer work in a remote village last summer holiday and I saw these
conditions with my own eyes.

I ask, “What should our priorities be?” Surely, living people are higher priority than
inanimate statues. It seems to me that the government cares more about appearances,
having cities look impressive, than the lives of people. The money that is spent on
public art projects should be stopped and diverted to humanitarian projects, educa-
tion, agriculture, etc.

Some people will assert that art is important in society, and I agree it is. There will
always be artists. My argument is that in a developing country, we have to pay atten-
tion to the basics first. The issue here is whether public money should be spent on art,
and I do not think it should, not when people are living (and dying) in poer conditions.
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For the reasons I have outlined, I believe that the government has a responsibility
to provide the basic needs of people before it finances decorative art projects.
- 267 words -
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General Training Task 2 Question  august 2006

TASK 2
You should spend about 40 minutes on this task.

Write about the following topic:

More and 'more people use private cars instead of taking public transport.

What are the reasons for this trend? How can the government encourage
people to take public transport?

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own
knowledge or experience.

Write at least 250 words.

Model Essay

Most people know that driving private cars places a severe strain on cities’ traffic
and air-quality levels. However, very few are willing to give up driving and use public
transport instead.

One reason for this is that to many people, a private car offers a sense of freedom
and mobility. For example, they can drive their car to any supermarket in the city and
return home with a boot full of groceries. Also, they can drive home from work late at
night while others are anxiously waiting for public transport.

To other people, having a car increases their social position. Owning a car — especially
an expensive one — is a sign of their wealth or high social status. Consequently, they
refuse to use public transport because they feel that squeezing into an overcrowded train
or bus in rush hours is only for people with limited means.

There are, however, measures the government could take to encourage the use of
public transport. The first action could be to improve the service, like ensuring buses are
punctual, installing more comfortable seats in waiting areas, and providing additional
bus routes. Furthermore, lowering fares would also be a very effective way of encouraging
people to use the system. Finally, the government could educate people about the
devastating impact of vehicle emissions on the environment so they would be less likely

to drive.
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If the above actions were taken, it would not be long before people realised that
taking public transport is a much cheaper, more comfortable and more environmentally
friendly option than driving their own car.

- 261 words -
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Academic Task 2 Question w2006
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WRITING TASK 2
You should spend about 40 minutes.on this task.
Write about the following topic:

Housing shoertage in big cities can cause severe social consequences. Some
people think only government actions can solve this problem.

To what extent do you agree or disagree?

(Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own
knowledge or experience,

Write at least 250 words.

T o o T U D R RS SR

Model Essay

The world population is growing alarmingly and this is putting enormous pressure on
urban housing. In many big cities, poor people are living in overcrowded areas because
of severe housing shortages, while increasing demand for larger and more comfortable
homes is pushing up the prices of living for even the wealthier members of the society.
I believe that to address this social problem, both the government and the individual
citizens have their respective roles to play.

A number of possible solutions have been put forward by the government and have
proved quite effective. In many countries, for example, the government is building satel-
lite towns around the city to absorb the urban population and their housing demand.
Apart from this, some governments have established preferential policies to promote the
construction of high-rise apartment buildings because they meet the demand for more
economical use of land.

On the other hand, people’s choices of housing and attitude to living are also major
factors in the housing equation. Modern people tend to regard homes more as a sign
of status and wealth than as a shelter against the nature. A luxury house with a big
garden is often associated with success and prosperity and is worth striving for all one’s
life. Also, many people are reluctant to live away from the city as they prefer the more
diverse, convenient, and stylish urban life, no matter how crowded it is.
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Therefore, policies and government actions alone cannot solve the housing problems
in big cities. The other important key is a change in people’s concept of living, from
living in large and expensive houses to smaller but functional ones, and from crowded
urban areas to places further away from the city.

- 285 words -
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Academic Task 2 QUEStiOI'l March 2009

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task.
Write about the following topic;
It is more important for the government to spend money on promoting the

healthy lifestyle to prevent illness rather than on the treatment of people
who are really ill.

To what extent do you agree or disagree?

Give reasons for vour answer and include any relevant examples from your own
knowledge or experience.

Write at least 250 words.

Model Essay

To maintain a good lifestyle is to avoid any ailment from occurring. However,
when a person falls ill, treatment should be immediate and effective. A healthy life-
style as well as timely medical attention and cure for any illness are, therefore, equally
important.

For every individual, personal well-being should be their main concern, as no one
wants to suffer from any kind of illness. Therefore, I feel that it is the responsibility
of the government to promote its citizens to lead a healthy and sound life. A case in
point is the pandemic HINI. The government has set up an early warning system
to advise the citizens how to avoid contracting and therefore limiting the spread of
the virus. To create a healthy lifestyle for citizens, the government needs to utilise all
its resources aiming at promoting healthy life habits and minimising the possibilities
for people to get sick: national and local health campaigns should be introduced and
maintained to educate the public about healthy lifestyles as well as the dangers of
smoking or drinking - among many other examples.

What is equally important is that the government should offer universal medical
care for those who do become ill. Humans can suffer from various kinds of diseases
and entitlement to social welfare is every citizen’s right. The government should take
all reasonable measures available and possible to help those who are sick.
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To encourage people to have a healthy lifestyle and to offer responsible medical
care should go hand in hand as they are complementary to each other and therefore
both should be a part of government policy.

- 266 words -
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Academic Task 2 Question  march 2009

WRITING TASK 2
You should spend about 40 minutes on this task.
Write about the following topic:

Some people believe music plays an important role in society, while others
think it is only a form of entertainment for individuals.

Discuss both views and give your own opinion.

Give reasons [or your answer and include any relevant examples from your own
knowledge or experience.

Write at least 250 words.

Model Essay

There is no doubt that music is an important element in society as it is the combin-
ation of art and culture. Music can be pleasant, exciting, relaxing, stimulating, or many
other things. Some people just listen to music, while others actively play music and
others still can experiment with the effects of music.

Each human society or culture produces its own musical pieces, many of which are
deeply cultural and are sometimes played on uniquely cultural instruments, especially
traditional forms of music. It is no exaggeration to say that good music can become an
instant hit in society and may even be successful cross-culturally. Music is regarded as an
international language for cross-cultural communication and exchanges. The beautiful
rthythm and melody of Secret Garden are moving and touching as its main refrain appeals
to everyone and all to live in harmony in society. Beethoven’s Choral encourages people
to care for each other to overcome obstacles in life and pursue happiness.

Because music is so diverse, it can satisfy the different needs of different people at
different times. Music is a deeply personal form of entertainment; some individuals may
like classics such as Italian operas or Baroque music whereas others turn to pop music,
The Beatles had millions of audiences worldwide glued to their televisions.

I feel that it is not important to argue whether music is important for a society or
simply as entertainment for an individual. Rather, what is significant is that music works
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are the consummation of a society’s art and culture. From music we can get enjoyment,
and through music we draw spiritual satisfaction.
- 267 words -
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Academic Task 2 Question iy 2009

WRITING TASK 2

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task.

Write about the following topic:

People think that a hundred years ago, the human race was steadily
improving in every area of life. Nowadays, there is no certainty of this case.
In which areas do you think we have made important progress nowadays? In
which areas do you think we still need to make progress?

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own
knowledge or experience.

Write at least 250 words.

Model Essay

We frequently learn from the historical documents that enormous advance happened
almost each era: the Renaissance from the fourteenth to the sixteenth century and the
Industrial Revolution in the eighteenth century, the two typical movements in human
history, affected the whole world in an unbelievable way. This essay will talk about
the crucial progress the human race has made and the fields supposed to be improved
more.

First of all, medical advance has changed the world to a totally new face. Before,
when the average life expectancy was only 30 years or so, people often died from
common diseases like flu and diarrhoea. Nowadays, however, three or four generations
can live happily together, with the eldest one more than 100, which is never few and
far between. The wholesome medical care can easily cure even some rare diseases.

Also, the current society has witnessed huge progress in industry. The wholesale
food, clothes, cars, and houses are all typical examples of this improvement. Also, it
is not strange to see only one person working in a big factory for the machines have
replaced people in many positions.

The advance, however, seems to slow down and almost cease in some areas. For
example, environmental problems are a huge headache to be dealt with. We need more
advanced methods to handle the environmental pollution, like the ozone hole, the
greenhouse effect, etc.

L}
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In conclusion, although the human race is improving much more slowly than
previous centuries and many fields should be improved, the real consolation is that
humans have benefited much from the progress.

- 261 words -
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Academic Task 2 Question july 2009

WRITING TASK 2

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task.
Write about the following topic:
Many people are optimistic about the 21st century and see it as an

opportunity to make positive changes to the world.

To what extent do you agree or disagree with their optimism? What changes
would you like to see in the new century?

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own
knowledge or experience.

Write at least 250 words.

Model Essay

Many people are optimistic about the 21st century. They hold the belief that people’s
life and the relationship between nations will be improved greatly in the new century.
They see it as an opportunity to make positive changes to the world. Personally, I am in
favour of the opinion.

Firstly, the new century has seen a radical improvement in high technology, which
provides effective methods to some intractable problems that have long haunted man,
like starvation, incurable diseases, water shortage, and so on. Properly used, the new tech-
nology will benefit man greatly. Although some people are technology pessimists and
hold that high tech will harm or even destroy the human beings, it cannot be denied that
technology improves our life dramatically, making a decent life possible.

In addition to the progress in technology, the communication between countries
has been promoted at an unprecedented level. Unlike before when individual countries
struggled for development of economy or society, the globalisation links the whole world
together. Despite the existing divergence between some nations, the world is more and
more likely to be a complete unit, where countries have common interests and prospects.

To sum up, I am optimistic that the world will undertake positive changes in the new
century. Thanks to the appliance of new techniques, man will be able to tackle some spiny
problems. Gene engineering, for example, will be applied widely and help us resolve the

L
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problem of food shortage in poverty-stricken countries. Some deadly diseases like cancers
will be curable. And with the development of globalisation, I hope developed countries
will attend more to small developing countries, making a peaceful and flourishing world.
Just like one song by Célion Dion, it is A Whole New World.

- 286 words -
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Academic Task 2 Question  august 2009

WRITING TASK 2

You should spend about 4{) minutes on this task.

Write about the following topic:

in the past, people used to travel to see the difference from their home
country. However, the sceneries in places around the world seem similar
nowadays. What are the causes of these similarities? Do you think that the
advantages of these similarities outweigh the disadvantages?

Give reasons for vour answer and include any relevant examples from your own
knowledge or experience.

Write at least 250 words.

Model Essay

Global tourism is enjoying an upsurge of popularity nowadays. However, this trend
is accompanied with many complaints that similarities of the sceneries considerably
reduce the delights of the travel. Globalisation, in my mind, is the greatest culprit.

As is called, globalisation unifies the world in many different aspects. Girls in
Shanghai can be witnessed to have the same street look as those in Paris and Milan;
KFC and Pizza Hut are popular in Bangkok as they are back in California; the amazing
film “2012” was premiered internationally at the same moment. Tourist attractions
cannot escape from this sweeping trend. Therefore, it is quite normal to hear the comment
from a tourist in Hong Kong, claiming that what he or she has seen is just the same as
in Tokyo.

This phenomenon, to me, is a depressing one. People may have sacrificed too many
of their culture identities for this. Culture is our ancestors’ most treasurable heritage
that is supposed to be passed on from generation to generation. It would be disastrous
if people could only recall those busy shopping streets instead of the traditional lanes
and houses after their trip in Vietnam. And I remember how frustrated I was when I
found a lot of popular souvenirs in some foreign countries could be bought back in Ho
Chi Minh City — those delicate wooden sculptures really seemed far less appealing to me.

13
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Since the trend of globalisation is inevitable, I suggest that both the local govern-
ment and the public make joint efforts in protecting and preserving their unique cultural
features. Otherwise, global tourism would eventually turn to be boring and pointless.

- 269 words -
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Academic Task 1 QUEStiOIl October 2009

(This question is identical to the question of October 2006.)

WRITING TASK 1

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.

The chart below shows the changes in car ownership in Great Britain
between 1961 and 2001.

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features,
and make comparisons where relevant.

You should write at least 150 words.

Model Essay

The line graph shows the variation in the percentage of households that owned no
car, one car, and two or more cars in Britain during a 40-year period from 1961 to 2001.

As can be seen from the chart, the car was a much less popular household item in the
1960s than it is today. Nearly 65% of British families did not have a car of their own
in 1961, about one third had only one car, and no families owned two or more cars.

L}
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The next 20 years, however, saw a significant increase in car ownership. In 1981, 15%
of British families owned two or more cars, while the percentage of families with one car
reached a peak of 50%. During the same period, the percentage of households with no
car decreased sharply to approximately 35%.

From 1981 to 2001, an increasing number of families purchased an additional car,
pushing the percentage of houscholds with two or more cars to a record high of nearly
30%. Families with only one car were still the majority, but their percentage had dropped
slightly to about 43% by 2001. The percentage of families without a car, not surprisingly,
kept decreasing to less than 30% at the end of the 40-year period.

- 209 words -

= Key Vocabulary §
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Academic Task 1 Question  june 2007

WRITING TASK 1

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.

The line graph shows the size of the global population from 1400 to 2000,
and the pie charts show the global population by region in 12900 and 2000.

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features,
and make comparisons where relevant.

You should write at least 150 words,

Europe
245
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Model Essay

These graphs give information about the growth of the global population from 1400
to 2000 and its distribution over different continents at the beginning of the 20th and
21st centuries.

Overall, the world population rose sharply from less than 500 million in the 1400s
to 6 billion in 2000, a growth of 12 times over 600 years. The increase was more
dramatic after 1800, and only in the 1700s was there an obvious decline (1.2 billion
to 0.9 billion).

The pie charts show that in both 1900 and 2000, Asia accounted for the largest
share (more than half) of the world population, followed by Europe. But both contin-
ents saw a decline in their percentage of the world population, the former from 60%
to 54% and the latter from 24% to 14%. On the other hand, the percentage of the
world population in Africa and Latin America grew considerably from 4.5% to 13%
and from 3% to 8% respectively. However, North America showed no change, re-
maining constant at 5% of the world population. The percentage in other areas rose
from 3.5% to 6%.

In conclusion, most of the population growth occurred in developing countries in
Africa and Latin America.

- 199 words -
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Academic Task 1 Question  august 2006

WRITING TASK 1

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.

The charts below show the percentage of men and women in different
weight groups in England between 1993 and 2002.

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features,
and make comparisons where relevant.

You should write at least 150 words.
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Model Essay

The two charts divide the population in England into four different weight cat-
egories and show the proportion of men and women in each category over a 9-year
period.

In 1993, a little less than half the male population in England (47%) was within
the healthy weight range, but the percentage dropped to 40% in 1998 and continued
to decline slightly to about 38% in 2002. By comparison, the percentage of men who
were overweight had an opposite trend, rising in two stages from 42% in 1993 to 45%
in 1998 and finally 46% in 2002. During the same time, there was a modest increase
in the obesity rate in the male population from 10% to 15%, while the proportion of
dangerously obese men remained low at about 2%.

Compared with the weight development in the male population, that of female
had a quite similar trend over the same period. Women who had healthy weight and
who were overweight constituted the vast majority of the female population, while
the remaining 15% to 20% were considered obese or dangerously obese.

It seems that the whole population in England was becoming increasingly over-
weight, and the obesity rate was constantly higher in the female population than in
the male population.

- 206 words -

- * proportion ' ty lé
The level of ¢rime in an area is almost always in direct proportion to the number of
unemployed.

* range (1) tam; pham vi; nhém
The coat was in /out of my price range.

~ + modest (udj) khiém t5n; gidn di: vira phai
They live in a fairly modest house, considering their wealth.

« obesity (# subéo phi
A diet that is high in fat can lead to obesity.
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Academic Task 1 Question juy 2006

N L e L L it e

WRITING TASK 1

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.

The graphs below show the size of the ozone hole over Antarctica and the
production of three ozone-damaging gases from 1980 1o 2000,

Summarise the infarmation by selecting and reporting the main features;
and make comparisons where relevant,

You should write at least 150 words.
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Model Essay

The two line graphs illustrate the change in the ozone hole size over the Antarctica
region and the amount of three gases produced which caused damage to the ozone
layer during the same period.

The ozone hole was at its smallest size of about 400 thousand square kms in 1980,
but 20 years later, it was enlarged by 9 times to 3.6 million square kms. The only period
when there was a reduction in size was in the early 1990s (from 2 to 1.2 million square
kms).

In 1980, about 70 million tonnes of CFC-11 was produced, which remained stable for
2 years before undergoing a steady decline to below 10 million tonnes in the late 1990s.
The production of CFC-12, on the other hand, showed an upward trend throughout
the 20-year period from 28 to 50 million tonnes, surpassing the production of CFC-11
in 1989. N0, however, was not produced until 1990, but its production grew rapidly to
about 40 million tonnes in 2000.

Overall, the two graphs indicate that it was mainly CFC-12 and N,O which gave
rise to the expansion of the ozone hole over Antarctica in the last two decades of the
20th century.

- 199 words -
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Academic Task 1 QU_EStiOH August 2009

(This question is identical to the question of July 2005.)

WRITING TASK 1

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.

The bar chart below shows the three main causes of land damage in four
different areas in the world,

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features,
and make comparisons where relevant,

You should write at least 150 words.

M tree-cutting
Ebreeding
[ farming

Model Essay

The bar chart shows information about the areas of land damaged by human activities
in four major continents of the world.

The areas of land damaged in Africa and Asia are similar, totalling approximately 1,200
million hectares for each, while in Australia and Europe the numbers are considerably
lower, averaging between 300 and 400 million.

13
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Looking at the causes behind land damage, we can see that in Africa, Europe and
especially Australia, breeding is the leading cause of land loss, damaging approximately
500, 120 and 220 million hectares of land respectively. Next comes tree-cutting, which
takes away slightly larger areas of land than farming in all the three regions.

Asia shows a slightly different picture, where tree-cutting activities have led to the
largest amount of land loss (450 million hectares). Breeding and farming account for the
remaining damage (380 and 420 million hectares respectively).

Overall, breeding causes the most pervasive damage to land around the world.
- 156 words -
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Academic Task 1 Question pecember 2007

WRITING TASK 1

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.

The chart gives information about the amount of oil discovered worldwide
from 1950 to 2020.

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features,
and make cemparisons where relevant:

You should write at least 150 words.

Model Essay

This bar chart shows the changes in the amount of oil discovered worldwide every
5 years from 1950 to 2005 and the predicted figures from 2010 to 2020.

In 1950, world oil discovery stood at 20 billion barrels a year, which grew dra-
matically over the next 15 years to reach a peak at approximately 56 billion barrels
in 1965. However, from this year onwards, the growth of oil discovery was suddenly
replaced by a sharply downward trend, with some ups and downs, to approximately
6 billion barrels a year in 2005, about 1/10 of its peak amount in 1965.

¥
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It is predicted that 7 billion barrels of oil will be discovered worldwide in the year
2010, and this figure is forecast to decline steadily to an all-time low of only 3 billion
barrels in 2020.

In conclusion, this chart shows that world oil discovery peaked in the 1960s but
has been declining for over 40 years, and this trend is expected to continue into the
near future.

- 169 words -

8 Key Vocabulary §
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Academic Task 1 Question  pecember 2006

WRITING TA

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.

The graphs below show information about citizenship in the UK.

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features,
and make comparisons where relevant.

You should write at least 150 words.
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Model Essay

The line graph shows the number of immigrants who obtained UK citizenship
between 1962 and 2002, and the bar chart gives a breakdown of the number in 1996
and 2002 according to the continents they came from.

In 1962, the number of people who became UK citizens stood at 20 thousand,
which almost doubled to slightly less than 40 thousand in 1972. Although the next
ten years saw a modest decline, the number increased again to 50 thousand in 1992
and then shot up dramatically to a little below the 120 thousand mark in 2002.

Among the 72 thousand new citizens in the UK in 1996, the vast majority came
from Asia (49 thousand). An equal number (9 thousand) came from Europe and from
Africa, and the remaining 5 thousand was from other regions including America and
Australasia. Six years later, the number of citizens from Asia, Africa and Europe rose,
to 58, 25 and 27 thousand respectively, while immigrants from America, Australasia
and other regions showed a slight drop to 4 thousand.

In conclusion, a surge in immigration from Europe and Africa to the UK contrib-
uted to the rising number of new UK citizens between 1996 and 2002.

- 199 words -
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Academic Task 1 Question  warch 2006

WRITING TASK 1

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.

The bar chart below shaws the passenger kilometres travelled by different
means of transport in the UK in 1990 and 2000,

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features,
and make comparisons where relevant;

You should write art least 150 words.

Model Essay

The bar chart compares five different means of passenger transport in the UK for the
years 1990 and 2000 in terms of total passenger kilometres travelled.

In 1990, a total of 100 billion passenger kilometres were travelled by UK residents
using the surveyed transport methods, which went up slightly by about 10 billion to

+
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reach 110 billion ten years later. This rise in passenger kilometre number was recorded in
air, bus and rail travel, but a slight decline was actually found in bicycle and motorbike

travel.

In this survey, buses and trains were the principal modes of public transport during
the last decade in the UK, each with between 40 and 50 billion kilometres travelled. By
contrast, the annual distance covered by bicycle, motorbike and air travel only represented
an insignificant share, with less than 8 billion passenger kilometres for each.

Overall, there was a growth in “mass transit service” in the UK such as air, bus and
rail travel during the past decade.

+
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Academic Task 1 Question  june 2009
(This question is identical to the question of December 2004.)

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.

ructure of a Europes
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Model Essay

The graphs compare the population make-up of one European country every forty
years from 1901 to 1981, and the estimated number in 2021.

There was a huge increase in the number of people in this country from 38,225,000
in 1901 to 67,180,000 eighty years later, and this upward trend is expected to last
through to the year 2021, when the population is estimated at 87,658,000, more than
double the 1901 figure.

In 1901 and 1941, the age structure in this country was completely the same, with an
overwhelming majority of its population (95%) below 65, 4% between 65 and 85, and
only 1% over 85 years old.

However, the year 1981 saw a sharp increase in the percentage of the elderly.
Altogether, they made up 17% of the total population, whereas the projection for the
year 2021 shows that they will continue to grow but less dramatically to 21% of the total
population (15% for 65—85-year-olds and 6% for over-85-year-olds).

In summary, changes are taking place not only in the number of people but also in
the ages of the people who make up the population in this European country, indicating
it is advancing into an aging society.

- 199 words -
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Academic Task 1 Que3ti0n September 2007

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.

The graphs below show information about electronic games in South
Korea in 2003.

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main
features, and make comparisons where relevant.
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Model Essay

These three pie charts show respectively the age structure of electronic game
players in Korea, their gender distribution as well as the percentage of different types
of games sold in the country. All information was based on the year 2003.

It can be seen from the first chart that electronic game players in Korea were mostly
young people between 18 and 35 (42%). Children and teenagers under 18 years old
were the second largest group (35%), and the remaining 23% were over 35 years old.

The second chart shows that male electronic game players clearly outnumbered
their female counterparts (72% and 28% respectively).

The third chart shows that action games were by far the best-selling genre, con-
stituting 42% of the electronic game sales in Korea. Next come sports and racing
games, which accounted for 21% and 17% respectively. Role-play and education games
had less successful sales, with 7% each. The remaining 6% of the sales went to other
types of games.

In conclusion, young men aged 18 and 35 were the most likely players of electronic
games in Korea, and action games were the most popular genre among Korean players.

- 190 words -
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~In this profession, women outnumber men by two to one (= there are twice as many
women as men).
* counterpart (1) ngudi c6 cung vi tri, chite va hodic ¢6 dde diém tuong uing véi ngudi khac
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Academic Task 1 Question  pi 2006
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[ WRITING TASK 1

3

% You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.

: ' The graphs below show the annual expenditure of university students

/= in three countries in 2003.

§ Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main

Z) features, and make comparisons where relevant.
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Model Essay

The three pie charts show how university students in three countries spent their
money in the year 2003.

In general, students in Country A spent slightly more than those in Country B
(US$5,000 and US$4,500 respectively). In comparison, student expenditure in Coun-
try C was considerably lower, at only US$1,500 per year.

Accommodation and food were the two biggest items of expenditure. Altogether
they constituted around 60% of the total student expenditure in all the three coun-
tries. The difference is that in Countries A and B accommodation spending exceeded
food spending, while the reverse was true for Country C.

The rest of the students’ spending was divided among leisure, books and “others™.
Leisure spending constituted a larger percentage (around 20%) of student expend-
iture in both Countries A and B, while in Country C more money was spent on books
(21%) than on leisure (12%).

Overall, as wealth decreased, the percentage of students’ spending on non-essential
items went down.

- 157 words -
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Academic Task 1 Question  pecember 2005

WRITING TASK 1

You should spend about 20 ' minutes on this task.

The graphs below show information about the weekly work hours in
Australia in 2001.

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main
features, and make comparisons where relevant.

You should write at least 150 words.

A e S
a : (69 million)

" Full-time: 35-40 hours per week

BB Part-time: under 35 hours per week %

i - Long hours: over 41 hours per week = ‘ﬁ}
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Model Essay

The pie charts illustrate the working patterns of Australian employees and owners/
managers by indicating the percentage of them who worked full-time, part-time, or
overtime.,

Australia had an 8.8-million-strong workforce in 2001, among which the vast major-
ity were hired as employees (6.9 million) and the remaining 1.9 million either owners
or managers. Only 29% of Australian employees had a full-time working week of 35-40
hours. 38% of them were working on a part-time basis for less than 35 hours per week,
while a third had long working hours of 41 a week or more.

When it comes to owners or managers, interestingly, two thirds of them had long-
hour working weeks while only about one fifth could have a regular working day. Part-
time working, as can be expected, was relatively rare among owners /managers (only 14%).

Observing the overall workforce does not lead to any surprises as it simply combines
the above two, with about two thirds of all workers working full-time or long hours, and
the remaining one third working part-time.

To sum up, working overtime was over two times more common among owners /
managers than among employees.

- 188 words -
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« remaining 24/ con lai
Bernstein’s two remaining lectures will take place on January 22 and 23. {
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4
S

* ona.. basis trén coso/mot cach... L
Young people who live far away from their parents should visit them on a regular basis.

TP S NILE oy 8

"+ interestingly (do) diéu thi vila...

Interestingly enough, he never actually said that he was innocent.
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 + combine (v két hop
¢ She manages to successfully combine family life and/with a career.
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Academic Task 1 Question  april 2006

WRITI!

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.

The graphs below show the annual spending of a particular UK
university from 1981 to 2001.

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main
features, and make comparisons where relevant.

You should write at least 150 words.

L
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Model Essay

The three pie charts show a UK university’s annual expenditure by category in
1981, 1991 and 2001.

The most significant feature is that salary, including salary to teachers and to other
non-teaching staff, was the major expenditure for this university throughout the
20-year period. The percentage of total spending on teachers’ salary was between 40%
and 55%, while that on other staff’s salary decreased steadily from a third to less than
one fifth.

The remaining expenditures were divided between smaller items such as furniture
and equipment, insurance, and resources. Insurance spending continued to grow, from
only 2% of the total spending in 1981 to 3% in 1991 and 8% in 2001. The percentage
of total spending on resources such as books also increased slightly from 10% to 12%
during the first ten years, but it dropped sharply to 5% in 2001. Spending on furniture
and equipment, however, showed the most dramatic change: After being reduced by
over 50% in 1991, it more than tripled to make up about a quarter of the total amount
a decade later.

- 177 words -

& Key Vocabulary O e M A N A RN

« throughout (p1¢p) xuyén sudt, khap
People throughout the country are out of work.

 « triple (&) tang gdp ba lan
- The workforce has tripled in size since the new factory opened.

e Practical Sentence Pallerns M e e e =
The most significant feature is that...

Khi mb ta biéu 6, ngudi ta thudng ding ciu tric The most significant feature is
that... 8 trinh bay dac diém ndi bat nhét, vi dy cau sau trong bai van miu:

The most significant feature is that salary, including salary to teachers and to other
non-teaching staff, was the major expenditure for this university throughout the 20-year
Ban ciing c6 thé diing céc tit remarkable, important, notable, striking... thay cho
significant.
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Academic Task 1 Question October 2009

(This question is identical to the question of May 2006.)
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WRITING TASK 1

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.

The tables show the average number of students taught by each lecturer
in Australian universities from 1991 to 2007.

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features, §
and make comparisons where relevant.

Il
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g e

You should write at least 150 words.

NP NI T E D S
L 1IN I

RIS

[ecture-based

\‘-I-II k

 Education

: Sociology e 24.2 | Agric y 47 |
g“ - | l -. :—S

?c;:/t/tﬁﬁ e g/t/:‘_/b" R e C e BT TP Fﬁ/ﬁ’wwmii%l

1}

184 www.nhantriviet.com



Model Essay

The tables describe the average number of students under the instruction of each
lecturer in Australian universities from 1991 to 2007 and compare it between two
different categories of subjects in 2001.

In general, it is apparent that the average number of students had increased steadily
every four years by 2003 and is expected to continue its growth in 2007. Whereas
there were only 12.3 students taught by one lecturer in 1991, he was responsible for
teaching 17.1 students in 1999. Also, there were a relatively small number of students
(14.4) inside a classroom in 1995; however, that figure is projected to increase 1.5 times
to 21.6 students in 2007.

In addition, the average number of students in lecture-based subjects was contrastingly
larger than that in laboratory-based ones in 2001. Within the former category, Law
undoubtedly had the greatest number of students of 28.5, while Education boasted the
least — only 22.5 students taught by each instructor. Turning to the latter group, Science
majors were happily enjoying the most individual attention (14.0 of them under one
lecturer). In comparison, 17.5 Chemistry students seemed to be a heavier burden for
each professor.

To summarise, the average number of students has been progressively higher through-
out the years, and the classrooms of Australian universities will become increasingly
crowded in the future.

- 217 words -
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i
.= category (1) hang, loai
There are three categories of accommodation — standard, executive, and deluxe.

e

. = apparent (adj) ro rang ’
:7, I'was on the metro this morning when for no apparent reason the man opposite
+  suddenly screamed. :

s be expected to duge du dodn la
The economy of the after-war country is expected to go worse.

« be responsible for chiu trach nhiém vé
Whe is responsible for this terrible mess?
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Academic Task 1 Question  august 2007

WRITING TASK 1

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.

The table gives information about the female warkforce and female
managers in five countries.

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main
features, and make comparisons where relevant.

You should write at least 150 words.

Percentage of workforce Percentage of managers
who are women who are women

| Japan

& Sri Lanka
B The United St:

—

Model Essay

The table lists the percentage of the total workforce and the percentage of man-
agers who are women in five countries.

The United States has a roughly gender-balanced workforce: women make up
about half the country’s working population (46%). Women in Australia and Japan
have a similar share of the country’s labour force (42% and 41% respectively). Next
comes Sri Lanka with 37% of all workers being women. Finally, Egypt is where the
most striking gender difference is found: there is only one woman for every four men
in the workplace.
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Turning to employment at management levels, the United States and Australia
have a similar percentage of managers who are women (43% and 41% respectively),
which is only slightly lower than the corresponding percentage of women in the
overall workforce. However, managerial positions in the other three countries are
predominantly occupied by men, as women constitute only 12% of all managers in
both Egypt and Japan, and only 9% in Sri Lanka.

To sum up, Australia and the US have the most balanced gender ratio throughout
the workplace while gender difference is the greatest at management levels in Sri
Lanka.

- 189 words -

Key Vocabulary €
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Academic Task 1 Question  august 2006

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.

"'Qg,afm'

The chart below shows the amount of energy consumed in three
countries in the year 2000 and the rate of increase in energy
consumption as compared with the year 1999,

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main
features, and make comparisons where relevant.

ot

You should write at least 150 words.

. Australia |  Japan
Energy Consumption ) 159

Rate of Increase

=
;;

1

Energy Consumption

Rate of Increase

Energy Consumption :

Rate of Increase

Energy Consumption

£V 85

AT E

=
Model Essay

The table shows the energy consumption in Australia, Japan and the USA in 2000
and the rate of increase compared with 1999. '

In general, the USA consumed the largest amount of energy, with 1.42 billion tons
of oil equivalent in total, followed by Japan (403 million tons) and Australia (92 mil-
lion tons). However, Japan enjoyed the fastest rate of increase (42.5%), with Australia
(21.5%) and the USA (13%) ranking second and third respectively.
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With respect to industry, although the USA consumed 420 million tons, more than
the sum of that in Australia (36 million) and Japan (159 million), its rate of increase
from 1999 to 2000 was only 0.9%, far less than that of Australia (28%) and Japan (39%).

The pattern was similar for transport and “others”, with the USA being the leading
energy consumer which had the slowest increase. Japan still had the highest rate
of increase, and Australia ranked second in both energy consumption and rate of
increase. '

Overall, it is apparent that in the three countries, the USA consumed energy most,
while Japan had the fastest rate of increase in energy consumption during the period
of 1999 to 2000. |

- 192 words -
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Academic Task 1 Question  November 2005
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WRITING TASK 1

You should spend about 20 minutes on this rask.

The table below shows the monthly expenditure of an average
Australian family in 1991 and 2001.

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main
features, and make comparisons where relevant.

You should write at least 150 words.

1991 2001

Australian Dollar Per Month

" Electricity and Water

| Clothing

8 Housing

| Transport

&= Other goods and services*

il

{ Total

st AR R s SR o e S et il i P i i R St i o i R o e U o R

§

Model Essay

The table shows changes in the spending patterns of an average Australian house-
hold between 1991 and 2001. In general, Australian household spending was higher
in 2001 than in 1991, but the difference was not significant (AU$715 per month and

AUS$675 per month respectively).
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The amount of monthly spending on electricity and water saw a dramatic increase
over the 10-year period from AU$75 to AU$120. Yet in terms of the expenditure
on non-essential goods and services, the rising trend was less obvious with a minor
increase of AU$20. At the same time, the amount of money spent on food and hous-
ing rose only slightly from AUS$155 to AU$160 and AU$95 to AU$100 respectively.

However, there was a decrease in expenditure on the other two items. Australians
spent one third less on clothing, which fell from AU$30 to AU$20. Similarly, expend-
iture on transport dropped from AU$70 in 1991 to AU$4S5 in 2001.

It seems that food and “other goods and services” were the two biggest items of
expenditure. Altogether, they accounted for more than half of the total household
spending. By comparison, Australians spent little on dressing up.

- 186 words -
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Academic Task 1 Question  November 2005

: : == B
i : : : 2
i WRITING TASK 1 gi’,

You should spend . about 20 minutes on this task.

The table below shows Some data regarding Australia’s nursing
employment and total workforce in 1987 and 2001.

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features,
and make comparisons where relevant.

You should write at least 150 words.

Directors of nursing
R e ' 23l i
Senior nurses 20,00 ;

| Junior nurses : 28.000

tant nurses 117,000 112,000

Total nursing employment | 180,000 | 161.200 |

3,738,000

Model Essay

This table shows changes in Australia’s nursing employment between 1987 and

2001. The nursing workforce represented in this table consists of nurses working at four
different levels. As expected, the higher the level, the lower the employment number.

During these 14 years, Australia’s entire labour force grew from 2,728,000 to
3,738,000, an increase of 37%. Despite this impressive growth in the total workforce,
however, there was a 10% decrease from 180,000 to 161,200 in the number of employees
in the nursing sector.
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The vast majority of the nurses were working at the lowest level, i.e. assistant nurses,
whose number remained largely unchanged between 1987 and 2001 (117,000 and
112,000 respectively). However, the number of senior nurses and that of junior nurses
decreased dramatically, the former by 20% from 20,000 to 16,000 and the latter by
28% from 39,000 to 28,000.

The significant drop in employment numbers at lower levels was somewhat compen-
sated by a 30% increase in the number working at the highest level (directors of nursing)
from 4,000 to 5,200.

Overall, the table suggests that the development of the nursing employment in
Australia was incompatible with the growth of its total workforce.

- 193 words -
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Academic Task 1 QUEStion September 2009

(This question is identical to the question of January 2006.)
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WRITING TASK 1 C
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You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.

The flow chart below shows the three stages of glass bottle recycling.

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main
features, and make comparisons where relevant.

f':.“&r' (TS )

You should write at least 130 words. =
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Model Essay

This diagram illustrates the recycling process of glass bottles. The whole process is a
cycle which can be divided into three main stages.

In the first stage, used bottles are collected at a collecting point, ready to be trans-
ported by a truck. The second stage first takes place in a cleaning plant, where these
used bottles are sorted by colour into green, brown, and clear ones, and washed by high-
pressurised water. When this cleaning process finishes, the bottles are transported to a
glass factory where they are cut into pieces which are then poured into a furnace. After
being heated in the furnace, the molten glass, mixed with added glass liquid from other
sources, flows into a glass mould. After the remoulding process, a new bottle emerges.

In the final stage, new, empty bottles are filled with liquid, packed and despatched
to the supermarket, ready to be picked by consumers. At this point, a cycle has been
completed and a new cycle will begin.

- 164 words -
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Academic Task 1 Question  rebruary 2007
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You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.

The diagram below shows how to recycle organic waste to produce
garden fertiliser (compost).

e
2
2
2
§
=

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main
features, and make comparisons where relevant.

spane

5

You should write at least 150 words.

sabtt

Safulapata
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»
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newspapers
grass

garden

5
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{
|
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Model Essay

This series of five diagrams shows how three kinds of organic wastes (newspapers,
grass, and waste food) are turned into a chemical mixture or fertiliser to be used for
garden plants.

A plastic container — two cubic metres in volume — stores these wastes. On its four
walls are three tiers of vents for air coming in and going out.

Waste food lies at the bottom of the container and piles up to 15cm in height. On
its top is grass, which is also 15c¢m in thickness. Then shredded newspapers are spread
OVEr.

Nitrogen is poured in. Water is needed only when it is hot in weather. With the
cover taghtly closed on the container, the decomposition process of these organic

wastes is starting under the effect of heat and vapour begins emitting out, too. The
biogas rises con_tinuonsly from the pile of the wastes and releases out.

After six months of fermentation, all the wastes are finally converted into fertiliser.
This illustrates a chain of chemical reactions that can transform what are the wastes
to something useful, even valuable.

- 178 words -

204 www.nhantriviet.com



Academic Task 1 Question  rebruary 2006

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.

The diagrams below show the problem of flooding in a UK town and
two possible solutions.

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main
features, and make comparisons where relevant.

Residential area

Industrial park
Flooding !
area i

Commercial buildings

Industrial park : : :r

Solution 1— =7
Relocation e % ey = :
Advantage: Flooding ;

L area 2
Environmental =

tecti

prf) ection River B —=B
Disadvantage: g I8
High cost _1 :

lammercial buﬂding:l

-—— Dam

Solution 2 — Dam
Advantage: Low cost

Disadvantage:
Affect land
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Model Essay

The three diagrams highlight a flooding problem in a UK town and outline two
possible solutions to this problem; one solution is less costly but affects the environment
more, while the other proposal has a higher cost but is less damaging to the environ-
ment. The flooding problem occurs in an area where two rivers join to form one and the
area affected contains residential housing, commercial buildings, and an industrial park.

One solution to the problem is to relocate the affected developments to nearby areas
which are slightly further away from the river. The downside of this is that it would be
very costly, but the upside is that it would result in less environmental damage.

The other solution is to dam the two rivers causing the flooding. This is a much
cheaper option but would result in more area being taken up by the resulting reservoirs
behind the dams, thus leading to more environmental damage.

- 156 words -
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Academic Task 1 Question september 2006

%NMmQMMvmmmgmmmm g o W patelin Fraonboen s o It e B

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.

O ENANRF

The diagrams below show the development of the village of Kelsbey =
between 1780 and 2000.

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main
features, and make comparisons where relevant.
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Model Essay

The three diagrams illustrate what the village of Kelsbey looked like in 1780, 1860
and 2000.

In 1780, Kelsbey had only 100 homes, but it had a large expanse of woods in the
eastern part of the village and four plots of farmland in the middle. In the west, there
was a river running from north to south.

The year 1860 saw a doubling of the number of homes, but the size of farmland and
woods was reduced by half. In the same year, a bridge could be seen over the river and
a road was constructed linking the river to the residences.

140 years later, the number of homes more than doubled to 500, but farms and woods
completely disappeared. Several school buildings and sports facilities were constructed at
the south-eastern corner of the village, which were connected with the residential area
in the north by a newly built road. Some shops opened up along the river bank, and a
large stretch of wetland for birds was established at the southern end of the river.

- 175 words -

e Ky Vocabulary S e e

+ expanse (1) ving (dét, bién...) rong lén
She gazed at the immense expanse of the sea.
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There are several plots of land for sale.
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General Training Task 1 Question  ay 2007

WRITING TASK 1

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.

You are living in a rented apartment, but you have found some problems with
the furniture. Write a letter to your landlord. In your letter, you should:

= say who you are
« explain the problems
« say what you want your landlord to do

Write at least 150 words.

You do NOT need to write any addresses.

Begin vour letter as follows:

Model Essay

Dear Mr. Smith,

I am your tenant from Flat 3 on Riverside Street. We met each other when I signed
the rental agreement in your office.

I have lived here for 6 months now and I am writing to complain about some of
the furniture. As you may remember, the dining table is in very poor condition and
has uneven legs. It also does not match the dining chairs as these are too low to be
comfortable for a table of that height. When I first pointed this out to you, you agreed
to provide a brand new dining set. However, you have not done so and I would really
like to resolve this matter as soon as possible.

If it is more convenient for you, perhaps you could simply replace the table by
finding one of a suitable height for the chairs. This would solve the problems without
too much cost, so I hope you agree to this proposed solution.

Looking forward to hearing from you. -

Yours sincerely,

- 172 words -
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General Training Task 1 Question  pril 2007

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.
Your neighbour keeps his pet in the garden, which has caused some troubles
to your life. Write a letter to your neighbour. In your |etter, you should:
= say who you are and why you write this letter
= explain the problems
« give your suggestion on how 1o solve the problems

Write at least 150 words.

You do NOT need to write any addresses.

Begin vour letter as follows:

Model Essay

Dear Sam,

This is your neighbour David and I drop this line to talk about your dog Lisa,
who has caused some troubles to me and my family.

Considerate as you are, you have already asked your niece Lily to take care of
the dog when you are away. However, I do not think that Lily is doing a good job.
Lisa is left alone most of the time with no adequate food and water, resulting in her
excessive barking, which annoys me and almost everyone around the neighbourhood.
Worse still, Lily only comes every other day, which means the little cutie often has
to be confined to the house for a whole day. This, again, causes her to bark even
more.

I was wondering if you could ask Lily to come and look after Lisa on a daily basis
next time. Or, if she’s too busy with her study, my little son Johnson can take over
the duty. '

You can call me when you come back so we can discuss this problem further.

Best wishes,

Deavid
- 177 words -
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General Training Task 1 QueStiOH September 2007

WRITING TASK 1

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.

You feel that the streets around your neighbourhood are too dirty and have too
much rubbish. Write a letter to the local council. In your letter, you should:

= say who you are
« explain the problem and its effects on your life
« give suggestions on how to solve the problem

Write at least 150 words.

You do NOT need to write any addresses.

Begin yvour letter as iollows:

Model Essay

Dear Sir/Madam,

My name is Johnson Smith and I am a local resident in this neighbourhood. Recently,
I found that the streets near my house are so dirty, so I write this letter to you and hope
that you could solve the problem as soon as possible.

Recently, several homeless people have come to this community and they throw rub-
bish wherever they go. Therefore, the streets are in a mess, which makes the inhabitants
around very uncomfortable. In fact, the waste in the streets stinks all day round and it
makes air quality increasingly worse. Additionally, dustmen are supposed to clean the
streets but they never show up. What is worse, someone even slipped and got injured
due to the rubbish in the street. '

Thus, I suggest that your council take effective measures to solve the problem. Could
you please enact strict regulations on the management of homeless people? Or could
you send dustmen regularly to sweep the streets in the neighbourhood? Or maybe you
have better ways to make the streets clean.

L
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I look forward to your prompt reply.

- 185 words -
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General Training Task 1 Question  june 2009

WRITING TASK 1

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.

You heard that a sperts centre would be closed. Write a letter to the manager.
In your letter, you should:

« tell how you heard about the news
« say what your opinion is about this
» explain how it impacts an your life

Write at least 150-words.

You do NO'T need to write any addresses.

Begin vour letter as follows;

Model Essay

Dear Sir,

I was shocked beyond description when I learned from ICS news that Pepsi Arena
would be closed next month. Therefore, I am writing to express my thoughts.

Personally, I strongly oppose this plan which is absolutely inconceivable and disap-
pointing. I have also talked with other neighbours who share the same opinion as me.

Having been located in our community for almost ten years, Pepsi Arena is the
most significant symbol and glory of our region, and also acts as the place for doing
physical training as well as other recreational events for the local residents. Besides,
it is the home field of our football team and always holds games on weekends, which
has brought numerous splendid moments to the locals. As a result, the unthinkable
consequences of closing it are huge. The residents would no longer have place for
exercise; young people would no longer have place for entertainment; our community
would no longer have any games.
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I hope that you will reconsider your plan seriously and make a win-win decision.
Your prompt and favourable attention to my opinion would be highly appreciated.
Yours faithfully,

¢ Key Vocabulary @&
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General Training Task 1 Question March 2007

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.

One of your friends is going to visit your city for a short period. Write a letter
to your friend. In your letter, you should:

» tell him-what time of the year is most suitable for sightseeing around
the city

« describe some places that are worth visiting
» say how to find an inexpensive hotel

Write at least 150 words.

You do NOT need to write any addresses.

Begin your letter as follows:

Model Essay

Dear Jackie,

I am more than excited to know that you are going to spend your holiday visiting
Hoi An Ancient Town — one of the most peaceful towns in Vietnam. I am writing to
tell you the most suitable season for touring Hoi An as well as give you a list of main
tourist attractions in the town and some useful information about accommodation.

First of all, it would be a great idea to visit Hoi An in spring if you plan to enjoy the
best season of the year. Indeed, there are a number of multicultural festivals lasting from
early spring until the end of the second month of lunar calendar, so you will have many
options to choose from to arrange an ideal timetable for your sightseeing.

As to some must-see attractions, various kinds of ancient houses in Hoi An are
undoubtedly the first choice for those who are keen on age-old architectural styles like
you. In 1999, Hoi An was designated the UNESCO World Heritage Site, so I hope you
will enjoy your time in this very unique living museum of oriental houses and lifestyle.
Also, your next destination should be the Museum of Trade Ceramics, which is a lively

L
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description of the history of Hoi An. Finally, it is a big mistake of you to come to Hoi
An without visiting the picturesque Japanese Bridge. In spite of its name, the bridge,
which was built by Japanese traders in the seventeenth century, carries delicate traits of
ancient Vietnamese architecture. ,

Anyway, before you leave for Hoi An, I suggest you reserve your hotel room in
advance via the Internet to save up to 50% of the expense as well as guarantee you a
place in festival seasons.

As soon as you have finalised your travel plan, please give me a call and allow me to
pick you up at Da Nang Airport.

Cheers,

- 317 words -

» tourist attraction dia diém du lich
There are many places of tourist attraction in and around the hotel.

» multicultural (adj! da van hoa
Having a multicultural society means that there are more interesting things to
experience.

+ timetable (») thoi gian biéu

3 A clear timetable is necessary to ensure that the programme is implemented within a
reasonable period of time.

« undoubtedly iud: rd rang, chic chin
Simplifying this process will undoubtedly lead to more online sales.
+ oriental {4 (thudc) phuong Déng
The house is arranged in an oriental style combining authentic charm with great
comfort.
* picturesque (zd;) dep de; gay dn tuong manh .
This town is in the centre of South Greenland, with 3,200 inhabitants living in a
picturesque and beautifully situated town.
2 » delicate {udj) tinh té; mong manh
g We need to protect the delicate ecological balance of the rainforest.
« finalise (7] hoan tat

A survey needs to be conducted, and every detail needs to be finalised.
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General Training Task 1 Question  january 2006

WRITING TASK 1

You should spend-about 20 minutes on this task.
Your friend from an English-speaking country will come to your city for a
holiday. Write a letter to your friend. In your letter, you should:
« invite him to stay with you
« introduce some places to visit
+ give him some advice

Write at least 150 words.

You do NOT need to write any addresses.

Begin vour letter as follows:

Model Essay

Dear Tom,

I am so glad to know that you will be coming to Da Nang for a visit. Four years after
graduation, we will finally have the chance to meet again! How have you been all these
years? Still single, I guess?

You mentioned that you would like me to help you find a hotel. Actually, you can
stay with us because we have a spare room and you know my wife and my son are both
looking forward to meeting you!

As to the places worth visiting, I think Hoi An Ancient Town is a must for all visitors
to Da Nang. In Hoi An, you will have a chance of seeing one of the most prosperous
trading ports of Vietnam in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries. For the next days of
your journey, I suggest you visit the Marble Mountains with arrays of wonderful caves
and pagodas. In addition, the 400-year-old Non Nuoc Arts Village, where you can buy
marble handicrafts as souvenirs, certainly deserves your time of visiting.

Finally, a kind reminder — as the weather in Da Nang is getting colder, you had
better bring more clothes with you. Don’t forget your camera either.
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Let me know your flight number so that I can pick you up at the airport.

www.nhantriviet.com

287



General Training Task 1 QUBStiOIl July 2005

D G G e A D R e De G G D G Gy e OO O OO 'S
WRITING TASK 1

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.

Your friend wants to come to your city and stay with you for one week for a
holiday. However, it is impossible for you to accompany him. Write a letter to
your friend. In your-letter, you should:

+ apologise to your friend
+ explain why you cannot stay with him
= suggest an alternative plan for the holiday

Write at least 150 words.
You do NOT need to write any addresses.

Begin vour letter as follows:

o
\
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\
'
\
f
\
f
\
f,
\
0
\
\
f
\
0
i
¥
\
f]
v

U CRED oD @D Coa LD OB R OB O TR O

Model Essay

Dear Peter,

I am so happy to learn that you are coming to Sydney for the coming holiday. Four
years after graduation, we will finally have the chance to meet! However, I regret to
tell you that I will not be able to stay with you while you are here.

The reason is that recently I have been promoted to the position of regional man-
ager. Good news, isn’t it? But it also means that T will be relocated to our regional
headquarters in Hong Kong. I am scheduled to leave for Hong Kong on Feb. 10, the
second day of your visit, so I'm afraid the only day we can meet is the 9" when you
arrive. '

I don’t want this to ruin your holiday, so I have made an alternative plan. I have
made a reservation for you in a Youth Hostel near where I live. The price is reason-
able and the service is good. Also, a friend of mine will be with you if you need any
help. He is a local Australian and used to work as a tourist guide. I am sure you will
have a wonderful time travelling with him.

1}
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See you soon!

Tty

- 201 words -
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General Training 1ask 1 Question january 2009

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.

You are going to have a business trip and arrange your friend to look after
your children. Write a letter to the friend. In your letter, you should:

« tell him /her which kind of food your children like and dislike
« tell him/her which kind of activities your children can attend
« tell him /her the time you will pick up your children

Write at least 150 words.
You do NOT need to write any addresses.

Begin vour letter as follows:

Model Essay

Dear Lily,

I am writing to ask for your help to take care of my kid — Tony, when I am on a
business trip from next Monday to next Friday.

As you know, Tony has a fever for all sweet food, especially ice cream. But he is
allowed to have it only once every two weeks because he has already got two bad teeth.
Therefore, the whole next week he would have no chance to access sweets. Please show
your mercy by being tough since he is very good at begging. Besides, he hates fruits but
he is really into fruit juice. I would appreciate it very much if you can make one cup of
juice every day for him. By the way, I would buy those he likes and take them to your
place later this weekend. Except for the above two things, Tony is a cute company and
an easy-to-please boy that will bring you little trouble.

Plus, he enjoys playing basketball very much, and I have noticed the basket in your
backyard. That would be his playground where he can hang around after school. He
sometimes would bring some other kids and play group basketball game. So make some
rules when I am away. One-hour physical practice is adequate for a 7-year-old boy, or
he would make trouble in having a sound sleep at night by being too excited.

1

230 www.nhantriviet.com



T will pick him up on Fﬂdaynextweek.l’llgweynuaeallnghtaﬁermylandmgoﬁ'
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General Training Task 1 Question  warch 2006

WRITING TASK 1

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.

You are currently living in a rented flat but will be moving out soon.

Write a letter to the owner of the flat to thank him and introduce one of your
friends to move in. In your letter, you should:

« thank the owner of the flat for being so nice and helpful
« explain why you are leaving
« introduce your friend to him

Write at least 150 words.

You do NOT need to write any addresses.

Begin vour letter as follows:

Model Essay

Dear Mr. Franklin,

I am sorry to inform you that due to some personal reasons I have to move out and
quit the renting contract with you.

Above all, T sincerely appreciate your help during my stay. Indeed, since I first
moved to your flat, you have provided me with the comfortable furniture as well as
pleasing indoor decoration, which helps me to ease the pressure in my arduous work
and study. I am also grateful that you regularly visited me and took good care of me
when I was sick.

The main reason I have to move out is that the job opportunity a multinational
company offered me in a metropolis is so attractive that I decided to start my new
career life there. Moreover, I like the fast pace of life in the big city.

Accidentally, one of my best friends, who is working as a journalist, is seeking a flat
currently. If you want to continue leasing your flat, she would probably be an appropri-
ate choice for you because of her favourable personality and simple lifestyle. Please let
me know your idea if possible.

L
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1 am so sorry for the inconvenience my leaving could cause.
Yours sincerely,

v== Key Vocabulary
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General Training Task 1 Question October 2005

WRITING TASK 1

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task,

Write a letter to invite a famous person to give a speech at a meeting in your
youth club. In your letter, you should:

« intraduce your ciub
= explain why you want to invite him /her
« tell him /her about the arrangement for the meeting

Write at least 150 words.

You de NOT need to write any addresses.

Begin vour letter as follows:

Model Essay

Dear Mr. Smith,

On behalf of Sunshine Youth Club, I am writing to invite you to make a speech at
our annual charity donation meeting.

Sunshine Youth Club is an organisation established with the aim to guide and
educate the youngsters so that they can lead a healthy lifestyle. Indeed, instead of
offering entertainment alone, our club holds, every now and then, a variety of social
activities, including raising money for the disabled and the poor.

Having an international reputation and a positive impression among the young,
you are the ideal person to encourage young people to donate what they can afford to
charity. In fact, we get the information from the press that you have donated millions
of dollars to help the impoverished people in Africa and Southern Asia.

The meeting will be held next Monday afternoon on July 4, and we will make
arrangements to have you picked up at your residence around noon. Your speech is
scheduled at 1:30 p.m. for about half an hour. After your speech, we will start the
donation process.
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We would be more than excited and grateful if you could take your time off to
deliver a speech to our youth club.

Yours sincerely, .
Tom Qndrews
- 204 words -
Key Vocab LIJC‘.{" :
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General Training Task 1 Question September 2004

WRITING TASK 1

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.

A company is organising a trip abroad for language training to a number of
limited places. Write a letter to the manager of the company. In your letter,
you should:

« express that you want to join
= Say why you think you should join
» explain why the organisers should select you

Write at least 150 words.
You do NOT need o write any addresses.

Begin your letter as follows:

Model Essay

Dear Sir / Madam,

I am writing in response to the advertisement your company placed in the local
newspaper for a language training trip overseas. In fact, it is a unique opportunity and
an efficient means for me to enhance my language ability beyond the boundary of my
own country.

Although the cost of the training is relatively high for me, I suppose that there are
enormous benefits of participating in this trip. As I am working for a multinational
corporation, the ability to communicate effectively in a foreign language is a major
concern of the job. Therefore, I would like to make full use of my paid vacation to
further my language learning. Additionally, by means of this trip, I can develop my own
method of studying language as well as the skills of independent learning. What is more,
travelling to several places will surely broaden my horizons when I come into contact
with exotic scenery and local customs.

However, whether I could be involved in this training programme is determined by
the selection procedure of your organisation. By and large, I am convinced that I am

L}
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fully qualified to be a member of this language training trip, both academically and
financially. Therefore, I would appreciate it very much if your organisation could take
my case into careful consideration for this programme.

I look forward to receiving a favourable reply at your earliest convenience.
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General Training Task 1 Question  juy 2009

WRITING TASK 1

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.

You will go to London soon to stay there for one year. Write a letter to an
agency 1o get information about accommodation. In your letter, you should say:

« why you are going to London
» what kind of accommodation you want
« when you will arrive

Write at least 150 words.

You do NOT need to write any addresses.

Begin your letter as follows:

Model Essay

Dear Sir,

I am writing to you in the hope that I may obtain information about accommodation
in London.

I am going to study at London University for my Master’s degree next month and
will therefore stay in the city for one year. Since my wife will come with me, the accom-
modation that London University has offered me might not be suited.

We are seeking accommodation that is just a short bus ride away from London
University or even within walking distance, and is situated in areas where there is a
relatively good supply of living goods. Besides, our ideal apartment might include a bed,
wardrobe, study desk and lamp, dining table, and telephone. In particular, we need a
kitchen which is fully equipped with a refrigerator, microwave oven, cook top, kettle,
toaster, and cooking and dining utensils.

I will arrive in London at the end of this month, so I would be much obliged to you
if you could recommend several accommodations I am looking for.

Your prompt and favourable attention to my inquiry would be highly appreciated.
Yours faithfully,

-%'o@a%ma
- 183 words -
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1. Education

Some people think umiversity education should prepare students for employment. Other
people think university has other functions. Discuss both views and state what you
think is the function of university education.

Some people think young people should go to university to further their education,
09.09.05 | while others think they should be encouraged to work as car mechanics or builders, ete.

to serve society. Discuss both views and give your 6wn opition.

‘ Some people believe that teenagers should learn all school subjects: while others claim

(9.05.09 { that students should focus on the subjects that they are best at or that they are interested
mn. Discuss both views and give your opinion.

Some people think that computers and the Internet are important in children’s study,
09.04.25 | but others think students can learn more effectively in schools and with teachers.

Discuss both views and give your own opinion.
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08.12.13 | people who have received university education. Others think it only leads to graduate

ment. Discuss both sides and give your own opinion.

Some people think modern games cannot help children improve a wide range of skills.
08.11.29 | They think traditional games are much better for thens to develop skills. To what extent

do you agree or disagree?

Some people believe that theoretical subjects (e.g. Maths, Philosephy and Economies)
08.07.05 | should net be tanght in universities because they should focus on practical subjects (e.g.
Computer Technology, Accounting, etc.). To what extent do you agree or disagree?

08.06.05
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Children can learn efficiently by watching television. Some people think that children
08.05.10 |should be encouraged to watch TV regularly both at school and at home. To what
extent do you agree or disagree?

people and which one 1s the least important?
08.03.01 Subjects: Literature Sports
L Mathematics Economics
5 History
Music
Philosophy

ab, while other people believe that university education has wider benefits for
individuals and the society. Discuss both views and give your opinion;
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In the past, lectures were used as a way of teaching large numbers of students, buit now
with the development of technology for education, many people think: there is no

justification for attending lectures. To what extent do yon agree or disagree with this

opinion?

Computers are increasingly used in education. In which areas do you think are
computers more important and in which areas are teachers more important?

Recently some people can work from home using modern technology, Some say this

09.12.12 | only benefits the workers, but not the employers. To what extent do you agree or

disagree?

- s should intr e&ewmehnalegyt@mprwepeap!es
ﬁwaﬂwﬂmmﬂwmmﬁmbﬁ}mmﬁw
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09.08.08

There are: more workers working from home and more students studying from home.
08.11.15 | This is because computer technology is easily accessible and cheaper. Do you think it is
a positive or negative development?

Mobile phones and the Internet are useful for old people. However, this population
080628 | group uses themn the least. In what ways could mobile phones and the Internet be useful
to old people? How can old people be encouraged to use this high technology?

yme people claim that public museums and art galleries will not be nee

people can see historical objects and warks ofart by using a computer. Da

disagree with this opinion?
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Maintaining public libraries is a waste of money since computer technology can replace

07.02.10 J

their functions. To what extent do you agree or disagree?

7 lgm@wsﬁmthstﬂme mktﬁc ordinary
Govert 'mjssamllggccampmmssh@uldﬁe

An increase in production of consumer goods results in damage of the natural
environment. What are the causes and possible solutions?

Recently, some foods travel thousands of miles from the farm to the consumer, Some
09.06.11 | people think it would be better to our environment and ¢conomy if people only eas
locally produced food. Do the advantages ontweigh the disadvantages?

Others, however, think that each individual should take some actions. Discuss both
views and give your own opinion.
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Many people think cheap air travel should be encouraged because it gives ordinary

people freedom to travel further. However, others think this leads to environinental

problems, so air travel should be more expensive in order to discourage people from
having it. Discuss both sides and give your own apinion,

Some people think it is }!CC[‘p[;lb]{.' to use animals for the benefit of humans. Other
people think 1t is wrong to exploit animals for human purposes. Discuss both views and
give your own opinion:

People are now living in a
will cause?

4. Government

09.07.11

09.03:21

250

Somie people argue that the companies and private individuals should the bill of
cleaning up the pollution they produced, while others believe that it is the government’s
responsibility. What is your opinion?

Some people think it is more important for the government to spend public money

on promoting a healthy liféstyle in order to prevent illness than to spend it on the

treatment of people:who are already ill. To what extent do you agree or disagree?
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Some people think that it is the res g
that its people have a healthy lifestyle. However, others think that individuals should be
free to make their own decisions on living. Discuss both views and give your opinion.

Some people think that giving aid to poorer countrics has more negative effe

cts than
e effects. To what extent do you agree or ¢

Many countries spend a lot of money in art. Some people think investment in art is
ry, but others say money is better spent on improving health and ‘education.
1 give your own Opition.

{ It is believed that people who read for pleasure can develop better imagination and
language skills than people who prefer to watch TV. Do you agree-or disagree?
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Ifa product is of good quality and can meet people’s needs, people will buy it. Therefore,
09.04.18 | advertising is unnecessary and is no more than a type of entertainment. To what extent

do you agree or disagree?

Economic progress 15 one way: to measure the success of a country. What other factors
08.10:25 | should be considered? Among these factors, do you think any one is more important
than the others?

Some people believe that time spent on television, video and computer games can be
08.01.10 | valuable for children. Others belicve this has negative effects on a child. Discuss both

views and give your own opinion.

owadays, a large amount of advertising is aimed at children. Some people think
ivertising has lots of negative effects on children and should be banned. To what

extent do you agree or di

salety would benefit from a ban on all forms of advertising because it
(07.04.14 | useful purposc and can even be damaging. To what extent do you agree or disagree with
this opinion?
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6. Work and Life

09.10.08 | development, while others consider that external influence plays a more important role

i children’s life. Discuss both views and give your own opinion.

People think that a hundred years ago, the human race was steadily improving in every
09.05.21 aréa of life. Nowadays, there is no eertainty of this case. In which areas do vou think we
19.05.2 : : - : : ==

have made important progress nowadays? In which areas do you think we still need to

make progress?

and businesses to move from

Many people are busy with work and do not have enough time to spend with families
and friends. Why does this happen? What are the effects of this on family life and society
as a whole?

People living in big cities face many problems today. What are the problems? Should
the government encourage people to live in regional towns?
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Some people say that it is the responsibility of individuals to save money for their own
care after they retire. To what extent do you agree or disagree?

As we all know, as international travel becomes cheaper, more and more countri

have opened thetr doar to foreign tourists. Do the advantages of the increased tourism

of emvironment, while others think that the main benefit is in the world of business,

Discuss bot s and give your Own opinion.
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07.04.28

_ In msﬂy munmcs, trad‘ uoml foedsare bemg rcpimced by mmaueml fm foads This

Air transport is increasingly used to export types of fruits and vegeta Lo countries

where they canmot be grown or are out of season. Some people say it is 2 good thing,
but other people think it cannot be justified. Discuss both views and give your own
opinion.

8. Law and Crime

07.10.25

In some conntries, the rate of teenagers’ criminal acts 1s increasing. What are the reasons

and give vour measures to rediice it.

Recent research shows that the majority of criminals who are sent to prison continue to
commit crimes after they are set free. What do you think of the case? What should be
done to solve this problem?

and job training should be offered to them. To what extent do you agree or disagree
with the statement?

Some people think the only purposé of prison is to punish crime. Others think it has

other functions. Discuss the two views and give your opinion.
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9. Other Social Categories

Nowadays, people always throw old things away when they buy new things, whereas in
the past, old things were repaired and used again. What factors cause this phenomenon?
What effects does the phenomenon lead to?

Some people say that professional workers such as doctors, nurses and teachers who
make greater contributions to the society should be paid more than these people in the

09.06.27 | financial aid, while others think practical aid and advice are better. Discuss both views

and give vour own opinion,

Some people think fittest and strongest individuals and teams could win t
08.05.31 | sports. Others believe a better mental attitude is the key. Discuss both sides and give
your opinion.

“Tomerrow Is the most important thing in life.”
08.02.16 | Why is it important for individuals and countries to think about the future rather than

focusing on the present?

1
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09.02.07

258

You are going to have a business trip and arranige vour friend to look after your
children. Write a letter to the friend. In your letter, you should:

1. tell him/her which kind of foed your children like and dislike

2. tell him/her which kind of activities your children can attend

3. tell him/her the time you will pick up your children

Many people think having enough money brings happiness, but others think
too much money can bring problems. Do you agree or disag

Your friends have been out on holiday and asked you to stay at their house.

However, there is a problem with a piece of equiprment in the kitchen. Write
a letter to them. In your letter, you should:

1. describe your feeling at their home

2. describe what the problem is

3. describe what action you have done to solve the problem

In some countrics, children start school at the age of seven, so they can have
more time to build a relationship with their parents. In other countries,
children start school when they are four years old. Do the advantages
outweigh its disadvantages?
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09.03.21

(9.04.30
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’A company offers a temporary job without salary. However, it helps you

gain some work experience. Write a letter to the company to express your
interest in taking this job. In your letter, you should:

1. introduce your work experience

2. say which department you want to work in

3. give your expectation for the job

Some people argue that young people are spending too much time on
watching TV. What 1s your opinion? And what kinds ef activities should they
be encouraged to do?

You recently had a fhight tour and left some important things on the plane.
Write a letter to the airline manager. In your lettér, you should:

1. say what you have left on the plane

2. say where you left it

3. tell the manager how to contact you if your thing has been found

In some countries. schools are open late so that children can be looked after
when parents are at work. Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of this
practice.
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09.05.09

09.06:13

260

You are 2 member of a sports club in an old building, Now, all the members
are asked to provide suggestions for the manager of the club about the
improvement of the club building. Write a letter to offer some saggestions.
I your letter, you should say:

1. why the club is important to you

2. wihat your Suggestions are

3. what benefits the members can obtain after improvement

/s, the traditions and customs relating to the food we eat and the
changing. Why is it happening? Do you think this kind of change

The local council wants to close the children’s playground because there are
now fewer children playing there. Write a letter to the council. In your letter,
you should:

-say-'why there are fewer children playing there

2. explain how important this playground 1s
3. give your own suggestion

Some people prefer to stay 1 the same type of work all their lite, and others

prefer to change their work from time to time. Discuss both sides and state
YOUT OWR-0pinion,
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You got a job offer in another country where your friend lives. Write a letter
to your friend. In your letter, you should:

1. deseribe the details of the job

2. explain why you applied for this job

) = A9
19.07.23 3. ask some questions about the country

Many people think living in high-rise apartment blocks makes people feel
nd unhappy, while others argue it has advantages. Discuss both views
and give your own opinion.

You are going to move out of the current living place. Write a letter about
your accommodation to your English-speaking colleague who will be coming
next month. In your letter, you should:

. say why you are going to move out
NG R 99 - :
09.08.22 2. describe the accommodation

3. explain why it is suitable for your colleague

Task 2 People say that a child’s success is dependent on the way parents bring his or
asK 2 ]
her up. To what extent do you agree or disagree?
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You are living in an English-speaking country, and the restaurant near you is

muking a lot of noise. Write a letter to the restaurant owner. In your letter,

you should;

Task 1 |° : :
I say how you are disturbed by noise

09.09.05 2. give some s ions to fix the problem

3. tell the-owner further action will be taken if this problem remains unsolved

Some students do part-time jobs during studying, Do you think it has more
| advantages or disadvantages?

Some people claim that family members are more important than friends. Do
you agree or disagree with this statement?

L
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You are going to hold a party, and your friend has lent you something, but ‘
: - yon broke it. Write a letter to your friend. In your letter, you should:
~ Task1 L apologise w your friend
_ - 2.exphin what happened
09.0107 3. tell your friend what you will do to replace it

ents heﬁeve that children’s leisure activities should always be
ile others believe that we should not put pressure on
1 ,'bethwmanégweyamawnapmm

Some iteriis were damaged by the remover company during the move. Write
a letter to the remover company. In your letter, vou should:

1. describe the details about the items you moved

2. describe the damage made

3. explain what you want the remover company to do with the darnage

Some people claim that 1t is the responsibility of some individuals to protect
the environment, while others consider that the government should take the
main rvspunsihiliry. Discuss both views and give your own opinion.

Many problems emerged in your apartment since the last repair, Write a letter
to your landlord. In your letter, you should write information including:

1. the details of the last repair work

2. what the problems are now

3. how you would like the landlord to do to solve these problems

Some say that secondary schools tend to spend less time on traditional

subjects such as history and should spend more time on communication
skills and business courses. To what extent do you agree or disagree with it?
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